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The following case was Directed for Review during the month of Jam 


Secretary of Labor on behalf of Phillip Cameron v. Consolidation C< 
Docket No. WEVA 82-190-D. (Judge Merlin, December 13, 1982) 


Review was Denied in the following cases during the month of Janua: 

Secretary of Labor, MSHA v. Consolidation Coal Company, Docket Nos 
PENN 82“208(a). (Judge Melick, December 1, 1982) 

Secretary of Labor, MSHA v. Allied Chemical Corporation, Docket No 
(Judge Kennedy, December 6, 1982) 

Secretary of Labor, MSHA v. Consolidation Coal Company, Docket Nos 
PENN 82-66-R, 82-109, 82-184. (Judge Broderick, December 6, 1982) 

Secretary of Labor, MSHA v. Southwestern Illinois Coal Corporation 
LAKE 82-38. (Interlocutory Review of December 16, 1982 Order of Ju( 

William Haro v. Magma Copper Company, Docket No. WEST 81-365-DM, (. 
November 1, 1982) 


V. 


Docket No. WEST 81-i09-DM 


IMCO SERVICES 


ORDER 


On December 15, 1982, the Commission Issued Its decision in thi 
case affirming the administrative law judge’s dismissal of Joseph W. 
Herman's discrimination complaint as untimely filed under section 
105 (g) of the "Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C. 

§ 815(c). On January 18, 1983, we received a document filed by 
Mr, Herman. We construe the document to be a request for reconsider 
tion of the Commission's decision. 29 C.F.R. § 2700.75. We find 
no merit in the request and, accordingly. It is denied. 

We note Mr. Herman's request for "an appeal ,,, to the next 
Judicial court available to me." We can take no action regarding 
this request. If complainant desires to appeal the Commission's 
decision to a United States Court of Appeals, the appropriate pro- 
cedures set forth in section 106(a)(1) of the Act (30 U.S..C. 
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Docket No. KENT 81-136 


DECISION 


This civil penalty proceeding arises under the Federal Mine Safety 
nd Health Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C. § 801 et aeg . (1976 & Supp. V 1981), 
nd Involves the interpretation of the surface coal standard, 30 C.F.R 
77.1605(k). The standard states that "(bjerms or guards shall be 
rovided on the outer bank of elevated roadways." _!/ In granting sum- 
ary decision for United States Steel Corporation, the administrative 
aw judge concluded that the standard was unconstitutionally vague and 
herefore, unenforceable. For the reasons discussed below, we 
everee and remand for further proceedings. 

Following an inspection of U.S. Steel's No, 32 Mine in Lynch, 
cntucky, an MSHA inspector issued a citation alleging that the compan; 
lolated section 77,1605(k) by falling to install appropriate berms or 
unrds at three areas along a mine roadway. At one location, the Insp' 
or observed a guard dislodged for a distance of 29 feet. At one of 
he other two cited locations there was a berm 6 to 8 inches high and 
2 feet long, and at the remaining location there was a berm 16 inches 
igh and 29 feet long. The Inspector noted on the citation that the 
eight of these berms was less than 22 Inches, tlie axle height of what 
he inspector believed was the largest vehicle using the roadway, a 
ettlbone tractor. The relevant MSHA inspector's manual contains a 
ollcy providing that under section 77.1605(k) berms "shall be at 


/ "Berm" is defined in 30 C.F.R, § 77, 2(d) as "a pile or mound of 
aterlal capable of restraining a vehlcl'e," 

/ The judge's decision is reported at 4 FMSHRC 563 (April 1982) (ALJ 


filed a olnt supuuaon in which they agreed that the cltati 

that theie were berain along the roadway ‘ “n“tlmt It'C^ 

dislodged. U.S. Steel claimed In the stipulation that It was 

the guard when the citation was Issued. The partlea filed ci 

for sutnroary decision. 


The judge concluded that "the language of section 77.160: 
is so vague and ambiguous as to render (the standard] unen on 
k FMSHRC at 571. The judge also held that the Surface Maiuwil 
on mid-axle height* which he found formed the basis of the ci 
not part of the standard and could not be applied as though 
4 FMSHRC at 570-71. The judge accordingly vacated the citati 
directed review sua sponte . 30 U.S. C. § 813(d) (2) (li) . The I 
us are the constitutional validity of the standard and tlie ju 
ment of the HSHA Surface Manual guidelines. 


We first address the question of whether section 77.1605 
unconstitutionally vague. £/ This standard is not detailed h 
have observed previously In a similar context, "(mlnny Btauda 
be ’simple and brief in order to be broadly adaptable to myri 
circumstances. Alabama By-Products Corp ., infra , slip op. 
quoting from Kerr-McGee Corn ., 3 FMSHRC 2496, 2497 (Novcmljcv 
Nevertheless, such broad standards must afford reaaonnhic. not 
is required or proscribed. As we stated in Alabama By-Prodiu: 


In order to pass constitutional muster, a statute c 
standard adopted thereunder cannot be "so incomplet 
vague, indefinite or uncertain that men of common 
Intelligence must necessarily guess at Its meaning 


2/ MSHA, Coal Mine Health and Safety Inspection Manual For 
Mines and Surfa ce ^orh Areas of Underground Coal Mines , at I! 
( Surface M anual ”)", ^e Surface Manual Is Chapter III o 
Ins^ecUgn and Investigation Manual, Federal Mine Safety and 
1221 (1978) ("the Inspection Manual "). The "Introduction," a 
that the primary purpose of the Inspection Manual is to prov 
inspection personnel with "definTTe guidelines" to aid them 


I ^ Secretary s contention that the Commiss 
authority to pass upon the constitutional soundness of tUli 
The standard was promulgated under the 1969 Coal Act, and 
challenges to the validity of a Coal Act s 



ip op. at 2. We resolved a vagueness challenge in Alabama By~Produc 
interpreting the standard at issue In light of a "reasonably pruden 
rson" test (slip op, at 2-3), and we adopt the same approach in the 
esent case. 

We hold that the adequacy of a berm or guard under section 
.i605(k) is to be measured against the standard of whether the 
rm or guard is one a reasonably prudent person familiar with all 
e facts. Including those peculiar to the mining industry, would 
ve constructed to provide the protection intended by the standard, 
e Alabama By-Products, supra. See also Voegele Company, Inc. v. 

IIRG , 625 F.2d 1075, 1077-79 C3rd Clr. 19¥o)7^7 The defiTdTlon of 
rm In section 77, 2(d) makes clear that the standard’s protective 
rpose is the provision of berms and, by implication, guards that 
e "capable of restraining a vehicle." 

Under our interpretation of the standard, the adequacy of an oper 
r's berms or guards should thus be evaluated In each case by referen 
an objective standard of a reasonably prudent person familiar with 
e mining Industry and in the context of the preventive purpose of tli 
atute. When alleging n violation of the standard, the Secretary is 
qulred to present evidence showing that the operator's berms or guar 
not measure up to the kind that a reasonably prudent person would 
ovldc under the circumstances. This evidence could include accepted 
fety standards in the field of road construction, considerations uni 
the mining Industry, and the circumstances at the operator's mine, 
rlous construction factors could bear upon what a reasonable person 
uld do, such as the condition of the roadway in issue, the roadway's 
evatlon and angle of Incline, and the amount, type, and size of traf 
ing the roadway. In sum, we hold that section 77.i605(k), as consti 
rein, is not unconstitutionally vogue and that it is therefore an 
forceable standard. Ij 


On review the Secretary now proposes a similar test for judging t 
equacy of a berm or guard. Brief for Sec'y at 14-16. 

"Restraining a vehicle" does not mean, as U.S. Steel suggests, 
solute prevention of overtravel by all vehicles under all circum- 
ances. Given the heavy weights and large sizes of many mine vehicle 
at would probably be an unattainable regulatory goal. Rather, the 
andard requires reasonable control and guidance of vehicular motion. 
The Secretary is privileged under the Mine Act to write a more 
ecific berm standard setting forth more detailed specifications for 
natriirflnn of Rafp bp.rma and criiards. 


standards. See Alabama By-Products » supra , slip op. at 5; Kir 
Coal. Co., Inc . , 3 F>iSHRC 1417, 1419-23 (June 1981); Old Ren Cc 
2 FMSIIRC 2806, 2809 (October 1980). Reliance on the mid-axle 
without more, does not necessarily establish the berm or guard 
reasonably prudent person would have constructed under the cli 
If the Secretary believes that a berm of mid-axle height is ir 
a reasonable person would provide in a particular case, the Se 
must prove that by a preponderance of credible evidence. We l 
in result the judge's determination that the Secretary was noi 
to summary decision on the basis of his internal guideline ale 

Under our rules, a motion for summary decision may be gr^ 
if the entire record shows no genuine issue of material fact z 
moving party is entitled to a decision as a matter of law. 2\ 
§ 2700.64(b), Having found the standard invalid, the judge dj 
determine all factual Issues necessary to a decision in this ( 
have concluded above that the standard is valid, and our revie 
record indicates to us that material factual issues remain to 
before it can be determined whether a violation occurred. 

To prove the allegation of "Inadequate” berms requires e'^ 
to what type of berm or guard a reasonably prudent person wou! 
under the clrcuraatances. With respect to the area where the | 
dislodged, a prima facie case of violation may have been estal 
the Judge must make findings as to whether the guard was actu^ 
and whether U.S. Steel established a valid defense in Its cla: 
guard was being replaced. _8/ Without this kind of evidence ai 
findings, the entry of summary decision was inappropriate, A< 
we remand this proceeding in order to afford the parties the ( 
to present any additional evidence and argument with respect 
violation in accordance with the principles set forth above. 


We express no view at this time on the viability of U.S. 
asserted defense to this aspect of the citation. 
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V. 


Docket No. WEST 81-365-DM 


MAGMA COPPER COMPANY 


ORDER 


William A. Haro has petitioned for discretionary review pro se 
Q decision of an administrative law judge Issued on November 1, 198 
Magma Copper has filed a motion requesting that the petition be dis 
missed as untimely. For the reasons that follow, the petition is 
dismissed as untimely. 

The Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C. § 8C 
seq ♦ , provides that "any person adversely affected or aggrieved by 
decision of an administrative law judge, may file and serve a petit 
for dlacrctlonary review by the Commission of such decision within 
days after the issuance of such decision ." 30 ti.S.C. § 823(d)(2)(/^ 
(emphasis added). Rules 5(d) and 70(a) of the Commission's rules o 
procedure provide that "filing of a petition for discretionary revi 
effective only upon receipt." 29 C.F.R. §§ 2700.5(d), 70(a). The 
decision of the administrative law judge becomes the final decision 
the Commission AO days after its Issuance unless the Commission has 
directed review of the decision during that period, 30 U.S.C. 5 82 

The administrative law judge’s decision in this case was issue 
November 1, 1982. The fortieth day following the issuance of the j 
decision was December 11, 1982. The petition for discretionary rev 
was not mailed until December 22, 1982. It was not received, and t 
fore filed, at the Commission until December 27, 1982, fifty-six da 
after the issuance of the judge’s decision. Accordingly, the petit 
for discretionary review was not filed until after the decision of 
judge became a final order of the Commission by operation of law. 

30 U.S.C. § 823(d) (1). 

In the petition, Haro states that he first learned of the judg 
decision on December 6, 1982, and that the attorney who represented 
in the proceedings before the judge can confirm the date of his not 
cation of the judge's decision. Haro also states that the attorney 
not petition for review of the Judge’s decision because of a potent 
conflict of interest with Magma Copper Company. We construe these 


of the petition against the standards set forth in Fed. R. Civ. P. 
60(b)(1). 1/ Boone V. Rebel Coal Company , U FMSHRC 1232 (1982). 
Moore's Federal Practice § 60.22[2]; 11 Wright & Miller, Federal 
Practice and Procedure § 2858. Even if Haro's assertion that he f 
learned of the decision on December 6 is accepted as fact, Haro ha 
made any representations that his late receipt of the decision was 
to factors outside of his control or that of his attorney. The po 
conflict of interest that allegedly prevented Haro's attorney, who 
represented him at the hearing and filed a post-hearing brief on h 
behalf, from filing a petition with the Commission is not explalne 
view of the extraordinary nature of reopening final judgments, lac 
sufficient information substantiating a request for relief can be 
to such claims. 7 Moore's at § 60.22(2], p. 257. Moreover, Haro 
more than two weeks after December 6 to prepare and mail a petitio 
paragraphs in length. This delay does not demonstrate diligence u 
the circumstances. Haro has had two previous cases before the Con 
and should be familiar with its procedures. 2/ 


1^/ Fed. R. Civ. P. 60(b)(1) providesj 

On motion and upon such terms as are just, the court may rell 
party or his legal representative from a final judgment, orde 
proceeding for the following reasons: (1) mistake, inadverter 
surprise, or excusable neglect.... 

2l The present situation is not analogous to that involved In Dt 
Corp . V. Donovan & FMSHRC . 650 F.2d 1051 (9th Clr. 1981). In Duva 
operator's petition for discretionary review was filed on the thir 
first day after the issuance of the administrative law judge's dec 
Thus, although the petition for review was untimely filed under tb 
and the Commission's rules, the judge's decision had not become a 
order of the Commission because 40 days had not passed since its 1 
30 U.S.C. § 823(d)(1). In a Duval situation, the inquiry is whetb 
good cause for the untimely filing has been established. Valley P 
& Sand Corp . , WEST80-3-M (March 29, 1982); McCoy v. Cresent Coal C 
FMSHRC 1202 (June 1980). In the present case, however, the judge' 
decision became a final order of the Commission and, therefore, tb 
request for relief is appropriately addressed under Fed. R, Civ. T 
60(b). 


L. ClaiP Nelson » CoinmiHsioncr 



This civil penalty proceeding arises under the Federal Mine Safety 
Health Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C. § 801 et seg . (1976 & Supp. V 1981). 
involves the interpretation and application of 30 C.F.R. § 56.A-35. 
cited standard provides: 

Mandatory , Before any heat Is applied to pipe- 
lines or containers which have contained flam- 
mable or combustible subatauces, they shall be 
drained, ventilated, thoroughly cleaned of resi- 
dual substances and filled with cither an Inert 
gas or, where compatible, filled with water. 

administrative law judge concluded that A. H. Smith Stone Company 
Lth") violated the standard and assessed a $1,000 penalty, y For 
following reasons, we affirm tbe judge’s decision. 

On November 26, 1980, an accident occurred at Smith’s Culpeper, 

Lnia crushed atone operation, when a miner attempted to cut with a 
Lng torch n used 55-gallon oil drum. The drum exploded and the 
jyee was critically Injured. After an investigation of the accideni 
issued a citation charging a violation of the standard for a 
are to have the drum purged of flammable substances before heat was 
Led to it. 

Used drums that had contained flammable substances, such as fuel 
lubricants, or antifreeze, were customarily stored at Smith's 
iper plant behind a company trailer. The used drums were return- 
for credit towards purchase of full barrels, and were picked up at 
)lant for that purpose by the distributor. Some drums were kept at 
)lant for re-use as trash barrels or as storage drums for fuel or 
Lcants. When a drum was to be re-used as a trash receptacle. Smith 
I have its employees cut off the drum top with a torch on company 


The judge's decision is reported at 3 FMSHRC 2927 (December 1981) (/ 


13 


8 : 


Lue employee did not explain the reason for his reciiuist , tin* m 

tr, I ‘ superintendent pave tlu^ employ,. 

tnreW ^ployee then obtained from a follow ml 

torch for cutting the drum, but he did not remove the plup or , 

reveLd tha?1 injuries. A oubHoquent Inve, 

^ u petroleum distillate inside the drut 

ignited by the heat of the torch. 


The judge baaed his conclusion that Smith vlolntofl »m,.m 
smi'th 

the miner would cut the n-ll iv It'iown tlwit it wan pn 

The judge emphasized that SmltrpeL'«ed“"Itr"‘""^r" ' 

drums for personal use nnri ni ^ T ^ employees to tak.* 

drums on company property for such instructed employees 

Id. The judge LnclSdeTrt^ "Mhl rtsmlthr’ 

the employees as to the Droner nJ!!! nttompt to I, 

could have been more diligent in Its ntte 'l'■>nlln, mnn, 

were properly ventilated and cleaned." w! ' 


negllgenoe'^argumentl’ ’’sralth‘'doL'^^V 7 ’ .li«bi.J,lty 

without first purging 17 Tb^ '“Jnet >'nt 

neither liable nor ueglLut In '-wwevur. tl,n 

had previously Instructed the empWr!7 l'>«i'lnnt h, 

did not specifically authorize hlmT n , 

M c,™ I 


I "'»■ .1.. „ 

Jrr:Lt- 


miu L aquateu wicn eiLiier tne oroaa ann manaacory language oe cne 
andard or the liability without fault structure of the Mine Act. 
e Southern Ohio Coal Co .. A FMSHRC 1459, 1462-64 (August 1982), 
e also Sewell Coal Co . v. FMSHRC , 686 F.2d 1066, 1071 (4th Cir. 

82); Allied Products Co . v. FMSHRC , 666 F.2d 890, 893-94 (5th Cir, 
82), We therefore affirm the Judge's conclusion that a violation 
the standard occurred. 

Regarding negligence, section 110(1) of the Mine Act requires th 
assessing penalties the Commission must consider, among other crit 
hether the operator was negligent." 30 U.S.C, § 820(i) . Each niand 
andard tlius carries with It an accompanying duty of care to avoid v 
tions of the standard, and an operator's failure to meet the approp 
ty can lead to a finding of negligence if a violation of the standa 
curs. The fact that a violation wa« committed by a non-supervlsory 
ployee does not necessarily shield an operator from being deemed 
gllgent. In this type of case, we look to such considerations ns 
e foreseeability of the miner's conduct, the risks involved, and th 
era tor * a supervising, training, and disciplining of its employees t 
event violations of the standard in issue. Soutliern Ohio Coal Co ., 
FMSHRC at 1463-64. See also Nacco Mining Co .. 3 FMSHRC at 848, 850 
pril 1981) (construing the analogous penalty provision in 1969 Coal 
t where a foreman committed a violation) , In light of these genera 
Inclples, we affirm the judge's conclusion that the employee's cond 
8 foreseeable and that Smith did not meet its duty of care under th 
rcumstancGS. 

An employee's cutting of a used drum witli a torch at Smith's min 
eration was not an uncommon occurrence. Smith's employees performe 
at task to make barrels for storing or burning trash at the plant, 
e employee in question had previously cut drums on company premises 
ch business purposes, and that function was part of his Job descrip 
FMSRIIC at 2931; Tr. 76, 83, 85-86, As the judge found. Smith was a 
Iberal" in allowing its employees to take used drums for their own 
FMSHRC at 2932), and the same employee had been given drums in the 
r his personal use. Tr, 55-56, 85. Cutting used drums to make rec 
cles was a common use of the drums. We thus affirm the judge's fin 
at on the day of the accident it was reasonably foreseeable that th 
iployee might cut the drum on company property. 

The used drum taken by the employee had not been purged nor had 
8 plug been removed, A plugged, unpurged drum that has contained a 
aramable substance is a highly dangerous instrumentality given an 
,nition source and the consequent possibility of an explosion if hea 
I applied. An operator must address a situation presenting a potent 

nf aa Uor*o ♦■h a nf mvp p nmmp n RtiTP t’P t-Vi 


maintain control over unpurged drums. For example, bmicn cuuxu 
marked unpurged drums, "purge before cutting"; it could have pos 
the storage area a warning sign reminding employees of appropria 
purging procedures; cutting could have been permitted only under 
supervision in designated areas. The record does not show that , 
took any such precautions. Indeed, the superintendent did not 
company instructions on purging when he let the employee take thi 
unpurged drum even though, as we have concluded. It was foreseeal 
that the employee might cut it with a torch on company premises. 

Thus, we agree in result with the judge that Smith was negl 
In not discharging an appropriate duty of care under the circums 
of this case. In reaching this conclusion, however, we do not e: 
the judge’s reasoning that an operator in Smith's position shouii 
purged all containers that held flammable substances before stor 
Although this may Indeed be a safe practice to follow, the stand; 
requires purging before heat is applied. Thus, in this case Sml 
of care could have been met by something more than mere reliance 
oral instruction, but less than the across-the-board purging pro 
suggested by the judge, V 


£/ Although the superintendent denied authorising the employee 
cut the drum on company property, he did not forbid any cutting , 
Indeed, testified that he would have given permission for cuttin 
had the employee requested it. 3 FMSHRC at 2933; Tr. 8?. This 
testimony reveals a managerial disposition to allow cutting for 
personal purposes and underscores our conclusion that Insufflcte' 
care was taken when personal use of the drum was approved. 

V We also reject two additional arguments posed by Smith. Sm 
complains that the transcript of the hearing was not made avalla 
it. At the hearing, however, the judge specifically stated in r 
to Smith's request that transcripts could be obtained from the r 
Tr, 133, Smith also complains of the Secretary’s change of posi 
from not pleading negligence to alleging negligence just before 
trial. Smith falls to show how this pre-trial change of theory ■ 
prejudicial to it. Smith was Informed prior to trial that the S 
would attempt to prove negligence on the basis of new evidence. 

-9, A shifting of legal theories based on evidence revealed th 
discovery or other sources after the initial pleadings is certai 


(Footnote continued 



L. Clair Nelson, Commissioner 


V continued 

“ommon. The Secretary orally sought a continuance to prepare his 
'iigence claim, and Smith did not oppose the motion. Tr. 8-12. Smlt 
t not specifically explain to the judge how It would be legally pre- 
liced by the change of theory, did not state that it would need extra 
\e to prepare any additional defense, and did not attempt to show bad 
.th or dilatory motive on the Secretary's part, Tr, 8~15. Finally, 
no time during the administrative hearing did Smith object to the 
:roductlon of this evidence on the grounds that It was outside the 
)pG of the pleadings. We find Smith's conduct tantamount to consent 
trial of the negligence issue. See in general . Mineral Industries 
I Heavy Construction Group v. OSIIRC, 639 F.2d 1289, 1293-94 (5th Cir. 
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DECISION 


Appearances: Robert U. Pollard, Esq., Uirniusham, Alabama, i 

Reynolds, Esq., Tanpa, Florida, for Jim Valter 
Frederick U. Moncricf, Esq., Office of the Sol 
Departnent of Labor, Arlington, Virginia, for 
of Labor. 


Before: 


Administrative Law Judge Broderick 


STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

On February 15, 19o2, a fatal roof fall occurred at the 
'Iter Resources (the operator). Following an investigat 
■ary 16, 1932, MSilA on February 19, 1932, issued an irn 
awal under section 107(a) of the Federal iline Safety 
1 U.S.C. 5 Si7(a) (the Act). The order also allege 
1 the order was proscribed by the approved roof cc 
■.olated 30 C.F.R. § 75.200. 


jr, wa« ciillGcl as a witness by the operator and Charles J. Hager, ' 
ilcrlck Carr also testified on the operator's behalf. A civil penal 
3 sui)sequently filed. Because the civil penalty procecdins and the 
)roccGding Involve the same order, and similar issues of fact and ; 
* hereby CONSOLIDATED. 

;h parties have filed oosthcarlng briefs. On the basis of the evic 
:ed at the hearing and considering the contentions of the parties, 

2 following decision. 

3 OF FACT 


At all times pertinent to these proceedings, Jim VJalter was the c 
rator of the Mo. 7 Mine in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 

On February 15, 1932, a fatal roof Call occurred in the subject r 
face area of No. ^ entry. No. 1 section. 

An order of wltlulrawal was issued on February 19, 1982, which al' 
? following condition or practice occurring on February 15, 1982, 
,itcd an Immlnont danger and a violatfon of the approved roof contre 


A fatal roof fall accident occurred on the No. 1 section nt 
2 face of the No. entry and based on evidence and testimony, 

2 victim was Installing a support to Install line curtain 
j while installing the support the victim was standing more 
in 5 feet Inby the permanent roof supports and more than 5 feet 
mn the rib or face. The approved roof control plan requires 
It workmen shall be within 5 feet of the face or rib or 
rmanent supports v;hila extending line curtain. 

On February 19, 1932, a modification of the order of withdrawal \ 
^lilch permitted mining operations to continue "while the following 

2 of roof supports are Installed to advance the line* curtain and t( 
ISHA personnel to evaluate this system:" A minimum of two tempora: 

3 arc required when any work is performed Inby the last row of 

Tt supports. One must be a jack or timber set no more than 5 feet 
and tiic other the miner head placed against the top. These suppo 
2 not more than A feet apart and not more than 5 feet inby the las 
Finent supports or last temporary support. Any work done inby the ! 
roof supports sliall be done between such supports and the nearest 


supports to reset the jack and reattach tlie line curtain to 1 
on the left side (the "wide side") of the curtain after exnini 
visually and sounding it with a hammer. The miner operator w 
jack to the right side of it and Che helper began tightening 
standing on the left side. A roof rock fell brushing Che min 
knocking him back against the right rib. It fell on top of C 
killed him. The victim was approximately 7-1/2 feet from the 
5 feet inby the last standing roof jack. He was 10 feet inl)y 
permanent roof supports. 

7. The approved roof control plan in effect for clie sub 
time of the fatality contained the following safety precautic 

"4. When testing roof or installing supports in tli 
area, the workmen shall be within 5 feet (less if indica 
sketch) of a temporary or permanent support," 

"5. \Jhen it is necessary to perform any work such 
line curtains or other ventilating devices inby the roof 
to make methane tests inby the roof bolts, a minimum of 
temporary supports shall be installed. This minimum is 
only if they are within 5 feet .of the face or rib and tli 
done between such supports and the nearest face or rib/ 

8. The approved ventilation plan in effect for the subj 
time of the fatality required that a line curtain be malntaiti 
10 feet of the face. The mine liberated considerable methano 
an exceptionally high velocity and quantity of air to ventila 
Because of this It was necessary to fasten the curtain to the 
and Che bottom of the temporary support. 


9, A fatal roof fall occurred at the No. 3 Mine of Jin 
November 21, 1979, under circumstances similar to those Invo 
A citation was Issued in the prior case charging a violation 
§ 75.200 because of failure to comply with the approved roof 
citation was contested before the Commission. After a hear! 
Laurenson found chat paragraph 4 of the roof control plan (w 
to the same paragraph In Che roof control plan applicable in 
require that miners travel between the temporary support and 
when setting supports to extend the line curtain. The Judee 
ofgContesc and vacated the citation. Jim Walters v. Secreta 


11. IMG bGcrocary did not petition for review of Judge Laurenson £ 
clsion. 

12. Subsequent to Judge Laurenson's decision, there were discussic 
tween MSHA officials and the operator attempting to clarify the rcqulr 

paragraphs ^^4 and 5 of the safety precautions in the roof control plan 
changes were agreed upon. 

13. Subsequent to the fatal roof fall involved herein, there have 
scussions between MSHA and the operator relating to paragraphs A and f 
e precautions in the approved roof control plan. Specifically, a rewr 

tlie above paragraphs pemictlng the use of the miner head as roof sup 
s been discussed, but the plan has not yet been modified, 

ATL'TORY PROVISION 

Section 3 ( j ) of tlie Act defines an linniinont danger as ''tl)e existenc 
ndition or practice in a coal or other mine whicli could reasonably bo 
cause death or serious physical harm before such condition or practic 
abated . " 

GULATORY PROVISION 

30 C.F.K. § 75.200 provides as follows: 

Fach operator shall undertake to carry out on a continuing 
basis a program to improve the roof control system of each coal 
mine and the means and measures to accomplish such system. The 
roof and ribs of all active underground roadways, travelways, 
and working places shall be supported or otherwise controlled 
adequately to protect persons from falls of the roof or ribs. A 
roof control plan and revisions thereof suitable to the roof 
conditions and mining system of each coal mine and approved by 
the Secretary shall be adopted and set out in printed form on or 
before May 29, 1970. The plan shall show the type of support and 
spacing approved by the Secretary. Such plan shall be reviewed 
periodically, at least every 6 months by the Secretary, taking 
into consideration any falls of roof or ribs or Inadequately of 
support of roof or ribs. IJo person shall proceed beyond the last 
permanent support unless adequate temporary support is provided 
or unless such temporary support Is not required under the 
approved roof control plan and the absence of such support will 
not pose a ha^^ard to the miners. A copy of the plan shall be 
furnished to the Secretary or his authorized representative and 
shall be available to the miners and their representatives. 


2. U'heLhor 3 violation of the approved roof control pin 
of 30 C.y.R. § 75.200 «as established. 


assert inj; 
reason of 


Uhctl.er the Secretary is estopped or 
that the condition is a violation of 
the decision in Jim Ualters Reso urces 


barred fi 
the stniu 
Inc . , 2 


327b (19B0). 


3. U a violation of the nandatory standard was ostabl- 
appropriate penalty therefor? 


CONCIUSIQ.^S or LM-i 

Jim ’.lalter Resources. Inc. was subject to tlie provision 
-.line Safety and HoaUh Act in the operation of the Mo. 7 llln 
pertinent hereto, and the undersicned Administrative Law .Jucl 
over the parties and subject matter of this proceeding,. 


1!C1IN EM T UAUGKR 

The existence of an iiiuninent dani’or and the propriety o 
order of withdrawal do not depend upon the existence of a vi 
mandatory standard. Freeman Coal tlinlnp. Corporation , 2 lliMA 
danser under the Act is not limited to situations involvtiiR 
but includes conditions that "would induce a reasonable man 
if normal operations . . . proceeded, it is at least just n^ 
that the fe.arod accident or disaster would occur before elii’ 
danf’cr." Old lien Coal Corp . v. Interior Bd. of Mine Op. Api 
(7th Cir. 1975), quoting Freeman Coal Ulning Co . v. Interloi 
504 F.2d 741, 743 (7th Cir. 1974). 


The order under review here alleges that a miner was si 
5 feet inby the permanent roof supports and more than 5 fee 
face, and the evidence introduced at tlie hearing establishe; 
facts (Finding of Fact Ko. 6). MSllA roof control specialis 
this practice equivalent to travelling or working under unsi 
therefore an Iminincnt danger. His opinion was based in par 
which occurred here and the one which occurred in Jim \/alLe 
referred to in Finding of Fact No. 9. 


iso present a hazard In no way negates the danf^er posed by unsupport' 
The fact that the condition or practice was permitted by the roof i 
(if it was) does not negate the existence of an imminent danger. Tin 
elude that working or travelling more than 5 feet Inby permanent sup] 
ore than 5 feet from a rib or face is an imminent danger and the witl 
v;as properly issued. 

The operator argues that the practice cannot constitute an Imminent < 
it has been followed for many years in the subject mine and in othe 
in the district. Non seguitur . The fact that an Imminently dangeri 
tlon has existed and been tolerated is no argument for its continuant 
perator also argues that the 3 day delay between the Investigation ai 
ssuance of the order Indicates that the condition was not imminently 
rous. HSlIA’s explanation for the time period is that there were dist 
with State officials, Mine Management and Union representatives cont 
ractice, and that v;hen Mine Management stated that the practice woul< 
nue, it was decided to issue the withdrawal order. Clearly, the witl 
should have been issued immediately after the investigation, but tin 
y establishes that the condition or practice was not imminently dangi 

UDICATA/COLLATERAL ESTOPPEL 


Judge Laurenson’s decision, which involved, as the Solicitor states, 
ually identical circumstances" to those in the case before me, held 
raph ^4 of the precautions in the roof control plan goveriwwhen roof 
rts are being installed to extend the line curtains, Since paragrapl 
not require that miners stay within 5 feet of a rib or face, he vaca 
itution and dismissed the civil penalty proposal. Judge Laurensoii*3 
ion followed a formal adversary hearing; both parties filed posthear 
s. The government did not file a petition for discretionary review ’ 
ommlsslon. Counsel states "that some consideration was given to whe 
t to file a [petition for review]" but in any event, it was not file' 
fore, Judge Laurenson's decision was the final decision of the Comml 

Following that decision MSIIA could have petitioned for review (and 
led to the Court of Appeals if the petition was denied) or it could 
eded to modify the roof control plan. It did neither, but raclicr ch 
nore the decision and yet continue to enforce its Interpretation of 
control plan which had been rejected. The parties to the two procee 
he same, the roof control plan has not been changed, the circumstanc 
wo cases are "virtually identical." It would appear that if res jud 
er applicable to administrative proceedings, It is applicable here. 


justlClctttion Coi* a tvUl-ni in 

already resolved as hfiwiH*!! i)ir .u 

See also MIJxIk' 1 I v. Maiiim.il I'.tn.i i, » i 
1977); Arlaiulc Ulcl if Icld ('.otrui.inv v. lil. i li 
542 (T. K. C..-\. 1977); lUn/i'ii v. t’liliiil ''.i ii. , 
Continental Can v. Marshal 1, niH I'.M -si i, 
Can case, the court Tu'lil ('»‘>4 ‘0 ih.ii i In i. 
the subse()uent case is the saiii' .e. ih.ii .1., i 
issue was actually Ul. Ij'.al ed ; wh« il.. » i !„ 
on the resolution of the Ismh-; .m.l i.-h. i i 

Secretary asserts In his hi (i-l ih.ii l.id i i 

and refers to Commission Unit- l\ '..hlMi an. 
judge is not n preccileiu . Tliis Milf In . u.-i 
res judicata , hut with siare .l.-c I ■, i , .i 
following the tests tu Com lii.-iii .il r.ni th.n 
res judicotn and Die Seciei.irv !•; juci i>iil..S 
before me. 


U is grossly unfair to as-ii-i i , i !, 


"What Is at slake, as ih.--.,' i..,, , 
is human life. However well . 

in relying on the prior d.vlsiou. i h.- . 
life. Such a result is nm i., h,. ,..1,., 
purpose of which is the 


Judge Uurensou’s decision was 1 :, 
involved herein occurred I'ebruarv 
appeal, he had ample op-mrtunUv 
I!e failed to do so. 


Mil'll .InVi . i! 

15, I'M.-. 

I o f! 1 } , 


e .1 
al . . 
] t ! 

«-l ] 

■' i u 
imii : 



Basad upon the above findings of fact and conclusions of lax-;, 11 
RDHRI'D : 

1. The witlidrciwal order issued under section 107 of the Act, jU 
lthdrax;al order is AFTIliMEl). 

2. Tlie xsfithcluawal order, insofar as it charges a violation of ' 
75.200, is VACATED, 


3. Tlie penalty procoeding is DISMISSED, 


/ James A. Brodoriclc 

Administrative Law Judee 


istribution: By certified mail 


Dbcrt W. Pollard, Esq,, Post Office Cox C-79, Birmingham, AL 35203 


Gerald Reynolds, Esq., 1500 M. Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, FL 3360' 


redcrick W. Moncrief, Esq., Office of the Solicitor, U.S. Departmenl 
015 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA 22203 


eorge D. Palmer, Esq., AHSOciaco Regional Solicitor, U.S. Departmenl 
929 9th Avenue South, Uirminghaii, AL 35256 
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SEIANNOPIN MINING COMPANY, 

Respondent 


Sluinnoplii Hiiu* 
No. 


further find ings of fact 

' ' ■ ' 

FINAI. o1u )|-:r 

of 

^He pa..ie. as to the app.p.la.a 

Fim ojuM.:n 

order, and\ post-decision wUli I'ciinort i 

intervene for^he purpol ors^ '* 

ORDERED: ^ eolimlLLlng u propodct! nnhu- \\n- r 

8008 cauae^^T'rru!" ,u. ,„u 

2« The Secretarv*ft n»* 

horeb. INCORPORATED aj 

3- Based on the ' tl'lH proc,..., 

tt'"K • 

the above-mentioned deflslo ° of aectioii '1' 

Respondent shaii . 
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ionaccuLiva period of at least 60 days. 


r,\:LU. 


A 'l ^ V. 


WILLIAM FAUVLR, JUDGE 


listributlon Certified Mail: 

iovette Rooney, Esq., Office of the Solicitor, U.S. Department of Lai 
loom 14‘'t80 Gateway nuildliiR, 3535 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19J 

ane A. Lewie, Esq., Thorp., Reed & Armstrong, 2900 Grant building’, \ 
'A 15219 


[ary Lu Jordan, Esq., United Mine Workers of America, 900 i5th Streel 
fashington, DC 20005 


i\capouaenc 


MI) 


CImrchn.rk Op, -nit lun-i 
miCISI ON 



rs: .^;2Sxr;:;!'rr:;"; ■ ' 

for Respondent. ’ Mr; 

statement of THF pAcp 



s oui. Complainant filed n i 1 ‘^^M.eLy and Knald, Ari ,.( in/ 


- 

^>uj-.LUp, New Moxlru. 


a journeyman mechanic at the time ol: the hearing. 

3. In 1977 and 1978, Complainant received very few complaints regai 
ety from those who worked under him — approximately 10 each year. In ] 
h safety complaints went up to perhaps 10 each day. At least two emp] 
t the company because they were concerned about safety. The alleged i 
ditlons Included loose rock, cave-ins, and improper ventilation. Comj 
loyees were required to travel over muck piles and ground fall piles l 
equipment. A number of citations were issued by MSHA inspectors in 1^ 
sc conditions. Complainant reported these conditions to his supervise 
the Safety Department "plenty of times." 

A. On one occasion in April of 1979, a loader had been taken out ol 
vice by Complainant’s crew because it did not have brakes. The loadei 
d-tagged." However, the production crew Ignored the red tag and put l 
der in service. An MSHA inspector discovered that it had no brakes ar 
ued a citation. Complainant was upset and voiced his feelings to his 
ervisors. In February, 1980, a haulage truck was taken out from the i 
n though It had a faulty shift lever. An accident occurred when the t 
ped out of gear. 

5. On many occasions, Complainant reported inadequate ventilation i 
pa which caused dizzyncaa and disorientation In his employees. His si 
ora told him tliey wore trying to correct the condition and that if his 
loyccs didn’t like It they could quit. 

6. Production meetings attended by Complaint were held twice dally, 
pluinnnt brought up safety complaints at these meetings and was accus( 
plaining and griping. 

7. In early 1979, Complainant reported that loose rock and ground ! 
ected part of the maintenance shop. The roof bolts had become loose, 
empt was made to correct the sltatlon but eventually the shop roof cai 


11. Durlnp, the llm* w.m hi'. • '‘i" = ‘ 
any safety coinp]a.liUs, iumI ‘>r wrlii'-n, > • !'• . • 
complaints made to prior sujM-rv I mu . 

1?.. On March 25, l‘h*n, Comi'l i in nw m 
M ike Robb'a office. Kohh, Tu'y.nl 1 , V.’ ■ , 

Industrial Relations Dopatum-iii .iml ii'i i'l iin.' 
Complainant that lack of w.Urr n-nii.'l h ni . ,n . ' 
parts were not bclnp, pvopctlv li.mtlln.l .umI > . , 

complaining and very Ifnlc- .ii ilon." il 

availability and piauUn-.l l<n» .ibuiu* fi ciinip ■ • 
his performance was noi. sal i m v .mi' ) ' 

Robb and Troxell every Moiuiav jviiniiu’ m ! .!! i 
previous week. A dcadMm* o\ M.iv i 
Complainant did not brfii}’ ii|t .niv .■i.i:i iv !■ [• i ,■ 
meeting, 

DISCUSSION 

There Is sharp dlH.iKrcfinoni In-iwrrn i , 
place ac the meeting. NcIiIum lU’nnfn u-j „ 

According to Robb both wen* l,v uth, i 

New Mexico. Complainant .•u.un.l ih.u Ri.m, - .m , 
doing his job, but was going, aromul rniMpI ilnli .• i . 
this to refer to safety complaining,, k,.].!. ir.- !• ■. 
specific instances whore Cumpl a tiiani ’ n wimV . 
testified that at tlic oonrlii'iliuni ol itif imm i ■ ■, 
resign and have "layoff Htatu-t, sevoi.nn.- ,• w ■ 

period of time, or he would l.e i .Mnln.ii .-.1 . A. r . ■ 

following morning. Robb tenili i.Ml iImi ,ii i t„. 
Complainant was told that he would In oil,-, t i,.- • , , . 
counselled every Monday and wonl.l li.ivo in . 

am generally accepting Mr, Rohb’n vvr-.inn .a jr.' ^ • 



15. On August: 8, 1980, Complainant filed his initial complaint w: 
investigation was conducted and MSHA denied the complaint on Januar; 

npliiinant filed his complaint with the Review Commission on January : 

jCUSSION 

Complainant offered in evidence a copy of the MSIIA Investigation 
Ich he received from MSIIA Dallas Office. Respondent objected and I < 
2 documents primarily because substantial portion of the investigati( 
1 of the transcripts of interviews had been excised. Complainant dli 
tempt to subpoena the record or the Investigator. The exhibit as of: 
some extent unintelligible and possibly prejudicial. I conclude th. 
jld be unfair to the parties and unhelpful to me to admit 'the exhibi 

16. Ro])b left Respondent’s employ on March 30, 1980. He knew on 
30, that he was going to leave on March 30. He expected that the co' 

Complainant referred to in binding of Fact No. 12 would be conducted 
:)xcll . 

\TUT0RY PROVISION 


Section 105(c) of the Act provides In part as follows; 

(c)(1) No person shall discharge or in any manner discrimin 
against or cause to be discharged or cause discrimination against 
otherwise interfere with the exercise of the statutory rights of 
miner, representative of miners or applicant for employment in an 
coal or other mine subject to this Act because such miner, repres 
tative of miners, or applicant for employment . . . has filed or 
made a complaint under or related to this Act, including a compla 
notifying the operator or the operator’s agent, or the representa 
of the miners at the coal or other mine of an alleged danger or s 
or health violation In a coal or other mine ... or because of t 
exercise by such miner, representative of miners or applicant for 
employment on behalf of himself or others of any stautory right 
afforded by this Act. 


respect to Complainant. Compiainanc retutnuu uu 

February, 1980. His job title was 1700 level foreman and he was un 
Immediate supervision of Jerry Troxell who became general undergrou 

foreman. 


10. In February or early March, 1980, Robb told Complainant t 
thought the truck shop "was a complete mess" and that he would have 
the condition of the shop. 


11. During the time Robb was his supervisor, Complainant did 
any safety complaints, oral or written, to him, nor was Robb aware 
complaints made to prior supervisors. 


12. On March 25, 1980, Complainant was asked by Troxell to co 
Mike Robb's office. Robb, Troxell, Wayne Bennett, head of Responde 
Industrial Relations Department and Complainant were present. Robt 
Complainant that lack of water control had caused equipment to brea 
parts were not being properly handled and Complainant "did a great 
complaining and very little action." The complaints concerned laeV 
availability and production abuse of equipment. Robb told Complair 
his performance was not satisfactory and that henceforth he would c 
Robb and Troxell every Monday morning and discuss his job performer 
previous week, A deadline of May 1 was set for Complainant to shov 
Complainant did not bring up any safety complaints or concerns durj 
meeting. 


DISCUSSION 


There is sharp disagreement between Complainant and Robb as tc 
place at the meeting. Neither Bennett nor Troxell was called as a 
According to Robb both were employed by other companies out of the 
New Mexico. Complainant stated that Robb told him he (Complainant' 
doing his job, but was going around complaining all the time. Comi 
this to refer to safety complaining. Robb testified that he pointt 
specific Instances where Complainant's work was unsatisfactory. Cc 
testified that at the conclusions of the meeting he was told that 1 
resign and have "layoff status, severance pay (and) insurance covei 
period of time, or he would be terminated. An answer was demanded 
following morning. Robb testified that at the conclusion of the m 
Complainant was told that he would in effect be placed on probatioi 
counselled every Monday and would have to show Improvement by May . 
am generally accepting Mr. Robb's version of the meeting. This is 


V/Ullip J«ci XliClil u 




DISCUSSION 


Complainant: offered in evidence a copy of the MSUA Investigation 
which he received from MSUA Dallas Office. Respondent objected and I 
the documents primarily because substantial portion of the Investigatl 
and of the transcripts of interviews lind been excised. Complainant di 
attempt to subpoena the record or the investigator. The exhibit as of 
to some extent unintelligible and possibly prejudicial. I conclude th 
would be unfair to the parties and unhelpful to me to admit 'the exhibl 

16. Robb loft Re.spondent ' s employ on March 30, 1980. lie knew on 
1980, that he was going to leave on March 30. He expected that the co 
of Complainant referred to in Finding of Fact No, 12 would he conducte 
Troxell . 

STATUTORY PROVISION 


Section 105(c) of the Act provides In part as follows: 

(c)(1) No person shall discharge or In any manner discrimir 
against or cause to he discliarged or cause discrimination against 
otherwise interfere with the exercise of tlic statutory rights of 
miner, representative of miners or applicant for employment In an 
coal or other mine subject to this Act because such miner, ropres 
tative of miners, or applicant for employment . . . has filed or 
made a complaint under or related to this Act, including a compla 
notifying the operator or the operator's agent, or the representa 
of the miners at the coal or other mine of an alleged danger or £ 
or health violation in a coal or other mine ... or because of t 
exercise by such miner, representative of miners or applicant for 
employment on behalf of himself or others of any stautory right 
afforded by this Act, 


occurrs, rile a compiainc wicu luc 

crimination. Upon receipt of such complaint, the Secretary shall 
forward a copy of the complaint to the respondent and shall cause 
such investigation to be made as he deems appropriate. Such^ 
investigation shall commence within 15 days of the Secretary s 
receipt of the complaint, and if the Secretary finds that such 
complaint was not frivolously brought, the Commission on an 
expedited basis upon application of the Secretary, shall order 
the Immediate reinstatement of the miner pending final order on 
the complaint. If upon such investigation, the Secretary deter- 
mines that the provisions of this subsection have been violated, 
he shall Immediately file a complaint with the Commission, with 
service upon the alleged violator and the miner, applicant for 
employment, or representative of miners alleging such discrimi- 
nation or interference and propose an order granting appropriate 
relief. The Commission shall afford an opportunity for a hearing 
(in accordance with section 554 of title 5, United States Code, 
but without regard to subsection (a)(3) of such section) and 
thereafter shall issue an order, based upon findings of fact, 
affirming, modifying, or vacating the Secretary's proposed order, 
or directing other appropriate relief. Such order shall become 
final 30 days after its issuance. The Commission shall have 
authority in such proceedings to require a person committing a 
violation of this subsection to take such affirmative action to 
abate the violation as the Commission deems appropriate, including, 
but not limited to, the rehiring or reinstatement of the miner to 
his former position with back pay and interest. The complaining 
miner, applicant, or representative of miners may present addi- 
tional evidence on his own behalf during any hearing held pursuant 
to his paragraph. 

(3) Within 90 days of the receipt of a complaint filed under 
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall notify, in writing, the miner, 
applicant for employment, or representative of miners of his 
determination whether a violation has occurred. If the Secretary, 
upon investigation, determines that the provisions of this sub- 
section have not been violated, the complainant shall have the 
right, within 30 days of notice of the Secretary's determination, 
to file an action in his own behalf before the Commission, charg- 
ing discrimination or interference In violation of paragraph (1). 
The Commission shall afford an opportunity for a hearing (in 
accordance with section 554 of title 5, United States Code, but 
without regard to subsection (a)(3) of such section), and thereafte 


sustained, granting such reiief as it deems appropriate, including 
but not limited to, an order requiring the rehiring or reinstate- 
ment of the miner to his former position with back pay and interest 
or such remedy as may be appropriate. Such order shall become 
final 30 days after its issuance. Whenever an order is issued 
sustaining the complainant’s charges under this subsection, a sum 
equal to the aggregate amount of all costs and expenses (including 
attorney's fees) as determined by the Commission to have been 
reasonably incurred by the miner, applicant for employment or 
representative of miners for, or In connection with, the institu- 
tion and prosecution of such proceedings shall be assessed against 
the person committing such violation. Proceedings under this sec- 
tion shall be expedited by the Secretary and the Commission. Any 
order issued by the Commission under this paragraph shall be 
subject to judicial review in accordance with section 106. 
Violations by any person of paragraph (1) shall be subject to the 
provisions of sections 108 and llO(n). 

SSUF.S 

1. Whether the complaint is barred by the statute of limitations i 
aches. 

2. Whether Complainant voluntarily left his employment with Respo 
arch 26, 1980, or was discharged, actually or constructively. 

3. If Complainant was discharged, was it related to activity prot 
nder the Act. 

4. If Complainant was discharged for protected activity, what rel 
hould be awarded. 

ONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. Complainant and Respondent were subject to the provisions of t 
ederal Mine Safety and Health Act at all times pertinent hereto, and t 
ndersigned Administrative Law Judge has jurisdiction over the parties 
ubject matter of this proceeding. 

2. The complaint is not barred by the limitations for filing clal 
ut in section 105(c) of the Act or by laches. 


employment was terminated March 26, 1980. However, he remained on 
by reason of severance pay to July 15, 1980. He claims that he was 
because of his mother's illness at the time. Respondent asserts th^ 
resulted from the delay because former supervisors Jack Miller, Way: 
Jerry Troxell and Mike Robb have left Respondent’s employ, and all 
are now living ai'id working outside of New Mexico. 

It has been held that the statutory filing deadlines are not j 
tional. Secretary/ Bennett v. Kaiser Aluminun and Chemical Corporat 
1539 (1981). See also Christian v. South Hopkins Coal Co. , 1 FMSHR 
Local 5^29 v. Consolidation Coal Co. , 1 FMSHRC 1300 (1979); S. Rep. 
95th Cong., 1st Sess. at 36, reprinted in LEGISLATIVE HISTORY of th 
MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH ACT OF 1977, Senate Subcommittee on Labor, C 
Human Resources (July 1978) 62A (hereinafter LEG. HIST.) ("It shoul' 
emphasized, however, that these time-frames [in 105(c)] are not Int 
jurisdictional . ") 

The questions to be considered here are whether Complainant sh 
Justifiable circumstances for his delay in filing and whether the d 
prejudiced Respondent. See Herman v. Imco Services , 4 FMSHRC 
(December 15, 1982), 

The fact that Complainant remained on the payroll and suffered 
loss is, I conclude, sufficient reason justifying a delay in filing 
conceivable that Complainant feared that filing a claim could Jeopa 
severance pay rights. Although Respondent claims prejudice, it did 
that an attempt was made to preserve testimony when it became aware 
claim was filed, or that it attempted to obtain the testimony of th 
employees by deposition. Complainant cannot be blamed for the dela 
the time he filed with MSllA and MSHA's decision 16 months later. 

3. The complaints which Complainant voiced to his superiors c 
unsafe and unhealthful conditions under which he and his crew worke 
those described in findings of fact 3 through 7, constituted activl 
under the Mine Safety Act. Any adverse action because of this prot 
activity would violate section 105 of the Act, 

4, Complainant left his emplojonent with Respondent on March 2 
voluntarily. He was not discharged and the termination of his empl 
not related to any activity protected under the Mine Safety Act. 


n Finding of Fact No. 12, I accepted the testimony ot Robb to the eti< 
he discipline imposed on Complainant at tlie March 25, 1980, meeting w£ 
ce him on a form of probation. He was not discharged. Apparently 
ing to accept the probationary status, he voluntarily resigned. The 
line was imposed solely by Robb. It resulted from Robb's evaluation c 
inant's work performance. Whether the evaluation was accurate or whet 
fair is not a matter for me to decide. I accept the testimony of Rot 
omplalnant made no safety related complaints to him and that he (Robb' 
t aware of any such complaints having been made to others. Therefore, 
scipllne Imposed by Robb, such ns it was, was not related to activity 
ted under the Act. 

. Since Complainant failed to establish that he was discharged or 
Ise discriminated against in violation of section 105(c) of the Act, I 
entitled to the relief sought in his complaint. 

ORDKU 


n the basis of the above findings of fact and c.oncJusions of law, the 
Int and this proceeding are DISMTSSKI). 




James A. Broderick 
Administrative \,aw Judge 


butions By certified mall 
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DECISION 


Appearances: Marigny A. Lanier, Esq. , Office of the 

Solicitor, U. S. Department of Labor, 
Dallas, Texas, for Petitioner, MSHA; 
James G. Speer, Esq. and Stephen W. 
Pogson, Esq., Evans, Kitchel & Jenckes, 
P.C., Phoenix, Arizona, for Respondent. 


Before: Judge Merlin 

This case is a petition for the assessment of a civil 
penalty filed by the Secretary of Labor against Phelps Dodg 
Corporation for an alleged violation of 30 C.F.R. § 55.9-2, 


Section 55.9-2 provides as follows: 

Equipment defects affecting safety shall be 
corrected before the equipment is used. 


The subject citation which is dated May 15, 1981 reads 
as follows: 


After talking with Kim Kersey, Maintenance 
Foreman, Kaye Staley, Driver, Milo Lambert, 
Miners Representative and Dave Kuester, 

Miners Representative, I have reason to 
believe there was a safety defect affecting 
safety on the #214 Muck Truck involving the 
front suspension in that prior to my arrival 
on the property there had been much controversy 


far as to asK roi a oxue ccaxu in oru«x 1:0 go 
to the doctor if not taken off the truck or 
the truck repaired. On 5/8/81 a telephone 
call was received by the MSHA Office in 
Carlsbad, N.M. to voice their complaint. 

They were advised to contact Milo Lambert or 
Dave Kuester the Miners Representatives. I 
arrived on the property at approximately 1800 
hours on the 13th of May 1981 on other business. 

We returned the following morning to complete 
the other business and to serve other complaints. 
When we arrived we noted that the <1214 Muck 
Truck was in the truck shop being repaired. 

The morning of the 15th of May 1901 we served 
the complaint on the #214 truck. We learned 
that the #214 truck had been put into the 
shop for a routine maintenance service on the 
same morning that we were driving to Silver City, 
N.M. in that the company was aware that we 
were on the way over, because of a phone call 
to the company made by Sidney R. Kirk, Supervisory 
Inspector MSHA concerning the investigation 
of an accident. 

The inspector who issued the citation testified that 
miner complained to MSHA that the suspension on the No, 2 
haulage truck was bottoming out and represented a hazard 
safety (Tr, 10-11) . As a result of this complaint the 
inspector was told to visit the mine and check out the tr 
(Tr. 10-11) . At the hearing the inspector was confused a 
inconsistent about when he visited the mine and talked to 
the drivers (Tr. 11, 14, 17, 25, 27-28, 33-34, 41-47, 55) 
After reviewing his testimony I find that on or about 
May 15 during the day he visited the repair shop at the rr 
and spoke to the repair shop foreman about the 214 truck 
(Tr. 27-28, 34, 43). When the inspector arrived the fron 
suspension already had been removed and a new suspension 
been installed (Tr. 14, 73-74). The shop foreman complai 
to the inspector about spending $6,000 to replace a front 
suspension that was still good but he said that the replc 
ment was being done because it was called for under the 
company's preventive maintenance schedule (Tr. 15-16, 55- 
The old suspension was in the back of the shop where the 
inspector could have seen it but he did not (Tr. 191-192, 
194) . The inspector admitted that he had no personal 


or not to issue a citation atter ne naa spoken cu Lut; 
drivers of the 214 truck (Tr. 21-22, 25). 


That evening the inspector spoke to several drivers 
the 214 truck including Kay Stailey, Pedro Mondragon, 

K. W. Donaldson, Emory Baker, Juan Verdugo, and Ramon Na 
{Tr. 36-37, 45-46). According to the inspector they tol. 
him that because of worn out suspensions the truck botto! 
out, was unstable and control of its steering could not 
maintained (Tr. 17-18, 36). They also advised the truck 
rode rough and Ms. Stailey who told the inspector she dr 
the truck on May 8, said she had hurt her back because o 
the bad suspension (Tr. 46-48). Based upon what the dri 
told him the inspector decided to issue a citation, wrot 
up 2 days later and then mailed it to the operator (Tr. 
22, 54). However, the inspector erroneously put down th 
issuance date as the day he had spoken to the foreman an 
the drivers (MSHA Exh. No. 1) . 

Five of the drivers who had operated the 214 truck 
testified at the hearing. The first and most important 
Ms. Stailey. It was she who complained to MSHA that on 
when driving the truck she injured her back due to the b 
suspension (Tr. 47-48, 85). She repeated these complain 
at the hearing, testifying that on May 8 the truck drove 
like a jackhammer due to bad suspension (Tr, 85-86, 92). 
She also contended that the cab and back of the truck we 
loose (Tr. 86 , 93). She said she had complained three t 
that night and finally because her back hurt she asked f 
blue card which would have enabled her to go to the hosp 
(Tr. 87-88). On cross examination Ms. Stailey agreed th 
according to established procedures the drivers fill out 
checklist for each truck they drive (Tr, 95) . If more t 
one truck per shift is driven by a driver, the driver mu 
fill out a checklist for each truck (Tr. 128) . The chec 
sets forth several items including suspension, with resp 
to which the driver is supposed to report any problems o 
deficiencies (Tr. 96, Optr*s. Exh. Nos. 2-8). There is 
a place on the form for driver comments. The checklist 
which Ms. Stailey filled out for May 8 indicates she dro 
the 219 truck, not the 214 (Optr's. Exh. No. 2). Ms. St 
contended that she made her 9's like 4's but the operate 
produced her checklists for the period April 1 through 
May 16 (Tr. 103-104 , Optr*s. Exh. Nos. 2 and 3). It is 


evidence or even aryue j.n suppuxu . j^Tiaiiey s 

;ention. I find that on May 8 Ms. Stailey drove the 219 
;k. I also find in accordance with the checklist that 
last day she drove the 214 truck was April 6 (Optr's, 

Nos. 2 and 3). Ms. Stailey admitted that the April 6 
:klist did not indicate any problem with the suspension 
she said she orally told her foreman the suspension was 
(Tr. 109} . 

In addition, on cross examination Ms. Stailey admitted 

on May 4 she had an accident driving the 217 truck when 
ran into a berm (Tr. 109) . She also admitted that on 
5 she received a written warning from the operator for 
failure to report the accident and for damage to the 217 
:k from the accident (Tr. 112) . At first she denied 
•e was any damage, but subsequently she acknowledged 
■e had been some to the truck's ladder (Tr. 110, 118, 121). 
illy, when asked whether she had visited a doctor on May 6 
ler own volition, Ms. Stailey first stated it was for 
irgies but when confronted with the medical report of 
: visit agreed it was for back pain (Tr. 112-114) . 

Based upon the foregoing I do not find Ms. Stailey a 
lible witness in any respect. I conclude she last drove 
214 truck more than a month before she complained to 
i. Moreover, she complained to MSHA only a few days 
jr she had an accident with another truck, received a 
ling from the operator and visited a doctor for back 
i. These circumstances demonstrate that her assertions 
irding the alleged lack of safety on the 214 truck due to 
suspension cannot be accepted. 

As already noted, four other drivers of the 214 truck 
:ified. Mr. Mondragon who according to the checklist 
'e that truck only on April 5 and April 25, stated it 
! rough and fishtailed although he did not indicate this 
lis checklist (Tr. 125-126 , 131, Optr's. Exh. No. 4). He 
i he orally told the dispatcher in the tower about the 
fh riding and fishtailing and that the dispatcher was 
)osed to tell the foreman (Tr, 132). However, he admitted 
: management "chewed out" drivers who did not complete 
irate lists (Tr. 134) . 


it must have slipped his mind but alleged that he orally 
told the dispatcher about the suspension (Tr. 147-148). I 
conclude the v/eight to be accorded the allegations of these 
two v/itnesses regarding the suspension on the 214 truck 
is greatly diminished because they did not put anything on 
their checklist although they knew this was required. 
Moreover, these two drivers drove the 214 truck on few 
occasions . 


A third driver, Mr. Verdugo, did indicate a suspension 
problem on his checklist for May 2 when he drove the 214 
truck COptr's. Exh. No. 7). However, he acknowledged he di( 
not drive the 214 truck very often since his assigned truck 
was the 216 (Tr. 174). Even more importantly, Mr. Verdugo': 
complaints regarding the rough riding of the 214 truck must 
be viewed in light of the fact that he had a severe back 
problem, was operated on for a ruptured disc on July 28, 
1981 and was out of work for this condition from June 17, 
1981 to October 7, 1981 and from November 7, 1981 to 
January 4 , 1982 (Tr. 183-184). Finally, Mr. Verdugo con- 
tinued to complain about rough riding on the 214 truck afte 
the suspension had been replaced (Tr. 180-182). In light o 
the foregoing circumstances, I do not find Mr. Verdugo's 
testimony persuasive regarding alleged safety hazards and 
the nature of the ride on the 214 truck. 


The fourth driver who testified was Mr. Donaldson. He 
was assigned to the 220 truck but because he traded shifts 
with a driver named Dave Brown, he drove the 214 truck 
around the time Ms. Stailey made her complaint (Tr. 150- 
151) . Mr. Donaldson said that the 214 truck rode rough 
compared to the other trucks but the only checklist he 
completed for the 214 truck which mentioned the suspension 
was dated May 12, 4 days after Ms. Stailey complained 
(Tr. 151-152, Optr's. Exh. No. 6). Mr. Donaldson admitted 
he did not always fill out the lists accurately (Tr. 157), 
He stated that he did not know for sure whether he had note 
the suspension as a problem on May 12 because Ms. Stailey 
had spoken to him about her complaint, but he readily 
admitted he wished to help her (Tr. 167, 171-172). Even 
more importantly, Mr. Donaldson admitted that he did not 
consider the 214 truck unsafe for him when he was driving i 
(Tr. 171). 1 find Mr. Donaldson’s opinion regarding the 

safety of the 214 truck which was given with candor to be 
persuasive and I accept it. 


ers who testified did not use the 214 very often. The 
klists for the 214 truck reveal other drivers used that 
cle with greater frequency than those who testified. 

The operator's repair shop foreman, Mr. Kersey, testi- 
that haulage trucks are given priority in maintenance 
repairs because they are essential to production (Tr. 

7). Suspensions are changed on haulage trucks every 
0 to 10,000 hours (Tr. 70, 201). On April 17 a work 
r was issued to change the suspensions on the 214 
use it was the truck whose suspensions had the most 
s (Tr. 68-70) . On April 21 and May 2 the operator 
ived rebuilt suspensions which were installed on the 214 
:k on May 13 (Tr. 78, 83). The foreman looked at the 
ensions before and after they were changed and he saw no 
cts (Tr. 211) . As already noted, the inspector did not 
them. In addition, x-rays of the suspensions taken off 
214 truck showed no cracks (Tr. 204). The foreman 
ed that when the suspensions were removed, "donuts”, 

:h are rubber cushions in the suspensions and which would 
disintegrated if there had been a bottoming out of the 
k, were found to be intact (Tr. 198, 204-205, 216). The 
man further testified that the suspensions were being 
aced pursuant to the company's maintenance program and 
aid that up to the time of the inspector’s visit he did 
know of any miner complaint to MSHA about the 214 truck 
69-70, 203, 208-209). I find the foreman credible and 
cept his testimony. I conclude therefore, that the 
ensions were being replaced pursuant to the regular 
entive maintenance program and I reject any suggestion 
were changed in order to avoid issuance of a citation 
use a complaint had been made to MSHA. I further conclude 
the suspensions were free from defect and that there 
no bottoming out on the 214 truck. 

Mr. Chandler, the parts and service consultant for the 
facturer of the 214 truck, testified that he had driven 
y truck Phelps Dodge had and that trucks like the 214 
, to drive bumpy (Tr. 230). Both Mr. Kersey and 
Chandler listed a number of factors which would cause a 
h riding truck including speed and road conditions 
209, 230-231). Finally, the 214 truck as described by 


Based upon all the evidence I conclude that there v» 
no defects in the suspension of the 214 which affected 
safety. For reasons already noted, the principal complc 
upon whom MSHA relied is not credible. But to the exter 
that some of the other drivers believe the 214 was unsaf 
because of the suspension, I find more persuasive the cc 
trary evidence of the operator which demonstrates that t 
was nothing v;rong with the suspensions and that they wer 
being replaced pursuant to routine maintenance procedure 
I already noted the opinion of one of the drivers, 

Mr. Donaldson, that the 214 truck was not unsafe but on! 
rough riding and I rely also upon the infrequency v;ith v 
the checklist for the 214 identified suspension as a pre 

I recognize that under the Act miners are strongly 
encouraged to participate in the preservation and inaintG 
of health and safety in the mines. They are after all, 
ones whose lives are on the line. But the positions mir 
take and the complaints they make must be supportable ar 
prevail over contrary evidence produced by operators acc 
of violations. In this case MSHA failed to prove a viol 
The great weight of probative evidence favors the operat 

ORDER 


Accordingly, it is ORDERED that Citation No. 173586 
be Vacated and that the petition for the assessment of c 
penalty be DISMISSED. 



Lanier, Esq., Office of the Solicitor, U. S. 
nt of Labor, Suite 501, 555 Griffin Square, 
rx 75202 

Speor, Esq. and Stephen W. Pogson, Esq., Evans, 
Sc Jenckes, P.C., 363 North First Avenue, 
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DECISION AND ORDER 

These consolidated review-penalty cases are b 
the parties' waiver of hearing and cross motions f 
decision on stipulated facts. The dispute centers 
proper interpretation of the facts and applicable 
core issues are: 

i.. Whe.her a sample o?. respirable dust taken 
a single shift by a duly certified repres 
of the Secretary (a coal mine inspector) 
accord with the procedure prescribed by t 


3, Whether the violations charged "could have 

contributed to a significant and substantial" 
mine health hazard. 

Findings and Conclusions 

The fundamental requirement of the respirable dust stan 
that the average concentration be continuously maintained 
below 2 milligrams per cubic meter of air [2iiig/m^). 
ction 202(a], 30 C.F.R. 70.100. The two milligram standar 
ist be lowered, however, whenever the total respirable dust 
.ss in the mine atmosphere contains more than 5^ quartz, 
iction 205, 30 C.F.R. 70.101. Consequently, when sections 
12 [a) and 205 are road together tlie statutory respirable 
)al mine dust standard is 2 milligrams (not to exceed 5% 
lartz) per cubic meter of air. 

When the presence of an excessive concentration of quar 
; detected, the operator is thereafter required to maintain 
le respirable dust mass below an average concentration of 
milligrams of air cubed. The applicable standard is deter 
' dividing the percentage of quartz into the number 10. 

) C.F.R. 70.101. The formula for determining the applicabl 
ispirable dust standard when quartz is present was prescrit 
^ the Secretary of Health Education and Welfare, now the 
Jcretary of Health and Human Services. It was derived froii 


In these cases, the percent of quartz present on t 
mechanized mining units in question was 111. Therefore 
the average concentration of respirable dust in the min 
atmosphere associated with the two units had to be ther 
maintained at 0.9 milligrams of respirable dust per cub 
meter of air (10/11 equals 0.9 mg/m^) . 

I 

Samples for determining the percent of concentrati 
quartz in the respirable dust mass present in the mine 
are taken by the Secretary of Labor through duly certif 
mine inspectors. Such single shift samples are not use 
determine compliance with the mine dust standard in eff 
at the time the sample is taken. The percent of quart 2 
merely used to set the standard for future sampling. I 
if the percent of quartz in the sample analyzed is more 
5 the Secretary will give the operator notice of a lowe 
standard which will thereafter be used to establish con 
or noncompliance on the basis of averaging multi-shift 
taken by the operator during his next bi-monthly sampli 
30 C.F.R. 70.201, 207. 

The operator says this procedure is contrary to t\ 
which, it contends, requires all respirable dust sample 
taken by the operator. MSHA, the operator claims can c 



asserts tne respiraoie aust samples taKcn by certiried 
ho are not employed by the operator arc not samples 
be used to lower the 2 milligram standard, 
nd the contention without merit. 

ion 202(g) specifically authorizes the Secretary of 
his delegate to "cause to be made such frequent spot 
ns as he deems appropriate of the active workings of 
s for the purpose of obtaining compliance with /fhe 
e dust standard^? of /Title TJ7. begislativc History, 
1124 (1970). This authority is complemented by that 
section 104(f) whicli sanctions use of "samples taken 
inspection by an authorized representative of the 
" to determine whether the "applical)! e limi t bn the 
tion of respirable dust required to be maintained 
s Act is exceeded", and, if so, for issuance’ of a 
fixing a reasonable time for abatement." 
broad underlying authority, of course, is section 
and (4) which authorize inspections, and therefore 
to obtain "information relating to health conditions 
auses of diseases" and to determine "wlictlier there 
ance with the mandatory health standards ... or 
uirements of this Act". The cumulative import of 
ority provides compelling support for the view that 


Under section 205 of the Coal Act the Secretaries 
Interior and of Health, Education and Welfare were delg 
authority to develop and promulgate a formula that woul 
a reduction in the applicable respirable dust standard 
the quartz content of respirable dust in the atmosphere 
exceeded 5 percent, y The formula, which issued in Ma 
30 C.F.R. 70.101, required that whenever the "concentra 
respirable dust in the mine atmosphere*' contained "more 
5 percent quartz" the applicable respirable dust standa 
for that working place should be reduced by an amount c 
"by dividing the percent of quartz into the number 10". 


1/ The operator has withdrawn its improvident assertion 
a "practical matter" the trial judge should take notice 
fact that the integrity of the entire sampling program 
jeopardized by allowing federal coal mine inspectors to 
samples. Counsel for the operator admit they have no e 
to support such inflammatory assertions. 


Section 205 constitutes a legislativ.e recognition of 
iological studies show that the different co 
dust such as quartz and coal dust as well as 
concentration or density are factors which 
fibrotic lung tissue and the development o 
ssive fibrosis. 


rystallinc silicon dioxide) is classified a 
ast that causes scar tissue (fibrosis) to b 
when inhaled in excessive amounts. In 196 
ference of Governmental Industrial Hygienis 
3shold Limit Value (TLV) of 100 micrograms 
ibic meter of air over an eight hour period 
:ontinued on page 6) 


quartz in the dust. based on studies done in 1929 and 193 
was determined the toxicity limit (TLV] for quartz dust 
0.1 milligrams per cubic meter of air. The formula 
eloped by the National Institute for Occupational Safety ai 
1th (NIOSH) for applying this limit was: TLV equals 10 
ided by the percent of respirable quartz found in a sample 
respirable dust. £/ 

Thus, if the quartz component of the average concentrati( 
respirable dust during a single shift is 5 percent of a 
illigram mass, the concentration of quartz is 100 micrograj; 
milligrams) per cubic meter of air and no reduction in the 
al concentration of respirable dust (2mg/m3) is mandated. 

/5 equals 2). On the other hand, if the respirable mass 
ndard was 3 milligrams of air cubed, the 5 percent limit wc 
11 require it be lowered to 2 (10/5 equals 2) if the 
rtz content exceeded 5 percent. 


the airborne concentration of quartz to which it is believ{ 
t workers, including miners, may be repeatedly exposed day 
er day without adverse effect. NIOSH has recommended that 
concentration level be reduced to 50 micrograms (.05 mill; 
ms) but thus far MSHA has declined to adopt this as the ba: 

Its formula for reducing the applicable respirable dust 
ndard. 45 F.R. 23995 (1980) . 

Documentation of the Threshold Limit Values for Airborne 
taminants, ACGIH, 1981 Supplement 364-365. This report 
es that because the "percent quartz in respirable dust is 
en quite different from the percentage in ... total airbori 


190 micrograms of concentrated quartz dust which ’ 
twice the permissible dosage - exposure Cor each sh 
record shows this exposure which began some time 
continued until abated in January 1982. 

The quartz standard issued in March 1971 and 
without substantive change in April 1980, 45 H.R 

From the inception of the enforcement program to 
the procedure for evaluation of respirable quartz 
was known as the Standard Method A7, or KBr (Pota 
method. To perform the necessary chemical analys 
infrared spectrophotograpliy a sample of respirabl' 
weighing 1 to 4 milligrams was required. Because 
collected during a mine health inspection usually 
less than this amount it was often necessary to o 
10 to 30 samples to make a composite sample of 1 
The composite sample was then ashed, combined wit 
bromide, pelletized and analyzed for quartz conte 
an infrared spectrophotograph of the absorbance t 
crystalline silicon dioxide. 

Apparently through inadvert an ce the phrase '‘co 
of” was deleted before the words "respirable dust 
rule as reissued. Since no notice was given of a 
to change the statutory definition found in secti 
it seems obvious the Secretaries did not intend t 
the "average concentration" standard. 





I-* , 


1980 approximately 59,000 samples were collected and 
bmitted for quartz analysis. From these, only 1,500 quart: 
alyses could be performed. 

To increase the number of samples available for testing 
HA modified its analytical method in February 1981. The 
w method permits a quartz content determination to be made 
a single sample containing as little as 0.5 milligrams 
respirable mine dust. It v>;as first developed by the 
tional Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
1977 . 

Under the new method, the sample is ashed in a low-temp' 
re, radio- frequency (RF) asher, the ashed residue is combi: 
th potassium bromide, pelletized and analyzed for quartz u 
frared spectrophotometry. Use of the RF asher affords the 
vantage of being able to make a quartz analysis of a sanipl 
'Htaining as little as 0,5 milligrams of respirable mine du 
iC new method, which is capable of detecting about one perc 
lartz in an ashed sample weighing 0.5 milligrams is known a 
ie Single Sample, Low Temperature Ash (LTA) method of 
lantifying the quartz in a single valid sample of respirabl 
ne dust. Mine Safety and Health Administration's Procedur 
ir Determining Quartz Content of Respirable Coal' Mine Dust 


This showed that quartz determinations with the ”n 
were within approximately 1 percent of the determi 
obtained with the "old" method [i.e., £01 a determ 
8 percent with the "old" method, the determination 
"new" method would be 7, 8 or 9 percent). In addi 
of single samples were analyzed to quantify the in 
variability of the "nc\j” method. This showed the 
of variability was 17 percent as compared to the " 
which was 10.8 percent. The difference in variabi 
of no practical significance since the results of 
determinations are truncated and reported as whole 
that is, an analysis that results in a deteriiiinati 
percent quartz is reported as S percent. 

The variability of disparate samples is admit 
on a limited amount of data. Samples to determine 
or multi'Shift variability were collected from fi\ 
17 sections, from a quantitative standpoint, 80 p 
the time the average standard deviation about the 
determined from at least five samples, was 2 percc 
shift samples, i.e., those collected from the same 
the same day, the variability was within a range c 
minus 1 percent. The evidence shows, and the ope: 
dispute, that the variability betw'een and amonp tl 


5 sample method fails to comply with the requirement 
quartz deteririination be based on averaging five 
f respirable dust. 30 C.F.R. 207. 
lispositive issue, therefore, Is wlictl\er the limit 
ible quartz dust can he enforced on the basis of a 
Lft gravimetric sample of the atmospiiere of the 
i mining units cited or must bo a com))ositc of the 
l-shift samples taken to determine compliance with 
respirable mine dust concentration. 

)rt for the operator's position is found, it is claimed 
determination that "a s Itig Ic - sh i ft respirable dust 
Duld not be relied upon for compliance dctcrmlnat Lons 
respirable dust concentration being measured" is near 
ims. 45 230‘)7 (1980). Pointing out that oacii 

nples in question was loss than 2 milligrams, the 
irgues the sampling jiroccdurc followed to determine 
itent was not a valid statistical teclinitpic because 
id the long"estal)lisiicd requirement for multiple 
iraging. 30 C.P.R. 207. 

secretary's answer is that the statute docs not 
Uti-sample averaging to dctcnninc the concentration 
ible quartz dust. Section 202(f)(2). MSilA further 


nor the Secretary, it is argued ever intended the pre-con- 
quartz sample, i.e,, the sample used to establish the lou 
dust standard, be derived from a statistically valid samp 
of the average concentration of the total airborne respir 
dust to which the miners were exposed. The Secretary car 
his burden, it is claimed, if he shows persuasively that, 
after applying valid statistical techniques, a single shi 
sample of respirable mine dust pictures, with scientific 
accuracy, the concentration of respirable quartz dust in 
the atmosphere during the shift on which the sample was t 
Since a single shift sample of each of the continuou 
miner operators (liigh risk occupations) cited showed a qt 
concentration of 11 percent, the Secretary claims lie had 
discretionary duty to lower the total respirable dust sta 
to .9 milligrams of air cubed and thereafter to enforce 
that standard on the basis of multi - sanlple averaged "comp 
samples, y 


yj While the Secretary claims single shift samples are ne 
used to find a violation, one of the "Hnforcement Example 
given in the directive to inspectors states that where ar 
analysis of a single sample from an area subject to a low 
standard has generated an even higher concentration or 
percentage of quartz, "the inspector should issue a citat 
upon receipt of the quartz analysis because there was a 
violation at the time the sample was collected". Coal Mi 
Safety S Health Memorandum No. 81-183-H, p. 8. 


C t i on 305 provides : 


coal mining operations where the concentration 
respirable dust in the mine atmosphere of any 
rking place contains more than 5 percent quartz, 
e Secretary of Health, Hducation and Welfare shall 
escribe an appropriate formula for determining the 
plicablc respirable dust standard under this title 
r such working place and the Secretary /of Labor^/ 
all apply such formula in carrying out Kis duties 
,der this title. 

ction 202(c) provides : 

ferences to concentrations of respirable dust in 
is title mean the average concentration of respirable 
,st measured with a device approved by the Secretary 
,d the Secretary of Health, Hducation and Welfare. 

ction 2Q2(f) provides : 

■r the purpose of this title, the term "average con- 
ntration" moans a determination which accurately 
presents the atmospheric conditions with regard to 
^spirable dust to which each miner in the active 
irkings of a mine is exposed (1) as measured during 
le 18 month period following the date of enactment 
this Act, over a number of continuous production 
lifts to be determined by the /^lecretarier/ , and (2) 
measured thereafter, over a single shift only, unless 
he Secretaries/ find, in accordance with the pro- 
sions of scetTon 101 of this Act, that such single 
lift measurements will not, after applying valid 
latistical techniques, to such measurement, accurately 
present such atmospheric conditions during such 
lift . 


ic legislative history of section 202(f) shows there 
'harp disagreement between the Senate and House over 
■ t reliable metliod for sampling atmospJicric conditions 
'rmine the "average concentration" of respirable dust. 


the operators' interests succeeded in persuading 
to adopt an amendment that would have required mi 
sampling to determine the "average concentration' 
matter was finally resolved in the Conference Coi 
report states: 

The substitute adopted by the conference rei 
the operator to maintain continuously the a’ 
concentration of respirable dust in the mini 
atmosphere during each shift to which each i 
is exposed at or below the established maxii 
standard or the permitted maximum standard, 
also provides that the term "average concen 
means that for a maximum period of 18 month: 
enactment, measurements of a minimum number 
the same production shifts in consecutive o 
are authorized to obtain a statistically va: 
sample. At the end of this 18-month period 
requires that the measurements be over one"] 
duction shift only, unless the Secretary am 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare 
in accordance with the standard setting pro' 
of section 101, that single-shift mcasuremei 
will not accurately represent the atmospher, 
conditions during the measured shift to whii 
miner is continuously exposed. H. Rpt. 91- 
91st Cong., 1st Sess., 75; Legislative Histi 
Coal Act 1037 (1970) . 

From this-, it is clear that the legislative pref< 
for single shift sampling and that multi-shift a’ 
is the exception, not the rule. The operator, ii 
concedes tiiat "the Seci'etaries have never expres; 
that a single shift sample will not accurately r( 
/the average concentration of respirable quartz < 
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, , mul t L - samp Ic averaging as the basis Cor the issuance 
ritatloiis to onrorcc a lowered st.andard. ‘IS F.K. 23997. 

I find that as a matter of law, section 202 ( 1') of the 
plainly authorizes use of single sliift samples as the 
LS for determining the concentration of cjiiartz and that 
best available scientific evidence supports use of such 
roccdure . 

Tiie ojicrator has chosen not to challenge the evidence 
jced by the Secretary to sliow th.at, after applying valid 
tistical techni(|ucs, a single shift sample of respirable 

2 dust can be analyzci.! by a method which accurately measure; 
concentration of respii-ablc quartz dust in tlic atmosphere 

ing that sirift. IJ [instead It has generally cited studic.s 
iting to tiic validity of gravimetric measurements of 
lirable coal mine dust masses. 

There is, of course, no dispute about the fact tliat 
sonai gravimetric samplers were used to collect the respirai 

3 dust in question. Fur tliermore , the relevant literature 
rtTS that true dust concentrations in coal mines vary from 

rKe^operiFtor ' s claiin~that the standard as applied arhitrari 
aces ti\c total dust level no matter how insignificant the 
unt of quartz present is demonstrably incorrect. (Fxh. 2). 
operator makes no claim that exposure to more than 100 
rograms of respirable quartz dust for ciglit hours a day, day 


dust concentration in the atmosphere of a continuou 
operator has a standard deviation of 70 percent. I 
Respirable Dust Measurement 13-14 (1977). 

But, says the Secretary, all this is irrelevan 
after applying valid statistical techniques to the 
spectroscopy method of analyzing single shift sampl 
quartz it was found that the variability between an 
single and multiple samples was relatively low, plu 
1 or 2 percent. Indeed, this conclusion seems to b 
corroborated by a study done by the operator's own 
hygienists in 1970 or 1971. This study found it wa 
using an x-ray diffraction technique to "estimate t 
and calcite on individual filters where the dust lo 
was 0.20 mg." The same report recommended that inf 
techniques being used in England and Germany be car 
studied to "determine whether this analytical proce 
be applied to individual respirable dust samples", 
claims, and I find its evidence supports the conclu 
that by 1981 the infrared technique had been perfec 
the point where it could be applied to samples with 
as 0.5 milligrams of dust with the reproductibility 
(coefficient of variation) between single and multi 
so small as to be negligible. 


sample because only 0.5 milligrams of dust is analyzed 
ler instance to determine the quartz content. As a 
:al matter, of course, it makes quite a difference 
3 of the time and effort required to work with 
ather than one sample. 

le percent quartz content, as previously indicated, is 
id as a standard but only as a factor in the formula 
iucing the total respirable dust mass. The object is 
D the quartz exposure within the permissible limit. 

:t that a 1 % quartz content of a .7 milligram sample 
3e used to reduce the 2 milligram standard to 1.4 
rams does not mean that a 49 microgram standard for 
is being enforced. A simple calculation shov-zs the 
content of the .7 mg sample would have to reach 14% 
it would equal 100 micrograiiis (.7 mg equals 700 ug X 
jals 98 ug) . The formula, on the other hand, is designed 
ire that the quartz content of the reduced standard 
does not exceed 100 micrograms or 0.1 mg quartz/m^' 
g/m^ X 7% equals 0.1 mg/m^ quartz). Obviously, if 
3rator is achieving a .7 mg/m^ concentration of respirabli 
- will have no difficulty in complying with the lowered 
standard . 

IS "estimated that the use of the single sample procedure 


(representative samples) of the average concentratio 
dust in the relevant atmosphere during the shifts in 
Tl\e operator's contest of the validity of the pre-co 
samples, i.e., those used to lower the total dust st 
is, therefore, denied. 

HI 

The operator claims the violations in question 
"significant and substantial" because there is no pr 
evidence that exposure of miners to Free silica (qua 
generated "naturally in mining" is a significant hca 
The Secretary responded with a report and supporting 
from the National Institute for Occupational Safety 
(NIOSH). This report concluded that an "intermittan 
continuous" exposure to more than 100 micrograms per 
meter of respirable quartz dust, regardless of the s 
the total respirable dust mass, "constitutes a serio 

to the healtli of miners." (Exhibi 


g affidavit and tlie XIOSH report po 
'Tiled to understand that the thres 
rams per cubic meter of air for q 

L»ut the resultant of the formula a 

to reduce the 2 milligram standard when the free sil 
of an analyzed sample exceeds 5 percent. The 100 mi 
limit is a constant that docs not vary with the size 
sample analyzed and is used solely as a regulator of 
permissible respirable dust mass of 2 milligrams. T 
is to insure that the concentration of respirable qu 
in the atinosuhere is maintained at nr hpinw inn mirr 


icrograms) in the presence of coal dust results in a 
istic effect that exacerabates the health risk involved 
osure to respirable mine dust. The Secretary argues 
ss intended a finding of “significant and substantial” 
e whenever an “incipient" health hazard can, on tlie basis 
best available evidence, be said to pose a significant 
f material health impairment over the long run. Finally, 
claimed that a finding of "significant and substantial" 
ranted wherever the fraction of free silica in the mine 


ample^ if a single analyzed sample weighs .5 milligrams 
e free silica content is 6 percent, the 2 milligram 
rd will be reduced to 1.6 (10/6 equals 1.6 mg), 
fter compliance is measured against the reduced respirabl( 
tandard of 1.6 mg, not the threshold limit of 100 
rams for quartz. The fact that the quartz content of 
mple analyzed weighed only 25 micrograms (.5 mg equals 
X 5^0 equals 25 ug) is irrelevant and does not mean 
25 ug “standard" is being enforced when the limit is 
It simply means tliat since the compliance or enforcem^ 
rd is 1.6 mg the actual amount of quartz in the en- 
ent may regress to 100 micrograms or 20 percent of the 
mass (.5 mg equals 500 ug x 20% equals 100 ug) before 
duced standard (1.6 mg) would be violated. In the 
at hand, it appears the analyzed samples were 1.7 
rams and contained 11 percent quartz. This means the 
ed sample had 190 micrograms of quartz [(,11) (1.7)) equa 

g per meter cubed or 190 ug per meter cubed). The 
ement or compliance samples averaged 1.3 mg and 1 mg 
tively, Tliis means that in the case of the 1 . 3 mg 
the quartz content may have been approximately 15 
t (1.3 mg/. 19 mg equals 0,146S) and in tlie case of the 
ample approximately 19 percent (1 mg/. 19 equals 19%). 


or continuous" exposure to any concentration of quaitz du; 
in excess of the cs tabl ished hygientical ly safe level of 
100 micrograms per meter of air cubed and more particular 
a concentration of 11 percent (190 micrograms) in a respi 
dust mass of 1.7 milligrams "constitutes a serious and sul 
hazard to the health of a worker". (Exhibit 3). The 

operator offered no fact-specific rebuttal to this evidein 
Thus, the matter is before me on the operator's claim tha 
the Secretary's evidence is, as a matter of law, insuffic 
to establish the violations charged were "of such nature . 
could have significantly and substantially contribute-d to 
cause and effect" of a mine health hazard. 11 / Section 1 


ro/ 1.7 milligrams was apparently the weiglit of tlie s.ingl 
samples analyzed for quartz (lU x 1.7 mg equals .19 mg o 
190 ug). Inasmuch as the compliance samples averaged 1.3 
and 1 milligrams, respectively, it appears that the conce 
tions of quartz involved in the violations charged ranged 
190 to 200 micrograms. _ This was substantially in excess 
permissible exposure limit value of 100 micrograms. 

Although the matters are before me on the parties' cr 
motions. for summary decision, each has the burden of show 
the indisputability of the facts which warrant judgment i 
his favor. Moore's federal Practice Par. 56.1.3. The Sec 
evidence clearly establishes that the 100 plus niicrograin 
IS indisputably accepted by the scientific and medical co 
as the safe limit for exposure to free silica. The opera 
does not challenge this but claims such an exposure does 
constitute a . "significant and substantial" health hazard 
(footnote 11 continued on page 20) 


J on what is known and uncont rad ic tied may in and of itself 
abstantial evidence when first-hand evidence on the 


tion is unavailable. I ndustrial Union v. American Petroleum 
itute , 4 4 8 U.S. 60 7 , 70 7 [1930), Dissent iiiR Opinion; 
ardso n v. P aralcs , 402 li.S. 389 [1971). I note that 
3 the KTOSII report and its supporting, documejitation are 
part of the stipulated record tlic operator, in the face 
hat report, continues to stand on its cross motion and 
offered no evidence to contradict the report. With the 
er in this posture, T am free to infer there is no 
ence other than the pleadings and supporting instruments 


use there is no evidence that the inhalation of quartz 
generated naturally increases tlic risk of developing 
costs or black lung in either the sliort or long term, 
bald assertion is unsu{>ported by any medical or scientific 
ence. It apparently depends upon a claim that an exainina- 
of studies conducted in Great Britain concerning the 
tionship between quartz dust and the development of 
-workers' pneumonocoiosis shows there is no correlation, 
e studies are unidentified and were not submitted for 
record. The NIOSII report, on the other hand, deals S])ecifi 
this issue and concludes the weight of reputable scientifi 
medical thought Is that "a key factor in the development 
ilicosis is the duration of exposure multiplied by dust 
entration". [lixhibit 3, Para. 8). The studies submitted 
lOSIl, and not disputed by the operator, also show that 
tz must be regarded as a possible cause of black lung, 
ecially where mixed dust exposure may be low, but the 
ortion of quartz liigli". (Exhibit 3, Reference 7, p. 1275; 
rence 11, pp. 123-125, Reference 14, p. 191). 


Manctas v. International PetVQleuin Carriers, Inc 


414 [3d Cir. 1976); Commission Rule 64. My revi' 
parties materials leads me to conclude there is 
issue of fact with respect to the charge that tlr 
cited were "significant and substantial". 

I deal first with the Secretary's claim tha 
centration of quartz in excess of the 100 microg 
by section 20S, 30 C.F.R. 70.101, is per se a si, 
and substantia] violation. 

Silicosis is a condition of massive fibrosi 

marked by shortness of breath. It results from 

of silica dust, is dose and time dependent and m 

incurable. Only technical preventive measures i 

can control or eliminate the problem. A descrip 

siiirosis, extracted from a primer prepared for ■ 

'^lustrates the disease's progress. 

Dm is shortness of breath, at 
during physical activity, bu 
r less and less exertion, unt 
victim is short of breath ev 
caused by many small round 1 
ilop from irritation by silic 
ird inelastic scars -- just 1 
:hat result from an operation 
stiff, so that it takes more 
i them with air. The scars a 
Is of the air sacs, blocking 
'gen into the blood; tired bl 



reaction to tne silica may cause scars to join 
into larger scars; some may occupy the entire 
lung. This process, progressive massive fibrosis, 
is frequently accompanied by increasing susceptibility 
to tubercuolsis and other infections. Finally, the 
heart, which must pump blood through these stiff, 
inelastic lungs, becomes weakened and enlarged and 
fails to pump effectively. 12 / 

Silicosis is a "continuum” or progressive disease. The 
It of silica estimated to be inhaled in 50% of those who 
from silicosis is 5 grains. (Exliibit 3, Reference 5). 
is about one-half a teaspoon. While there is some 
rtainty over the manner in which the disease progresses 
its least serious to its disabling stage, it is certain 
prolonged exposure above safe limits contributes to the 
ression. It also appears that a severe stage of the 
ase may result from brief as well as intermittant or 
rrupted exposure. (Exhibit 3, References 5, 6). In its 
serious form, silicosis is a chronic and irreversible 
ructive pulmonary disease that like black lung or in 
:iation with black lung can create an additional strain 


^tellman and Daum, Work is Dangerous to Your Health , V i n t a g 
5, New York (1973) , 168. Only dus t containirTg Tree (uncomb 
:a can cause silicosis. The disease is one of the 
nonoconioses , a group of lung diseases which result from 
lation of excessive amounts of respirable dust in industria 
ronments such as mining, quarrying, foundrys and textile 
5 See, American Textile Mfgrs. Inst. v. Donovan, 452 
^20 (i98rr: 


in the development of black lung, the present consensus 
in reputable medical and scientific thinking is that qu 
dust exposure in excess of the established and accepted 
threshold limit of 0.1 milligrams per cubic meter of ai 
may be an important factor in the development and rapid 
progression of coalworkers' pneumonoconiosis . In fact, 
is no discernable disagreement over the fact that expos 
of miners to high concentrations of free silica (in exc 
of S'i) may, standing alone, or when mixed with coal min 
dust trigger over the short or long run, depending on i 
susceptibility, adverse pathogenic or fibrogenic reacti 
lung tissue. H/ 


rs/ CoTftrary to the operator's contention, the statute 
restrain MSHA from acting to prevent irreversible healt 
until miners actually suffer the early symptoms of sili 
black lung. Instead the law is a mapdate to reduce the 
that irreversible damage- -especially for those miners v 
recular exnn-^iire to the causal agent, respirable mine c 
‘ MSHA and NIOSH have adequately docume 
e attributable to continued exposure 
evidence shows that the acute symptc 
in conjunction with black lung (anti 
pulmonary system and increase his oi 
the adverse effects of subsequent pa1 
tions 106(a)(63, (7), 202, 205 and re 
y together with Exhibit 3 and its atl 
liography. For these reasons, I hole 
ategorize as significant and substan! 
ure to quartz dust that passes the tl 
ermissible exposure level of 100 mici 


LS was a severe health problem in the United States. 

the United Mine Workers of America and the Pennsylvani 
snt of Labor and Industry surveyed pulmonary disease 
[ithracite miners. 14 / This study confirmed that the 
Id or permissible quarts concentration of a respirable 
S 5 should not exceed S percent. 

1950 the U. S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Mines, 
d the literature on dusts, with emphasis on the rela- 
p to dust diseases. Efforts to control industrial dusts 
storically relied on the medicolegal principle of dose 
e. This principle holds there is a systematic relations 
the severity of a response to an industrial dust 
such as quartz and the degree of exposure. This in 
based on the concept that the magnitude of toxicity 
tz dust is proportional to its concentration in the 
espirable coal mine dust mass. Thus, as the level of 
e decreases there is a decrease in the risk of injury, 
risk becomes negligible when exposure falls below 
tolerable (threshold or permissible) levels or 
rations. (Exhibit 3, Reference 3). 

ers , Anthr aco- Silicos is Among Hard Coal Miners, U.S. 
Health Service Bulletin HZZl (Dec. 1935). 


this formula as the percent of quartz increases the allowj 
total respirable coal mine dust mass is decreased. 15 / U 
is the type of formula which Congress had in mind in enaci 
section 205 and from which the Secretary of HEW derived tl 
formula promulgated in 30 C.I’.R. 70.101. 42 I'.R. 59294 

C1977), It is specifically designed to accommodate the 2 
milligram limit on the total respirable dust mass In surfi 
and underground coal mines. 

NIOSH and the ACGIH continuously review and monitor 
the toxicity of airborne contaminants to determine the sai 
concentrations to which most workers can be exposed withoi 
endangering health, TLV-TWA's and NIOSH's criteria paper: 
(Exhibit 3, Reference 8) are based on the best available 
evidence from industrial experience, from experimental hui 
and animal studies, and, when possible, from a combinatioi 
of the three. 1 6 / The medical and scientific basis for tJ 

Documentation of Threshold Limit Values, (ACGIH, 4th c 
364-365 (1981). The formula was first adopted in 1968 ba: 
on work done by Ayer. See, Ayer, H.E., The proposed ACGIH 
mass limits for quartz: Review and Evaluation. Am, Ind. 
Hyg. Assoc. J. 1968; 29:336-342; Id. 30:117 (1969). 

TLV's Threshold Limit Values for Chemical Substances i 
Physical Agent's in the Workroom Environment (1982), at 2, 


for quartz dust has been incorporated in an improved 
standard, 30 C.F.R. 70.101, it has the force and effect 

(plying the formula to the cases in question, the 
iry reduced the applicable 2 milligram standard to .9 
•ams. Tliercaftcr compliance or enforcement sam])ling 
the lowered standard had been violated. The operator 
)t dispute this. It is clear that the violations 
i did, in fact occur. 

irthor a preponderance of the evidence shows that for 
jars the medical and scientific communities iiave accepted 
iblishcd fact that the exposure of miners to free silica 
:entrations that exceed 5 percent of the total respirable 
iss in their environment poses a significant risk to 
diort and long term health. 1 7 / (Exhibits 2, 3). 
t: is obvious that in enacting section 205 Congress made 
:ious decision to call upon the expertise of NIOSil 
lA and to delegate to tliem the authority to make a 
determination that would strike a balance between what 
is not the safe upper limit of quartz exposure. 

Tact, NIOSll ha~s urged that the limit be reduced to 2.5 
t or 50 micrograms. 42 P.R, 23995 (1980). 


and deliberation in a. lengthy public rulemaking proce 
The operator's suggestion that the formula was plucke 
thin air and arbitrarily applied is clearly mistaken. 

I find there is an indisputable correlation betw 
the level and duration of exposure of the respiratory 
to free silica and the development of fibrogenic tiss 
the lungs. Where, as here, the exposure substantial! 
the threshold limit for an extended period of time al 
as to the significance of the risk of a material heal 
meat must be resolved in favor of the miners. 18/ 


l8/ " When~~Con'gress enacted section 101(a) (6) of the Ac 
1^77, it recognized that the validity and enforceabil 
of health standards should be judged by criteria that 
different than those applied to safety standards. Th 
Supreme Court has confirmed this. See Industrial Uni 
V, American Petroleum In stitute. ^148 U.S. ,""supT'a', ' 64^ 
^erTcan Textile Mgfrs. Inst, y, Donovan , 4 5”2 U.S. 49 
(1981) , rndeed jlT the Benzene case the Court hel 
so long as an agency's findings as to the safe level 
toxic or carcinogenic substance or physical agent are 
by a body of reputable medical and scientific thought 
apney is free to use conservative assumptions in int 
the date . . . risking error on the side of overprote 
ratherthan underprotection". Industrial Union, supr 
656, It is axiomatic that occupational health legi^ 
IS to be liberally construed to effectuate the Congre 
purpose. Whirlpool Corp. v. Marshall , 445 U.S. 1, 13 


find the Secretaries’ complementary determination of the 
line between the safe and the unsafe while not denionstrabl 
with mathematical nicety accords with the best available 
medical and scientific evidence. This, I believe, is all 
that is required. Compare American Textile Mf^^rs. Inst. 

V. Donovan , 452 U.S., supra , 495-504, 509. Indeed in vievtf 
the legislative determination that the dose response curve 
is to be set at a 5 percent concentration in a total respi 
dust mass of 2 milligrams (0.1 mg) any attempt to alter th 
curve and thereby reduce the protection afforded the miner 
by the existing standard would fall afoul of section 101 
of the Act unless and until it can be shown that a less 
stringent standard will provide the same protection. 19 / 
The operator’s reliance on Consolidation Coal Company 
Secretary , 4 FMSHRC 1559 (1982) is misplaced. There the t 
judge vacated an SfiS charge on the ground the Secretary fa 

1^/ Section 101 (a) (9) provides that "No mandatory health c 
safety standard promulgated under this title shall reduce 
the protection afforded miners by an existing mandatory he 
or safety Standard". A rejection of the ShS charge would 
tantamount to a finding that exposure to quartz dust above 
the threshold or safe level is insignificant or de minimis 
and the risk insubstantial. This would vitiate the 
effect of the S^S charge and run counter to the Congressic 
purpose that underlies section 104(e). 


A preponderance of the probative medical and scj 
evidence in these cases shows there was a measurable 
ship between the concentrations of respirable quartz 
and the pulmonary disorders of miners regularly expoi 
such concentrations. There is therefore substantial 
to support the conclusion that the concentrations in 
"could be a major cause of a danger to . . . health", 
V. National Gypsum Company , 3 FMSHUC 822, 827 [1981), 
I am mindful that the statute does not require i 
exposure to fibrogenic concentrations of quartz dust 
an imminent health hazard, only a "reasonable likelil 
an . . . illness of a reasonably serious nature" dur: 
miner's normal working life as the result of such ex] 
National Gypsum , supra , 828. It is undeniable that ; 
is an illness of a "reasonably serious 'nature" . Fur 
the undisputed medical and scientific evidence shows 
even intcrmittant exposure creates a "likelihood" or 
possibility that a one-time (single shift) exposure ' 
lead to a serious health impairment or functional di: 
Indeed, unless the threshold limit is to be rendered 
it must be accorded the status of the determinant be 
is and is not significant and substantial. A statute 


)n 101(a)(6) of the 1977 amendments to the 1969 
lopted almost in haec verba the language of section 
the Occupational Safety and Health Act. 20 / Under 
:tion 101(a)(6), the validity of procedures and 
lesigned to attain "the highest degree of health 
protection for the miner” are to be judged by 
3 Secretary has shown by the "best available evidence” 

5 more likely than not” that the permissible exposure 
plus micrograms) presents a significant risk of 
3alth impairment. Industrial Union v. American 
5t. , 448 U.S. 607, 653 (1980). This standard 
5 a recognition by Congress of special problems in 
health risks as opposed to safety risks. Id. at 649, 
rican Textile Inst, v. Donovan , 452 U.S. 490, 

. As the Court noted, in the case of safety hazards 
are generally immediate and obvious, while in the 
alth hazards the risks may not be apparent until 

Ty^ difference was the omission of the "feasibility” 
t found in the first sentence of section 6(b)(5). 
lity" requirement is, however, to be found in 
sentence of section 101(a)(6). The operator 
laim that the 100 microgram standard is technologically 
cally infeasible. 


of possible future events and extrapolations from limited 
data. Industrial Union , supra , at 655-656; American Textile 
Mfgrs. , supra , at 495- 505, and n. 25. This does not mean 
that MSHA is clothed with unrcviewable discretion. What it 
does mean is that MSHA's mandate necessarily requires it 
to act, even where information is incomplete, when the best 
available evidence indicates a serious threat to the health 
of miners. At the same time, to support a finding that a 
health hazard is significant and substantial MSHA has a duty 
to pinpoint the factual evidence and the policy considcratior 
upon which it relied. This requires explication' of the 
assumptions underlying predictions and extrapolations and 
of the basis for its resolution of conflicts and ambiguities. 
Thus, as I view the matter a Commission trial judge must oxar 
not only MSHA's factual support, but also the "judgment call; 
and reasoning that contribute to its final decision. Aineric? 
Federation of Labor, ETC, v. Marshall , 617 F.2d 636 , 651 (D.( 
Cir. 1979), affd. 452 U.S. 490 (1981); Industrial Union Dept 
AFL-CIQ V. Hodgson . 499 F.2d 467, 475-476 (1974). 


TV/ Congress wanted the Secretary to protect miners not only 
against known harms, but also against risks of harms not who 
understood. Comparable provisions in the OSH Act have been c 
strued to embrace protection from the "subclinical effects" 
647^F Steelwor kers of America v, Marshall 

^ A r\ *■ 


1189, 12S~r2S2 (D.C. CTFT'TW U), Use 


V, 

of tH^ 


S§S c 


;ret:ary and NTOSM arc legally sufficient to support 
larges . 

Order 

premises considered, it is ORnr-RED that the contest 
ations in question be, and hereby are, DENIED. It 
: ORDERED that for the violations of 30 C.P.R. 
ind the operator pay a total penalty of $198 and 



on : 

W. Moncrief, Esq., Office of the Solicitor, U.S. 
nt of Labor, 4015 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA 
iertified Mail) 

Symons, Esq,, U.S. Steel Mining Co., Inc., 600 
reet, Pittsburgh, PA 15230 (Certified Mail) 
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Docket Kos. 


B & B MINING, INC. , 

Respondent : 

DECISION APPROVING SF.TTLKMKNT 

This proceeding involves two complaints of discharg 
or interference filed by Roger L. Hall against B & B Min 
to section 105(c)(3) of the Federal Mine Safety and Heal 
The complaint filed In Docket No. VA 79-128-D alleges th 
charged Hall on or about June 1979, in violation of s 
the Act. Respondent alleges that it discharged Hall bee 
more days of work without obtaining permission to be abs 
contends that he was discharged because he requested tha 
Health Administration conduct a special Inspection of rc 
Hall requested an Immediate arbitration hearing with res 
of June 4, 1979, and, as a result of that hearing, Hall 
prior position and awarded back pay. 

The complaint filed by Hall in Docket No. VA 80-170 
spondent again discharged him on or about April 7, 1980 » 
section 105(c)(1) of the Act. Hall claims that responde 
for 1 week and 2 days. When the miners were called back 
leges that he asked that the mine be inspected before th 
work. The primary reason for requesting the inspection 
claim that respondent was using 12-inch roof bolts which 
labeled as 36-inch bolts. Management denied Hall's requ 
asked for 2 days of personal leave which, Hall says, wer 
then claims that when he returned to work, he was dlscha 
answer to the complaint in Docket No. VA 80-170-D allege 
charged for illegal picketing activities. 

These cases were first assigned to Administrative I 
baurenson who convened a hearing In Abingdon, Virginia, 
to consider the issues raised by the complaints. At Che 
for respondent stated that respondent had filed a petiti 
February 21, 1980, and chat the filing of a bankruptcy t 
stays all proceedings against a corporation until a part 
mission from the bankruptcy court to proceed. Judge Lai 
hearing chat he was required by Che provisions of 11 U.f 
tlnue the cases until counsel for complainant had obtaii 
the bankruptcy court to proceed. 


Judge Laurenson rescheduled a hearing after permission to proceed hi 
;en obtained from the bankruptcy court, but that hearing had to be canc< 
:cause of budgetary constraints. Judge Laurenson again scheduled the c. 
ir hearing, but that hearing also had to be canceled when Judge Laurens< 
came one of the judges who were subject to a reduction in force. 

The cases were thereafter reassigned to me and I issued a prehearin; 
•der on February 12, 1982, requesting that the parties provide answers 
islc factual and procedural questions by March 12, 1982, but the time ft 
iswering had to be extended so that respondent’s newly assigned counsel 
luld obtain records from the former counsel who had withdrawn. Tliereaf 
Idltional extensions of time had to be granted because complainant's co' 
IS forced to undergo surgery for a serious back problem which involved . 
mg period of post-operative recuperation. 

The cases were finally scheduled for hearing on January 11, 1983, 1 
)ingdon, Virginia. Before a formal hearing had begun, I asked counsel 
le parties if they had discussed settlement. Complainant's counsel sta 
jat he had not tried to settle the cases with the lawyer who was now re 
mting respondent, but that he had tried unsuccessfully to settle the c 
Lth respondent's former attorney. Counsel for respondent indicated tha 
IS quite willing to discuss settlement. Therefore, the partieswere gi 
\ opportunity to discuss settlement. Shortly thereafter, counsel for c 
lainant advised me that the parties had reached a settlement agreement 
ilch respondent had agreed to pay complainant an amount of $1,300 with 
)ect to the complaint filed in Docket No. VA 79-128-D and an amount of 
Lth respect to the complaint filed in Docket No. 80-170-D, or a total o 
JjOOO for both cases, including attorney's fees, 

I find that the settlement agreement should be approved, Complalna 
id obtained a job with another employer after his second discharge and 
lere was not a long period for which back pay could have been required 
I a hearing had been, held on the merits and an outcome favorable to com 
Lainant had resulted. Additionally, in view of the fact that responden 
3W involved in formal bankruptcy proceedings, the usual relief of reins 
snt of complainant to his former position would not be possible. 

L-LHEREFORE, for the reasons hereinbefore given It is ordered: 

(A) The parties' settlement agreement is approved. 

(B) Within 30 days from the date of this decision, the complaint f 
n Docket No. VA 79-128-D shall be considered satisfied and dismissed up 
ayment by respondent of $1,300.00 to complainant and the complaint in C 


j. Lommisaion kui«s» 


Issues 


The Issues presented In these proceedings include (1) whe 
named respondents have violated the provisions of the Act and 
regulations as alleged in the proposals for assessment of civi 
filed in these proceedings, and, if so, (2) the appropriate ci 
that should be assessed against each respondent for the allege 
based upon the criteria set forth in section llO(i) of the Act 
issues raised by the parties are Identified and disposed of In 
of this decision. 

In determining the amount of a civil penalty assessment, 
110(1) of the Act requires consideration of the following crlt 
(1) the operator’s history of previous violations, (2) the app 
of such penalty to the size of the business of the operator, ( 
the operator was negligent, (4) the effect on the operator’s a 
continue in business, (5) the gravity of the violation, and (6 
demonstrated good faith of the operator in attempting to achie 
compliance after notification of the violation. 

Additional Issues, as stated by petitioner MSHA in Its po 
brief, are as follows: 

1. Do Che facts in this case support the conclusion that 
Austin Powder performed services at Che Doan Scrip 
Mine and therefore Is liable under the Act for any 
violations resulting from the actions of its agents? 
Can Austin Powder limit its liability under the Mine 
Act pursuant to its service contract with Doan Coal? 

2. Is the concept of strict liability applicable Co 

the alleged violations of 30 CFR 77.1303(h) at issue? 

3. On July 30, 1981, were the miners at the Doan Strip 
Mine given ample warning that a blast was about to 
occur? 

4. If the violations of 30 CFR 77.1303(h) did occur, 
were they caused by the negligence of either Austin 
Powder and/or Doan Coal? 


2ontr£3ctor wlchin the meaning of the Act, end Is not nnbjeciL 
to the jurisdiction of MSHA with regard to tiic actions and 
events alleged in this proceeding. 

\11 individuals allegedly committing violations were, a.s 
a matter of law, not employees or agents of Austin Powder 
at the time of the alleged violations. 

rhe regulation which Austin Powder is charged with violating 
is unenforceably vague and ambiguous, as zippl Led to the facts 
aere. 


Discus s ion 

lursday, July 30, 1981, a fatal blasting accident occurred at 
loal Company's strip mine, No. I Pit (stock pile area). 

/atroha, a laborer employed by Doan Coal Company, was observing 
Lng operation from a stock pile, and while seated at, or running 
location, was struck by flyrock and otlier dei)ris from the l)inst. 

I blasting work was being performed by Austlt* Powder Company, 

:son of a licensed blaster, Jeffrey Lucas and hi^ craw, atid, tlia 
sfork was performed at the specific refiucst of Doan Ci>al Company, 

) experienced blasters of its own. MSIIA conducted an InvosLlp.atlon 
;idcnt, and at the conclusion of same issued tlie tiirce r.ltaLLons 
)n. All of the citations charge the named rc8ponclot\Ls with 
i of mandatory safety standard 30 CFR 77.1303(10 , which j)rovides 


Ample warnings shall be given before blasts are 
fired. All persons shall be cleared and removed 
from the blasting area unless suitable blasting 
shelters are provided to protect men endangered 
by concussion or flyrock from blasting. 

citations which were Issued in these proceedings were l.asuud 
investigation conducted by MSHA to determine the facts and 
ices surrounding a fatality which occurred when a iirJner was 
flyrock during blasting of overburden. None of the conditions 
:es cited as alleged violations were actually observed by Llie 
and they Issued the cltaclous on the basis of information 
: to their attention during the investigation. Two of tlic citations 
respondent Austin Powder Company by MSHA Inspector LyJe F. Bixler 
.lows : 
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Appearances: Robert Cohen, Attorney, U.S. Department of Labor, 

Arlington, Virginia, for the petitioner; Utlllam M. Hs 
Esquire, Cleveland, Ohio, for the respondent Austin Pc 
Company; Robert M. Ilanak, Esquire, Reynoldsville, Pent 
vania, for the respondent Doan Coal Company. 

Before: Judge Koutras 

Statement of the Proceedings 


These proceedings involve proposals for an assessment of civil 
penalties brought by the petitioner against the respondents pursuan 
to § 110(a) of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977, 30 U 
§ 820Ca) (1978), for three alleged violations of 30 C.F.R. § 77.130 
The citations were the result of a blasting fatality which occurred 
the Doan Strip Mine on July 30, 1981, and a resulting MSHA accident 
investigation with regard to that fatality. One of the citations w 
issued on July 31, 1981, and was served on the respondent Doan Coal 
Company, the operator of the mine in question, and the other two we 
issued on July 31 and August 6, 1981, and were served on the respon 
Austin Powder Company, an explosives company who MSHA claims was pe 
forming blasting activities on the mine property. 

The cases were hearl in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and all part 
appeared and were reprerented by counsel. All parties were afforde 
an opportunity to file posthearing proposed findings, conclusions, 
briefs. MSHA and respondent Austin Powder filed post-hearing arguir 
but respondent Doan Coal Company did not, but has opted to join the 
arguments advanced by Austin Powder. All arguments presented by th 
including those made at the heading on the record, have been consid 
by me in the ronrse nf fhese . 


3. Commission Rules, 29 CFR 2700.1 et seq. 


j^ssues 

The issues presented in these proceedings Include (1) whethei 
named respondents have violated the provisions of the Act and imp. 
regulations as alleged in the proposals for assessment of civil pi 
filed in these proceedings, and. If so, (2) the appropriate civil 
that should be assessed against each respondent for the alleged v 
based upon the criteria set forth in section llO(i) of the Act. j 
issues raised by the parties are Identified and disposed of in thi 
of this decision. 

In determining the amount of a civil penalty assessment, sec 
llO(i) of the Act requires consideration of the following crlteri. 
(I) the operator's history of previous violations, (2) the approp 
of such penalty to the size of the business of the operator, (3) ’ 
the operator was negligent, (4) the effect on the operator’s abil 
continue in business, (5) the gravity of the violation, and (6) tl 
demonstrated good faith of the operator in attempting to achieve 
compliance after notification of the violation. 

Additional issues, as stated by petitioner MSHA in Its post-1 
brief, are as follows: 

1. Do Che facts in this case support the conclusion that 
Austin Powder performed services at the Doan Strip 
Mine and therefore is liable under the Act for any 
violations resulting from the actions of Its agents? 

Can Austin Powder limit its liability under the Mine 
Act pursuant Co Its service contract with Doan Coal? 

2. Is the concept of strict liability applicable to 

the alleged violations of 30 CFR 77.1303(h) at issue? 

3. On July 30, 1981, were the miners at the Doan Strip 
Mine given ample warning that a blast was about to 
occur? 

4. If the violations of 30 CFR 77.1303(h) did occur, 
were they caused by the negligence of either Austin 
Powder and/or Doan Coal? 


1 . Auscin ruwucL wcisj ifUL, uu Liic L Line me aj i.egea viola- 
tions, and is not now, an operator, agent, or independent 
contractor within the meaning of the Act, and is not subject 
to the jurisdiction of MSHA witli regard to the actions and 
events alleged in this proceeding. 

3. All individuals allegedly committing violations were, as 
a matter of law, not employees or agents of Austin Powder 
at the time of the alleged violations. 

A. The regulation which Au.stln Powder is charged with violating 
is unenforceably vague and ambiguous, as applied to the facts 
here. 


Discussion 

On Thursday, July 30, 1981, a fatal blasting accident occurred at 
the Doan Coal Company's strip mine, No. L Pit (stock pile area). 

Dennis Alvatrolm, a laborer employed by Doan Coal Company, was observin 
Che blasting operation from a stock pile, aiul while seated at, or runnl 
from that location, was struck by flyrock and other debris from the bla 
The actual blasting work was being performed by Austin Powder Company, 
in the person of a licensed blaster, Jeffrey I.ucas and hi^ crew, and. th 
blasting work was performed at the specific request of Doan Coal Compan 
who had no experienced blasters of its own. MSIIA conducted an Investlg 
of the accident, and at the conclusion of same issued the tliree cltatio 
in question. All of the citations charge the named respondents with 
violations of mandatory safety standard 30 CFK 77.1303(lt), which provid 
as follows: 

Ample warnings shall be given before blasts are 
fired. Ail persons shall be cleared and removed 
from the blasting area unless suitable blasting 
shelters are provided to protect men endangered 
by concussion or flyrock from blasting. 

The citations which were issued In these proceedings were issued 
after the investigation conducted by MSHA to determine the facts and 
circumstances surrounding a fatality which occurred when a miner was 
struck by flyrock during blasting of overburden. None of the condition 
or practices cited as alleged violations were actually observed by the 
inspectors, and they issued the citations on the basis of information 
which came to their attention during the investigation. Two of the cit 
served on respondent Austin Powder Company by MSHA Inspector Lyle F. Bi 
are as follows: 


concussion or tiyrocK rrom oiasLxnjj at mv inu. j. 

Pit in that the contracted Austin Powder Co. blasce 
Jeffery A. Lucas stated during testimony that flyrc 
fell across him and up to 30 feet behind him while 
he was detonating a charge. This citation will not 
be terminated until all persons are Instructed on 
the hazards of flyrock. This citation was Issued 
during an Investigation of a fatal accident. 

Section 106(a)-]07(a) Citation/Order No. 1041345, August 
which states as follows: 

The proper warning was not given by the contr. 
blaster Jeffery A. Lucas, Austin Powder Co., prior 
to detonation of a shot at Pit 010 of Doan Coal Co 
according to the posted requirements. This is a 
violation of § 77.1303(h) Part 77, 30 CFR. The 
blase signals which were posted at the mine entrani 
were: 3 ten second signals, 5 minutes before bias 
and short pulsating signals 1 minute before blast, 
clear, 1 prolonged 30 second blast (air horn) acco 
to testimony given during the investigation of a f 
blasting accident that occurred on 7/30/81 Pit 001 
Doan Coal Co., the .signal given was three blasts ( 
horn) chat were sounded 30 seconds to 1 minute bef 
the shot was detonated. This Order will not be te 
until this unsafe practice is eliminated by the em 
being properly instructed on the safe procedures o 
blasting and such procedures are observed by an au 
Representative of the Secretary at Doan Strip mine 
36 02695. 

The third citation was served on the respondent Doan Co 
MSHA Inspector Michael Bondra, on July 31, 1981, and the con 
practices cited are as follows: 

All persons were not cleared and removed frorr 
the blasting area and suitable blasting shelters w 
not provided to protect men endangered by concussl 
or flyrock from blasting at the No. 1 Pit (001) in 
that Dennis Alvatrona, laborer was fatally injured 
by flyrock when blasting was done. This citation 
was issued during a fatality investigation and 
will not be terminated until all persons are 
Instructed on the hazards from flyrock when blastd 
is done and remove themselves to a safe area. Da\ 
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Ciir.e of the shot in question on July 31, 1981, and he gained his exp 
as a blaster while working part time with Austin Powder while lie was 
in school. He stated chat he was faimilar with Doan Coal Corapaciy’s 
strip mining operation, and he confirmed thm; he went to the mine si 
on July 30, 1981, for a "shot", and he did so after being requested 
there by Doan Coal . He stated that the mine site is some 20 to 25 n 
from his office, and that prior to the shot in question he had been 
the Doal strip mine four or five times a week wich other blasters. 
1981, he spent 50% of his work time at Che Doan strip mine performin 
blasting, and that he usually -spends from two to five heurs a day th 
or as long as it takes to get the job done (Tr. 23-2r5). 

Mr. Lucas stated that when Jie goes to the Doan strip mine he 
does so in response to a specific telephcme or other request from Do 
He has a two or three man crew who assists him during the blasting 
operation, and he is in charge of his crew. He gives them their wor 
assignments, and depending on the job, two or throe vehicles are tak 
along with the crew. The vehicles are driven off mine property at t 
end of the day and are not left there. He cxplnined that the first 
he does when he arrives at the mine site is to locate the shot area 
as to determine whether the drilling has been completed. The site o 
shot Is given to liiin by Doan Coni, .and his job Is to load" and shoot' 
shot. This entails the wiring of the shot, eiui one of his drivers w 
notify Doan Coal's employees where the shoe will be fired, and this 
usually done approximately ten minutes before tlie shot is fired so t 
everything is shut down (Tr. 26-29). 

Mr. Lucas stated that bl.asting signs are posted "coming into" t 
Doan property, but not at every shot blasting area. After the shot 
wired and the circuits tested, <ill mine machinery is shut down, and 
is Che usual practice for one of his truck drivers Co sound a signal 
The usual procedure calls for him to tell the driver to sound a sign 
and he does so by means of an air horn. At the time of the shot in 
question, the signal used was three 20-second blasts immedl.atcly pri 
to the shot. The siren would be sounding tor at least a minute prlo 
to the blast, but prior to that signal, no horns would be sounded, 
believed this was enough time for anyone to get out of the area beca 
the area ^ actually cleared before these .signals are given. He exp 
chat it was his responsibility to clear the blasting area, and he in 
that he did so by notifying everyone initially by radio and visually 
The radio notification Is usually given 10 to 15 minutes before the 
detonation, and everyone at the mine who has a radio is on the same 
Those not in radio contact are notified personally (Tr. 29-33). How 
he acknowledged that prior to a shot he does not actually ascertain 
every employee on mine property happens to be doing before he notifi 
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shoe is fired, three 20-second blasts of a horn are sounded, 
prior to the actual shot there is a one minute blast (Tr. 2^ 
a photograph (exhibit G-7-k), of a sign, and he indicated tl- 
but was not sure, that such a sign was posted on July 30, ar 
calls for three 10-second signals five mlntues before deton? 
short pulsating signals one minute before the blast, and the 
calls for an "all clear" signal (Tr. 41). He believed that 
was given, but again was not sure since he indicated that tl 
signalling responsibility is delegated to his truck driver < 

Mr. Lucas confirmed that he detonated tlie blast in ques 
that he was positioned about 300 feet away when he set it ol 
Indicated that he was positioned "behind the blast", and he 
that the blast is put into an open space or cut, and that tl 
"Is going the opposite direction from me" (Tr. 44). He exaii 
exhibits, but could not state where he was located at the ti 
actual shot, but did state chat it was "in from the scale he 

Mr. Lucas stated that after the shot was wired, five tc 
elapsed before it was actually shot, and that he observed nc 
Che blasting area during this time. He further defined the 
as "anywhere that you suspect rock miglit fall", and he conce 
was responsible to make sure that anyone in that area is in 
location or protected (Tr. 50). He confirmed Chat he spenc 
at the Doan mine on July 30, and that he is paid by Austin I 
(Tr. 51). 

On cross-examination , Mr. Lucas stated that when he an 
blast scene, and before setting off the shot, he secured tin 
making a determination tliat no one was in the foreseeable dc 
area of the blast, and as far as he knew the, area where the 
found had been cleared. Parc of the procedure for securing 
included calling the mine office over the telephone and his 
went to the scale house to notify persons of the blast. All 
was shut down prior to the blast, and while he did not perse 
Che radio announcement, he is sure it was made (Tr. 51-52). 
that Austin Powder's policy is to give radio warnings of imj 
and chat policy is still in use. This is in addition to th( 
or air horn signals and personal contact (Tr. 55). He sccui 
on the day In question and he did not see the victim when tl 
secured. 

Mr. Lucas confirmed that as a result of the accident, i 
of Pennsylvania suspended his blaster's license for 90 days 
restored after he took a test before the 90 days were up. 1 
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Each hole concained approximately 400 or 450 pounds of explosives, but 
each hole was detonated on a delayed basis, and did not go off all at 
once (Tr. 64). When asked how one determines what is a safe distance 
from such a shot, he stated that "there is no set formula for figuring 
the safe distance, * * * it is pretty much from experience you know wh 
the shot is going" (Tr. 66), He also Indicated that a drill rig, a sh 
truck, and a driller’s maintenance truck were all present near the bla 
site and that these constituted suitable blast .shelters. If one is at 
a safe distance, there is no reason to crawl under these vehicles. Th 
shot was triggered electrically, and he confirmed that during 1981 he 
at the Doan Coal site three or five times a week performing blasting, 
and that 20 to 40 holes are usually charged at any given time (Tr. 69) 
He also confirmed that he is paid by Austin Powder Company, and that P 
Powder also provides and pays for otlier benefits such as vacation and 
insurance (Tr, 70). He does not belong to any union, and has perfomie 
blasting work for other strip mine operators similar to the work perfe 
for Doan (Tr. 71) . 

Mr. Lucas stated that he was "surprised" by the blast of July 30, 
in relation to otlier shots that he had In the same cut, and a lot more 
fly rock came out of tlie holes chan he had expected. Some rock weigh! 
approximately a pound or so, and four indies diameter landed near him, 
but most of the material was mud. He and his crew were around tiic tri 
but no one was under it, and he was 20 feet from the truck while the 
closest rock fell about six feet from where he was standing, Everyone 
had hard hats on, and no none from his crew advised him that any rocks 
had fallen near wliere they were standing (Tr. 73). He confirmed that 
was standing some 300 feet from the blast Itself, and he stated that t 
charged holes were vertical and that the shot went out from the open ( 
that had been charged (Tr. 74). Mr. Lucas stated that Doan Coal Compt 
uoes not have any licensed blasters, and since he has been working at 
the Doan Strip Mine they have never had any licensed blasters of theli 
own (Tr. 74-75). 
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to concroi the blasting area. He believed that inforniati 
warning signs should be the satne as the actual warning si 
He identified exhibit G-7(Ic) as a photograph of a warning 
the blasting signals which are to be used, and he believe 
depicted a proper or adequate warning system. He believe 
since the signal system depicted gives a signal five minu 
blast, provides for pulsating blasts before the actual bl 
sequence would be ample time for anyone to get clear of t 
did not believe that a one minute signal before the actua 
be adequate (Tr. 84-93). 

On cross-examination . Mr. Williams conceded that in 
mining operation where a horn blast signal possibly could 
he would personally contact people to warn them of any irr 
(Tr. 95). He also agreed chat personal contact or radio 
be sufficient notice to employees of any blasting. He a] 
means other than a posted sign would be adeqvtate notice t 
any given circumstances (Tr. 96-97), and he explained thl 
he stated (Tr. 98-99): 

Q. So, what is posted on a sign is not determi 
ative. Is not adequate notice in a particular 
factual situation? 

A. The sign Itself should be proper as far as 
signals; however, to have communication with yc 
employees with equipment on the site, there is 
doubt In my mind that this would have to do wil 
communication to the operator, however, the sij 
should be sounded properly for people on the jc 
are not on equipment and otherwise. 

Q. The important factor is to make sure that i 
employees do have notice that a blast is about 
take place, right? 

A. This Is my concern. I think they should bi 
notified. 

Q. The method by which those employees are no 
will carry from one situation to another, depe 
on Che factual circumstances? 


illinms also indicated that any posted sign signals should be 
and ever though hand signals or radio communications are used, 
warning signals should definitely be followed (Tr. 99). 

Potempa , testified that at the time of the blast in question 
loyed by Doan Coal doing "a little bit of everything", but 
no longer employed there. He was at the mine site at the time 
3t, and he stated that he arrived there in a pick-up and went 
le house. He arrived at the mine property "about less than 
2S before the blast" and was on the main road and driveway 
le house. No one told him to take cover, but he knew there 
shot, and when he got out of his truck he went to the 
2 to get a can of pop, but he did not go there for the specific 
getting out of the blast area (Tr. 100-102). 

Dtempa stated that the scale house is a "good 300 to itOO feet" 
rea where the blast was fired, and when asked whether he believed 
nouse is a designated "safe area", he replied "it depends on 
re hiding from". He believed it was probably safe from any 
but indicated that the scale house was not posted with any, 
arnlng signs. He also stated that a member of mine management, 
son of the owner’s grandson, told him to go to the scale 
addition, Mr. Potempa stated that he heard the blast warning 
soon as he pulled up in front of the scale house and he 
lie pick up. The blast went off "probably less than a minute 
Last warning signal was given, and he was in the scale house 
last went off. He looked out the window and saw "all kinds of 
2 brls thrown all over the place", but none hit the scale house, 
ame close enough to cause any danger (Tr. 105). 

Dtempa stated that when the blast was over, he drove his truck 
ckplle area which he described as being "off to the right" 

3t area, and while he was there he observed the accident victim 
le roadway leading to the stockpile. His hard hat was off, and 
the edge of the stockpile. Mr. Potempa stated that he did 
2 the accident victim’s body was "inside the blasting area", 
escribed as "probably about 300 feet away", but that the victim 
"probably close to 300 feet" (Tr. 107). 

Dtempa testified that he was familiar with the posted blasting 
gns which were on the mine property, and he indicated that the 
ven on the day in question were the "same type as the sign", 

Id not specifically recall how many signals were sounded 
did not pay that much attention to it because "it is really 


of the blast and ho also believed that he was in no aaugei oecause ne 
was not in Che blast area (Tr. 109). He observed no trucks driving 
around imir.ediatelv before the blast, atvd he confirmed that he saw rock 
into and around the coal pile where the victim was found. He also 
confirmed that he could not see the blaster from the scale house (Tr. : 

On cross-examination, Mr. Potempa confirmed that he knew the acci. 
victim, and that when he first discovered him he was about 300 feet fn 
Che actual location of the blast. He knew that the victim was working 
near the stockpile on a crusher, and his normal work station would be 
"the back part of the stock pile" (Tr. 112). His normal work station 
was farther from the blasting area Chan where he found him (Tr, 113), 

Mr. Potempa stated that he went to the scale house for some shove 
for Mr. Doan's grandson Mike Stiles, and the scale house was located 
"on the ocher side of the hill from the blasting area". He heard no 
call over his pick-up radio because he had turned off the motor and wa 
outside the truck. He also stated that "there wasn't a bit of danger 
over there" (Tr. lU). He described his normal procedure for shutting 
down prior to a blast as follows (Tr. 116-118): 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE KOUTRAS: Had you just 
been out on the road when you heard the last one 
minute signal prior to the blast, what would 
you have done? 

THE WITNESS: I would have stopped and shut the 
pickup off. 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE KOUTRAS: Wliy would you 
have shut Che pickup off? 

THE WITNESS; It is a natural thing. We always 
do it when they are going to shoot. If you are 
within so much range, because you know, the 
vibration, well, not too much in the pickup, but 
the dozer when It is run, it will crack the crank 
on it. 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE KOUTRAS: You are saying 
regardless of where you are on the mine sice, if 
there is a blast, the normal procedure for all 
equipment is to stop it even though you are outside 
the danger zone? 


the WITNESS: Yes. 


administrative law judge KOUTRAS: And is the pro- 
cedure that you followed on those other occasions 
approximately the same as on this date? 

THE WITNESS: Right, right. 

M SHA Inspector Michael Bondra confirmed that he conducted an ln\ 
tlon of the blasting fatality on July 31, 1981, and he identified exl 
G-4 as a copy of the report he prepared. He stated that he measured 
the distance from the actual blasting location to where the accident 
victim was last seen and it was 223 feet. He observed large rocks ar 
clay in the area where the victim was found, and his investigation 
disclosed that the victim was struck by a single large rock weighing 
approximately 39 pounds (Tr. 125-129). 

Hr. Bondra stated that based upon interviews and measurements, 
he determined that there was a clear view from the area where the vie 
was last seen and the location where the blast occurred. ''The distan-c 
from the shot to the blasting portion was 300 feet, and Mr. Bondra 
believed that if the blaster were looking where the victim was last 
seen he should have seen his yellow hard hat (Tr, 130). 

Mr. Bondra stated that the distance from tlie blasting location 
to the scale house was 400 feet, and that the house did not have a s: 
on it designating It a "safe area". In his opinion, the persons insJ 
the house would not have been protected from a rock the size of the c 
which struck the victim in the event that it hit the roof (Tr. 131). 
The scale house had a metal roof and framed material, and he believec 
the rock would have gone through (Tr. 132), 

Mr. Bondra identified a sketch which he made as part of his invt 
report, and in which he labeled an area 100 feet long by 100 feet wl( 
as the "blasting area". lie stated that this was a mistake, and that 
area should have been labeled "blasting location". The "blasting ar< 
is defined by section 77.2, and it means "the entire area around the 
blasting location where the blasting is being done shall be cleared : 
which concussion or flyrock material can reasonably be expected to c< 
injury" (Tr. 136). 

Mr. Bondra believed that the victim, the scale house, and the b 
and his crew were all within the "blasting area", and he reached thi; 
conclusion because flyrock and debris from the blast went beyond the 
areas where thev werp all (Tr. 


Mr. Rondra tonfiTmcd that he issued the citation charging 
of section 77.l30dCh). and he did so because the victim, the b. 
crew, and the people in the scale house were not removed from I 
area. He determined there were no suitable shelters by the sc< 
and he considered the violation to be very serious. He issued 
to Doan Coal because as the mine operator, Doan has the respon: 
CO comply and cannot delegate to this to an Independent contrau 
believed that Doan should have been aware of the fact that all 
individuals mentioned were In the blasting area, and Doan shou 
seen to it that they v>rere all removed, '.vhen asked what he 
be a "safe haven for miners", he replied "out, say 500 feet" (' 

Mr. Bondra confirmed that he interviewed loader operator 
who told hin that he had received the blast warning over the r, 
chat he in turn gestured to the accident victim. The victim t 
to go back to the scale house, and Mr. Bloom assumed tliat's wh 
was going (Tr. 153). Mr. Bloom told Mr. Bondra that his motio 
victim was to "shut down your equipment" (Tr. 155). 

Mr. Bondra believed that Mr. Bloom should have seen to it 
victim went to a safe place, and chat his negligence In fnllin 
so is Doan Coal's negligence, and thi\c Doan Coal should also h 
the road to and from the scale house and posted someone there 
the area (Tr. 156, 160). 

On cross -exa n tinatl on, Mr. Bondra testified that he Is not 
blaster and is not trained in the use of explosives or in geol 
stated that his opinion that 500 feet would be a "secure area" 
arbitrary stab" on his part, and that he does not have the bac 
in explosives to say it is safe or unsafe (T<r,. 161). 

Mr. Bondra conceded that his investigation report abstrac 
contained a statement that "the accident occurred when Dennis 
went to observe blasting operations" (Tr. 166). Mr. Bondra al 
chat it was liis reasonable belief that the victim, Mr. Alvatro 
in to view the blasting operation" (Tr. 167). He also concede 
Mr. Alvatrona must have been notified of the impending blast t 
went in to view it (Tr. 167). 

Mr. Bondra confirmed further that he has never had a bias 
license, has never taken a blaster's test, had had no tralnin£ 
in blasting, has never read any blasting literature, and does 
himself out as an expert in explosives or blasting (Tr. 171). 


id are not verbatim (Tr. 171-173). 

3ondra stated that a piece of equipment can be a blasting shelter, 
ifirmcd that a drill rig was near the blaster. He also stated 
rig would be a sufficient shelter if the blaster were under 
/ close to it(Tr. 182). He believed that the blaster should be in 
sition in a sheltered area so he can jump back where no flying 
■/ill strike him (Tr. 182). He Indicated that his investigation 
stermine where the trucks were located, and as far as he is 
the only safe area within the 500 blast area was under the drill 
L85). 

Bondra confirmed that there would be no violation if the blasting 
under the trucks, and while he also confirmed that he heard 
testify that his crew took cover by or under the trucks, he 
at he was not aware where the crew was (Tr. 188). 

urther response to questions from the bench, Mr. Bondra stated 
5 (Tr, 193-196): 

Q. You were influenced by the fact that you had some 
testimony by the blaster himself that the debris went 
sailing over his head, right? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

Q. You came to the conclusion tliat these guys were 
in the blasting area and were not safe and were exposed 
to a hazard, right? 

THE WITNESS: In a sense, yes, 

Q. Well, I mean that is a fact, is it not? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, 

Q. Had the fact shown that no debris went as far as 
the scale house and no debris went as far as the blaster, 
then those two people would not have been in the blast 
area, would they have, in your opinion? You would 
not have concluded that in your report? 


THE WITNESS: According to the definition of blasting 
area, no. 


is that the only way a blaster can wucl. 

blasting area is is to blast first to find out how fa 
the debris goes, and then blast again to make sure ev( 
body is out beyond that; is that correct? 

THE WITNESS: No. Wbuld his experience toll, him what 
the blast area is? 

Q. Did you hear Mr. Lucas' testimony in this case th 
based on his experience he felt he had his men remove 
from the blasting area; and, later on in his testimon 
he said that this was an unusual blast? 

THE WITNESS: Was chat an opinion? 

Q. Well, do not the regulations put the responsibili 
on Che blasting man to determine what a reasonable 
distance is? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

Q, I am crying to determine what is the blesstlng are 
What if Che blaster came to you and said, Mr. Inspect 
I would like you to give me your opinion of what you 
believe the blasting area is. I have 24 holes loended 
and we are ready to shoot. Before I shoot, I want Co 
sure I am in compliance with the standard. I need so 
technical advice from you, and 1 would like you to ce 
me how far I have to remove these guys, my crew, Co n 
chat none of them are hurt by flying debris. Wliat wo 
you tell them, or what would you in a position like t 
advise him? 

THE WITNESS; 1 am not really in a position, but the 
has a ruling of 500 feet, and we have accepted Chat f 
long time. 

Q. The State has what? 

THE WITNESS: They have a rule in effect approximate! 
500 feet. They have Issued that situation, and 1 thl 
— I don't know how — like I said, I'm not a state 
inspector. 


MSHA Inspector Lyle F. Blxler ^ confirmed that he was at the mine 
on July 31, 1981, to assist in the accident investigation. He stated 
that he has underground blasting experience, and he indicated that a 
sketch labeled "Dr.van exhibit 4" fairly depicts the area ho observed on 
July 31, except for the presence of a crusher near the stock pile. He 
indicated that the distance from the blast to where the victim was sitt 
was 223 feet, and that the distance from the blast to where the blaster 
was located was 300 feet (Tr. 204-208). 

Mr. Bixler confirmed that he issued a citation to the Austin Powde 
Company, exhibit C-2, and he did so because of MSHA's policy to serve 
both the contractor and mine operator when their personnel are Involved 
He believed that Doan Coal Company depended on Austin Powder to provide 
a service safely. Austin Powder had a continuing presence at the mine 
because "they would bo there pretty much of the time" on six or seven 
blasting jobs for Doan Coal (Tr. 212). 

Mr. Bixler confirmed that he issued the citation to Austin Powder 
because the blasting crew was not out of the blasting area, and he dete 
this fact "because of the flyrock and debris that fell around the blast 
area". He also stated that he did not know whether it was unusual for 
a blaster to be within 300 feet of a shot area, and he "gpessed" that 
the size of the explosive shot and the terrain would have a bearing on 
this question (Tr. 214). He believed that the citation was very seriou 
in that more people could have been killed or injured, and he also beli 
the citation was "significant and substantial" because it was likely 
that serious injuries could have occurred because of the flying debris 
and rock that fell around the blaster (TR. 216). 

Mr. Bixler stated that he considered Mr, Lucas to be an employee 
Df Austin Powder, and he believed that Austin Powder was negligent for 
not removing the blaster and his crew from the blasting area. He confi 
that he filled out an "Inspector's statement", and that he indicated th 
he stated that Austin Powder, as the "operator", was responsible for th 
and for clearing the area. As the employer of the blaster, he consider 
that Austin Powder was responsible for the blaster's actions. He also 
believed that three or four people were exposed to a hazard, namely, 
the blasting crew, the blaster himself, and the people in the scale 
house (Tr. 219-221). 

Mr. Bixler also confirmed that he issued a second citation to Aust 
Powder on August 6, 1981, for a separate violation of section 77.1303(h 
namely, that portion that requires an ample warning to be given before 
nny blast (Tr. 222). He made the determination that no ample warning 
■^as given on the basis of statements made by persons during his invest! 


that he motioned the accident victim that a shot was going to be 
but that he (Blxler) did not follow up and ask Mr. Bloom wiiat he 
by his motions to the victim (Tr. 224). Mr. Bixler also conclude 
since the victim was only 223 feet from the blasting location, \ 
wasn't warned" (Tr. 225). Hr. Blxler believed that the blaster i 
in not following the posted warning sign (Tr. 228). 

On c ross-examlnation , Mr. Blxler confirmed that most of the 
made in MStbi's accident investigation report were made by Inspeci 
and that he (Bixler) assisted in the making of the measurements i 
in the report (Tr. 228). Mr. Bixler conceded that at the time h( 
the citation to Austin Powder, he did not take into account Mr. 1 
assertion that he believed 300 feet to be a safe distance from tl 
Mr. Blxler also stated that he could not recall discussing tills i 
Mr. Lucas, and that he did not take into account any geological < 
atmospheric conditions which may have been considered by Mr, Luc. 
to the blast (Tr. 231). Mr. Bixler also conceded that Mr. Lucas 
have the safety of his crew in mind prior to the blast, but prob, 
not anticipate the actual force of the blast (Tr. 234). 

In response to further cross-examination, Mr. Bixler confir: 
tliat he is not a blaster and has never held a blaster’s lincense 
also indicated chat he has never done any surface blasting, is n 
blasting expert, and that in the event he has need for Informati 
blasting techniques or procedures he would have to consult a bla 
expert (Tr. 236). In this case, he indicated that he spoke with 
Austin Powder’s licensed blasting technical representative Ray T 
but he was not aware of the fact that Mr. Thrush holds a certifl 
from MSKA qualifying him to train other blasters. He could not 
Mr. Thrush telling him that Mr. Lucas acted in a normal and prud 
manner at the time of the blast In question, nor could he recall 
and Mr. Thrush advising him that the particular flyrock shot in 
direction could not have been anticipated (Tr. 237), 

Mr. Bixler identified a copy of his "inspector's statement" 
he filled out on July 31, 1981, with respect to citation no. 104 
(exhibit AP-8). He confirmed that he marked the first block und 
the. heading "negligence" to show that the condition or practice 
"could not have been known or predicted, or occurred due to circ 
beyond the operator's control". He also confirmed that he expla 
under the "remarks" column of the form where he indicated that " 
blaster notified all persons of the impending blast about 10 min 


31 1981, ic was returned to him by his supervisor who advised 

the form had been returned by someone in the "Washington Solicitor's 
who advised his supervisor that he (Bixler) could not conclude 
;tln Powder was not negligent (Tr. 242). Mr. Bixler did not know 
itity of the solicitor, and on the basis of instructions received 
1 own supervisor, Mr. Bixler prepared another form stating that 
>owder was negligent (exhibit ALJ-l), and that form was resubmitted 
iber 16, 1981. He reached his "new" opinion that Austin Powder 
lave cleared everyone from the area on the basis of his observations 
:ar the flyrock went after the occurrence (Tr. 243; 257-261). 

Bixler stated that he did not have the technical background or 
56 to question Mr. Lucas' judgment that he believed he was at a 
itance prior to the blast (Tr. 244). Mr. Bixler believed that the 
Lg at the blast area was a "safe area" if men were under or in 
244). He also believed that the blaster "should be at least close 
:o it that in the event he needs to get under it, he could" (Tr. 244). 
Instant case, he believed that Mr. Lucas "should have been closer 
irilling rig", and did not think that he could have gotten under 
a distance of 25 or 30 feet. Mr. Bixler also stated that Mr. Lucas 
! thought he was at a safe distance, and when asked what advi-ce he 
Lve someone who may ask him how far back from a blast would be "safe", 
Led "on the side of safety; and, from what we found out here, I 
ay at least 500 feet. Thac*s a rough guideline" (Tr. 245-246). 

, he also stated as follows (Tr. 246): 

Q. You would say that In very instance blasters 
should be at least 500 feet? 

A. Not necessarily, no. 

Q. It could vary depending upon a number of factors? 

A. Sometimes 500 feet, it wouldn't be enough. 

Q. Other times it would be more than enough? 

A. That’s right. 

Q.‘ And you really do not have the technical expertise 
or background to give advice to someone on whether he 
would be in violation of the law or whether he would 
be safe at a certain distance? 


A. Under normal conditions, yes, but under extreme 
conditions, no. 

With regard to his conclusions that an adequate blast warning was 
not given to employees in this case, Mr, Bixler testified as follows 
(Tr. 247-250): 


Q. The purpose of this statute is to make sure 
that those employees who were in the area would be 
given a sufficient opportunity to go to a safe place; 
isn't that correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q, And any warning device which is understood by the 
blaster and the other employees and which provides that 
type of notice would be adequate under the statute, 
would it not? 

A. Would you repeat that again, please? 

Q. Any warning, technique or procedure which is under- 
stood by the blaster and by the employees on the premises 
and which gives the employees that notice so that they can 
go to a safe area would be sufficient under the statute, 
would it not? 

A. In this case, it was posted, and I would think that 
the signal given could be misleading. 

Q. But do you know whether or not Mr. Alvatrona relied 
upon the sign? 

A. That I couldn't say, 

Q. You have no way of knowing that one way or the other? 
A. No. 

Q. You have no way of knowing what Mr. Alvatrona under- 
stood by the motion from Mr. Bloom? : 

A. I have no way of knowing that either. 
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Q, You were satisfied at that point chat those employees 
at Doan understood that motion to mean he was supposed to 
shut down because the blast was going to take place? 


A. Yes. 


Q. That is why you did not feel it necessary to ask 
Mr. Bloom any further questions about the motion and the 
meaning of the motion? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And any warning device or procedure or technique 
which furnishes an employee with the Information the 
blast is about to cake place and sufficient time to find 
a safe haven does satisfy the statues, does it not? 

A. I would say so, yes. 

Q. And certainly direct personal knowledge to An 
employee given to him either over the radio or in person 
would be sufficient notice? 


A. Probably would be, yes. 

Q. You do not have any factual basis for any opinion 
on whether Mr. Alvatrona would be alive today under 
any different hypothetical circumstances with regard 
to notice of hypothetical conduct on the part of anyone 
else who was on that property, do you? 

A. Would you repeat that, please. 

Q. Surely. Do you have any factual basis for drawing 
any conclusion as to whether Mr, Alvatrona would be 
alive today based on any hypothetical actions or conduct 
by anyone else who was on the Doan Coal Company property 
on that day in July of 1981? 

A. That I wouldn't know. 


Q. It is complete speculation? 


stated that ten minuces Kv ^^■ 
the company radio installed in his loader. He was called by th 

operator, and told to shut the equipment down. Since the crusl 
rLlo he motioned and signaled Mr. Alvattona to shut the crushe 
The hand signal he used is a standard procedure which everyone 
He had used them before and he believed Mr. Alvatrona understoc 
and he shut the crusher down. After he shut down, Mr. Bloom ol 
Mr. Alvatrona heading in the direction of the scale house and 
that he habitually spent most of his time there (Tr. 212 - 213 ). 


Mr. Bloom stated that it was company policy to warn employ 
impending blasts personally or over the radio. He confirmed tl 
three airhorn blasts Immediately before the blast on the day ir 
but it was his view that such warning sounds cannot be heard o^ 
noise of back-up alarms and loaders (Tr. 281). 


On cross-examination, Mr. Bloom stated that he never saw i 
or any other employees inside the blast area prior to the blasi 
n .0 idea as to why anyone would walk into a blast area "unless : 
you to watch it" (Tr. 28A). Mr. Bloom stated Chat no barrier ^ 
road coming onto mine property, that he had never seen such a I 
in the past, and he did not believe it possible that Mr, Alvaf 
serving as a guard the day of Che blast (Tr. 286). He confirni( 
five to seven minutes, and at most 10 minutes, elapsed between 
he received the radio information about the blast and Che acta 
(Tr. 286). He confirmed that the "blow out" surprised him beci 
was more fly rock chan usual. He had no contact with the bias 
Co the shot, and when he saw Mr. Hartz driving into Che area hi 
him and told him to shut his truck down by means of a hand slgi 
this was before the warning signals were sounded (Tr. 288). 

In response to further questions, Mr. Bloom stated that h 
inside his loader where it was parked and chat he did not cons 
to be ir. danger. Since he saw Mr. Alvatrona heading for the s 
he assumed that is where he was going and did not speak to him 
(Tr. 291). He believed he was safe, and if he observed fly ro 
over him after the blast, he would not stay in the same locatl 
next time a blast was fired (Tr. 293). Other similar shots ha 
fired Che same day of the accident (Tr. 294). He had never kn 
Mr. Alvatrona to go and observe shots in the past, and he did 
what he was doing the day he was killed since "after he got pa 
a certain point I couldn't see him" (Tr. 296). 


Alvin Micchell, cesciried tnat ne is an enginuer aim saiuLv 
D^a Coal Company » and was so employed at the time of the accident, 
'onfirmed that Che company has a qualified training program, that he 
•harge of It and is certified to conduct training, and that he trair 
Alvatrona. He identified exhibit R-1 as a copy of Mr. Alvatrona's 
Lning certificate, and indicated that he was trained in hazards 
Uification as well, as in the use and danger of explosives (Tr. 312; 
Mitchell testified as to the company*s blasting signal policy and 
:edure, and confirmed that there are 33 mobile radio units at the 
2 on most of the equipment. He also confirmed that he was present 
Lng the accident Investigation, and stated Chat the distance from tl 
t area to where Mr. Alvatrona's body was found was 260 feet* and he 
Lcated the normal route he would have taken to get to Che scale houf 
■n the stock pile area. 

Mr. Mitchell confirmed that the location of the blast where the d: 
cs were at was at the edge of the pit and that Mr. AlvatroncT would 
e no reason Co be in Che area where he was found (Tr. 319). Mr. Mi 
ted that part of Mr. Alvatrona's training Included procedures conce 
shutting down of equipment and blasting signals (Tr. 322). Mr. Mi 

0 indicated that the procedure followed by Mr. Bloom in notifying- 
Alvatrona about the blast, as well as the mine procedure for notlf; 

er employees was normal and no different from any other day (Ir. 32 
Mitchell identified several photographs depicting the spoil pile 
re it is believed Mr. Alvatrona was sitting at the time of the bias 
the general scale house area (Tr, 323-328; exhibits AP-1 through A 

Mr. Mitchell testified that he was at Che blast scene after the 
idenc , and in his opinion had Mr. Lucas been looking in the directi 
the spoil pile he could have seen Mr. Alvatrona (Tr. 333). Mr. Mit 
ntified exhibit G-7Ck) as a photograph of a typical blasting signal 
,n posted at Che entrance to the mine property, but could not say wh 
t particular sign was posted on the day of Che blast. However, he 
icate that a similar sign was posted, and that the men are instruct 
listen for Che. signals depicted on the sign (Tr, 334). He did not 
:ther the mine road is normally barricaded because he is not at the 
le when blasting Cakes place (Tr, 335). Mr. Mitchell stated further 
it the spoil pile was 13 to 14 feet high, and that Mr. Alvatrona's 
k would not require his presence there (Tr. 338). 

Mr. Mitchell considered the seal house, the drill truck, and the 

1 crusher to be suitable blasting shelters (Tr. 343). Mr. Mitchell 
iceded chat Mr. Lucas may not have followed the literal blasting 
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feec since there was a chance that flyrock would reach that dist 
However, the blaster was 300 feet away and he believed this was 
(Tr. 362). 

David G. Doan , testified that he is the managing owner of I 
Company and that he has been in the coal business since 1944. ^ 
stated that all mine equipment except for bulldozers are equipp( 
radios and that everyone on the site is given actual notice, ell 
personally or by radio, before a blast is fired. Everyone on t\ 
notified to shut down and await the shot regardless of how far i 
the actual blast they are located. Mr. Doan confirmed that he ; 
experienced in the use of explosives, and as far as he is concei 
use of air horns is not effective because of the roar of the eq\ 
and that is why mine procedure calls for the shut down of all ec 
before a blast and personal notification given to all employees 
371), 


Mr. Doan stated that the scale house was a secure area and 
"there is no way that a rock could go through the scale house" 
He also indicated that the crusher is made of structural steel i 
make "a wonderful shelter" (Tr. 372), and that since he has beei 
coal business he has never had any problems with notifying empl( 
clearning out blast areas. He confirmed that the accident in qi 
was his first fatality, and chat there have never been any expl< 
related injuries at the site since he has been in business (Tr. 
With regard to the signals given and the definition of "blast a: 
Mr. Doan testified as follows (Tr, 376-377): 

Q. Mr. Doan, you mentioned that the victim was 
personally told chat there was going to be a blast. 

A. Well, he was personally notified with the signals 

Q. There is a distinction between personally told 
and personally signaled; would you not agree? 

A. Well, chat depends on how fine a little thin line 
you want to draw. He personally understood the signa 
because he had been taking them and giving them up 
until then. It was nothing new that he got. The sig: 
chat he got that day were the same as he always got. 

Q. Do you mean he never got them before on the radio 


Ln Powder Company’s Testimony 


Jeffrey A. Lucas confirmed that he is a licensed blaster and holds 
Liege B.S. degree in mathematics. He stated that the warning signals 
before and during the blast in question consisted of radio contacts 
:o fifteen minutes before the blast and three signals imniedintely 
: to the blast, and no one ever requested that this be changed. To 
cnowledge he has never known of any Doan employee to ignore the sigiui 
le had no reason to believe that anyone did not understand them, 
jlieved he was in a safe location on the day of the incident, that 
Jhot was laid out to go away from where he and the crew were located, 
:hat he had previously made five to six previous shots at that l.ocaLi' 
400, 412). There were no blowouts from the previous shots, and had 
5ne in question gone the same as the others no one would have been 
mger 100 feet from the shot. There was nothing unsual about tLic sij? 
le shot in question, and in relation to the others they were all the 
, including the amount of explosive used (Tr. 402). 

Mr. Lucas stated that he believed his crew was in a safe location 
le also believed Chat the scale house was safe because it was further 
him and away from the shot location. He confirmed that he was look! 
le blast area and he indicated that he prefers not to be under a true 
ise he wants to view the blast and can always move away from any 
5ck. On the day in question, he never expected the flyrock to come 
ar as it did and he was not aware that anyone was on the spoil bank 
saw no one in the area that he considered to be the blast area (Tr, 4 
r the incident, MSHA suggested to him that he move further back, seek 
sort of protection, and suggested a 500 foot distance as a guideline 
arsonally would not like to be 500 feet from a shot and would prefer 
2 somewhere where he can see it (Tr. 409). 

Mr. Lucas testified chat from where he was standing at the time tlie 
t was set off he was unable to see the crusher because it was behind 
;oal stock pile and there was line of trees in the area. He personal 
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Mr. Lucas explained the characteristics of a "blowout", and 
confirmed that he checked all of the holes for potential signs of 
an incident. He explained the wiring and detonation of the shot, 
confirmed that since the accident he has changed his signaling pi 
to comply with the blast warning sign which is on the property, I 
the radio .signal system is also being used (Tr. AAI-4^6). 

Ray Thrush , testified that he has been employed with Austin 
for approximately eleven years as a sales and technical represeni 
He confirmed that he has been a licensed blaster since 1967 and 
in the States of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and West Virginia. He 
indicated that he is an MSH/\ certified surface and underground b 
instructor. Mr. Thrush confirmed that he has been going to Doan 
property since 1971, and prior to his employment with Austin Powc 
was on the site doing blasting work with the National Powder Com] 
He also indicated that prior to July 30, 1981, and before radios 
obtained, the warning signals which were used were "personal coni 
all machinery". Since that time radio contact is used, and the 
blasts on an air horn was also used as a signal within the past ; 
years and before July 30, 1981 (Tr. 454-958). 

Mr, Thrush confirmed that he was at the mine the day after 
during the investigation and was familiar with where Mr. Lucas w. 
positioned at the time of the blast. In his opinion, Mr. Lucas ' 
a safe distance, and he indicated that based on the number of ho 
the amount of the powder used, he could have been 100 feet close 
still been safe. Mr. Thrush described the 24 charged holes as a 
one", and he also indicated that as a blaster', ’he would like to 
so that he can observe a shot. He also Indicated that during hi 
with Inspector Bixler, Mr. Bixler Indicated to him that he could 
anyghing wrong with what Mr. Lucas had done (Tr. 458-462). 

Mr, Thrush indicated that he was present when MSHA Inspecto 
terminated the citation and he indicated that he did so by comln 
mine to observe the manner in which another shot was fired. The 
in front of the spoil pile and the crew and the inspector were b 
equipment trailer when the blast was fired. Inspector Zangary 1 
that this was sufficient coverage. However, the shi t could not 
and after the blast two boys on crailbikes came out if the nearb 
and Mr. Thrush stated that when he asked Mr. Zangary how he wool 
the event if the boys had ventured into the shot area and been k 
Mr. Zangary replied that It would have an "accident" (Tr. 464). 


been concerned about keeping secured (Tr. 471). Mr. Thrush confirmed 
that he has had some 30 years experience working in coal mines and gas 
fields "shooting gas and oil wells and stripping" (Tr. 472). 

The Jurisdictional Question 

Apart from any factual disputes concerning the alleged violations, 
there is no jurisdictional dispute between MSllA and the respondent Doar 
Coal Company. Doan Coal is a Pennsylvania strip mine operator and it 
concedes that its mining operations are subject to the Act and to MSHA' 
enforcement jurisdiction. The jurisdictional dispute in this case is 
between MSHA and the respondent Austin Powder Company. 

The Nature of Austin Powder^s Business 


In its posthearing brief* Austin Powder states that it is a manuf< 
and supplier of explosives to a number of different industries, Includ: 
the coal mine Industry (Tr. 466, 507). To ensure the safe use of its 
products and safety of both its customers and the general public, Aust: 
Powder, at no charge, provides technical expertise and advice to those 
customers who desire such assistance (Tr. 465, 476). As one component 
of Che assistance which is available to the customer, Austin Powder hai 
licensed blasters who may be loaned to a customer upon request , ' but 
Austin Powder is not obligated to provide a blaster to a customer, nor 
is there any guarantee that at any particular time a blaster will be 
available (Tr. 508). Austin Powder maintains that this situation must 
be contrasted with that of a contract blaster who enters into a contra^ 
with an individual to perform blasting services. In such arrangements 
the contract blaster is conti'actually obligated to provide blasting 
services and is paid for such services. In contrast, there is no 
obligation whatsoever upon Austin Powder to provide blasting services 
for customers, and if a blaster is made available no charge is paid fo 
such service (Tr. 465-466). 

Austin Powder maintains that in Instances where a customer desire 
to utilij?G Austin Powder's technical expertise, the parties enter into 
a service agreement. Under the agreement, Austin Powder agrees to len 
the customer the temporary use of Austin Powder's employees and equlpm 
free of charge (Tr. 465, 476). In return, Austin Powder states that 
the customer agrees that while it is using such employees and equipmen 
the employees are under the sole supervision and control of the custom 
and that all work and services performed by such individuals are at th 
sole risk and responsibility of the customer. 

Austin Powder states that on January 19, 1981, it entered into a 


decided when to blast and had the right to control ine ueidiito u 
blast (Tr, 410-^11). 

Whether Austin Powder Is an “Operator" within the M eaning of the 

Austin Powder maintains chat before MSHA can assert jurlsdl 
in this matter it must establish that Austin Powder is an opera 
within the meaning of 30 U.S.C. 802(d). Austin Powder states th 
is abundantly clear, and that MSHA has conceded as much, that Au 
Powder does not own, lease, operate, control or supervise a coal 
Although MSHA does allege that Austin Powder was an independent 
performing blasting services for Deal Coal on the day In questio 
such was subject to MSHA*s jurisdiction, Austin Powder asserts t 
MSHA’s position is wholly untenable because the clear evidence e 
Austin Powder was not an Independent contractor performing blast 

Austin Powder argues that before it can be found to be an 1 
contractor under the Act, MSHA must establish the existence of a 
between Austin Powder and Doan Coal whereby Austin Powder contra 
provide services for Doan Coal. Austin Powder maintains that MS 
failed to introduce any evidence that such a contract existed, 
it states that MSHA has not- even tried to establish the existent 
a contract, 

Austin Powder maintains that it is not, and was not a contr 
has no drilling capacity, and does not contract blasting service 
it is a manufacturer and supplier of explosives to numerous indt 
including the coal Industry, and that it entered into a sales aj 
with Doan Coal in which Doan Coal purchased a quantity of exploE 
To ensure the safe use of its products, Austin Powder, pursuant 
service agreement voluntarily entered into by the parties, allov 
Coal to draw upon its technical expertise to assist in detonatir 
explosives. The agreement is a legally binding, valid document 
Austin Powder loaned Doal Coal its employees for Doan Coal's use 
New River Crushed Stone v. Austin Powder . 210 S.E.2d 285 (N.C. J 
Fralln v. a\merican Cyanamld Co, . 239 F. Supp. 178 (W.D, Va. 196f 
Portland Cement Co. v. DuPont , 118 F. Supp. 603 (D. Ore. 1953); 
Powder Co. v. Campbell & Sons Co. . Atl. 510 (Md. App. 1929). 
was made for this technical expertise (A.P. Exh. No. 11; Tr. A66 
Moreover, Austin Powder states that it had no obligation under t 
agreement to provide such technical service, and if its people v 
available, Doan Coal could not require that Austin Powder furnls 
In short, Austin' Powder maintains that the loaning of its emplo; 
Doan Coal to ensure safe use of its product was a gratuity and i 
by contract. 


as not subject to MSHA*s jurisdiction. 


Austin Powder argues that on the facts of this case, those indivld 
ho allegedly committed the cited violations were, as a matter of law, 
oan Coal Company employees, and not employees of Austin Powder. In su 
f this argument, Austin Powder argues that the express terms of the se 
greement clearly and unambiguously state that while the Blaster Lucas 
nd his crew were on Doan Coal property they were for all intents and 
urposes Doan Coal employees. Doan Coal had the sole right to supervis 
nd control the activities of Lucas and his crew, and Doan Coal perform 
11 the drilling and decided how many holes to drill, the depth of the 
loles and the location of the holes (Tr. 410). Doan Coal had the right 
0 supervise the details of the blasters* work and when a question aros 
he blaster looked to Doan Coal for direction (Tr. 411). 

Austin Powder asserts further that Courts have long held that the 
laramount consideration in determining whether an independent contracto 
m employer-employee relationship exists is who has the right to contro 
;nd supervise the details of the work activity. See e.g. Joint Council 
if Teamsters No. 42 v. N. L. R. B. . 450 F.2d 1322 (D.C, Cir. 1971); Assoc . 
^dependent Owner-Operators, Inc, v. N.T-.R.B. . 407 F.2d 1383 (9th Cir. 
n this case, given the service agreement*8 clear language and ^he a^tu 
incontradlcted testimony of Che witnesses, Austin Powder concludes that 
.t is clear chat Lucas and his crew were, as a matter of law, Doan Coal 
‘inployees and accordingly, Austin Powder cannot be held subject to 
ISHA's jurisdiction. 

Finally, Austin Powder maintains that MSHA's latest policy memoran 
loncerning the identification of Independent contractors under the Act 
lakes it clear Chat Austin Powder falls outside the scope of an "operat 
13 defined by the Act. Under this memorandum, before a company will be 
:onsldered an independent contractor for the purposes of the Act, It mu 
inter alia , perform both drilling and blasting services, the precise £e 
/hlch a contract blaster provides. Austin Powder notes that it is sign 
:hat MSHA chose Che conjunctive In this subsection, but in all other 
mbsections where more chan one factor was listed chose the disjunctive 
:hereby clearly intending to include Che definition of an independent 
lontractor only to those companies which provide both drilling and bias 
services. Since it is not a contract blaster, Austin Powder concludes 
:hat it falls outside of MSHA's own criteria for determining whether ar 
Individual is an independent contractor and is not subject to MSHA's 
iurisdiction. 


the opposite conclusion. Namely, tnac cne oiabucL, aeiLLt-y was 

a full time employee of Austin Powder, whose services were paid for by 
Austin Powder as part of the price from selling explosives to mining 
companies. 

MSIU argues Chat as a private business, Austin Powder has a right 
to conduct its business in a manner which it finds the most convenient 
in accordance with general industry practice, and that MSHA has no 
objection to "service contracts" per sc, between companies providing 
services to coal mining companies, like Doan Coal. However, MSHA 
maintains that it should be obvious that the .Secretary of Labor and 
the Federal Mine Safety and Health Review Commission are not bound 
to accept, on face value, the so called "gratnitoiis nature" of a 
service contract, especially if its Intended purpose is to limit liabil 
which would otherwise be imposed under the Act. MSHA asserts that to 
follow Austin Powder’s viewpoints with regard to its attempt to award 
liability in this matter would amount to a total disregard of the 
Congressional intent expressed in the 1977 Mine Act, of placing llabill 
for violations according to actual conduct. 

MSHA maintains that a review of the service contract entered into 
between Austin Powder and Doan Coal indicates that it has little to do 
with any actual services performed by Austin Powder, and that it is 
merely an indemnification agreement which Austin Powder requires its 
customers to sign prior to allowing them to use its blasting services. 
MSHA states that Che customer is really not given any cl\olce and is 
required to assume all the risks and losponsibilities inherent in an 
extremely dangerous occupation. 

MSlb\ points to the fact that Jeffrey Lucas, the bla.ster, testified 
that he considered himself a full time employee of Austin Powder, was 
never Cold anything to the contrary, believed that he was in charge of 
the blasting area, and acknowledged that It was up to him to make sure 
that everyone in the blasting zone was notified (Tr. 29). It was his 
function to chock the wiring for the explosives prior to the blast and 
notify members of his crew when to give the signal that a blast was goi 
to occur, after he checked the pic area visually. 

MSHA also points out that Mr. Lucas' presence at the Doan Strip Mi 
was long term and continuous, and that Mr. Lucas testified that at leas 
50% of his blasting work was at the Doan Strip Mine and ho was generall' 
on the property four to five times a week for up to five hours a day. 
Also, Mr. Lucas usually brought a crew of men with him to as.sist them 
with the blasting operations and proceeded directly to the pit area 
without waiting for any instructions from the supervisory personnel 
employed by Doan Coal. Under the circumstances, MSHA submits that 



F. 2d 253 (1965), and Conco, Inc, v. Andrews Van Lines , Inc., 526 F.S' 
720 (1981). 


Findings and Conclusions 
The Jurisdictional Question 

Section 3(d) of the Act defines "operator" £is "any owner, lesse< 
or other person who operates, controls, or supervisors a coal or oth< 
mine or any Independent contractor performing services or co nstr uctl < 
at such mine; " (emphasis added). 

Section 3(g) defines "miner" as "any individual working in a coc 
or other mine", and section 3(h)(1) defines "coal or other mine" as 
Including, inter alls , "lands, excavations, structures, facilities, 
equipment, machines, tools, or other property * * used in, or to be i 

in * * * the work of extracting such minerals from their natural dept 
* * 


The legislative history of the Act clearly contemplates that 
jurisdictional doubts be resolved in favor of Mine Act jurisdiction, 
report of the Senate Committee on Human Resources states! 

The Committee notes that there may be a need to 
resolve jurisdictional conflicts, but it is the 
Committee's intention that what is considered to be 
a mine and to be regulated under this Act be given 
the broadest possible interpretation, and it is the 
intent of this Committee that doubts be resolved in 
favor of inclusion of a facility within the coverage 
of Che Act. 

S. Rep. 95-181, 95ch Cong., 1st Sess. (May 16, 1977) ac l^t: Leg: 
iiiHo ry^pf the Mine Safety and Health Act . Committee Print at 602 (h« 
after cited as Leg. Hist Q . 


cnem uo come oacK, anotiiet , 

and if Doan had a preference it may determine the direction that it wi: 
the blast to go. While Doan may prefer that the blast be directed awa; 
from equipment, the direction of the blast would be J.eft to the blaste 
(Tr. 340-342). Mr. Mitchell stated that during his three and one-half 
years at the mine Austin Powder conducted 90 percent of the blasting 
which was done at the mine site (Tr. 353). The only thing he is requl 
to do insofar as Austin Powder’s employees are concerned is to Insure 
that they have signed the hazard recognition sheet before they enter t 
mine site (Tr. 355) . 

Blaster Jeffrey Lucas confirmed that Doan Coal Company determines 
the number of blast holes to be drilled, as well as the diameter and d 
of the holes. Doan Coal also determines when the holes are to be load 
and then notifies Austin Powder. Should a hole be plugged, Austin Pow 
will attempt to take care of the problem, but "if there is anything ou 
of the ordinary Doan Coal will tell us how they want things done" (Tr. 

Mr. Lucas testified that he considered himself to be an employee 
Austin Powder Company and has never considered himself to be employed 
by Doan Coal (Tr. 416). None of his supervisors have ever advised him 
the contrary, and he considered the services he was performing at. the 
to be an important part of the mining process. He conceded that he 
was at the Doan site performing a service, but he denied that Doan Coa 
paid for his services. He explained this by stating that Doan buys 
powder from Austin and he makes up the billings for the shots and ther 
is no specific charge for his services. He had no knowledge that the 
charges for his services, which are paid for by Austin, are included 
in the price that Doan pays for the powder wlilch is used (Tr. 418). 

Austin Powder’s technical representative Ray Thrush identified 
exhibit AP-11 as the ’’service agreement" between Austin Powder and Doa 
Coal, and he confirmed that he signed it on behalf of Austin Powder, 
and chat it was the only agreement between the two companies. V 
He denied that Austin Powder is a "contract blaster", and he defined 


V A copy of the "Service Agreement" is included herein as an 
attachment to this decision, and the document is Incorporated herein b 
reference. 


ndic.Tted cnac as pare or cne .sej.xxng or tne powaer, Austin i^owder 
rovides its technical experience or advice in detonating the powder 
nich it sells, and the electronic detonating devices are owned by Austi 
ov.'der (Tr. 466-A68). He also confirnied that the blaster is responsible 
or the safety of the blast (Tr. A68). 

Mr. Thrush could not state how much business Austin Powder did with 
oan Coal in 1981, and he had no knowledge as to any prior business volu 
etween the two companies. He indicated that Austin Powder probably 
as no more than ten blasters working in the State of Pennsylvania, and 
hat customers are not charged for their services. When asked about the 
ost of trucks and blasting equipment, he answered "the same setup" 

Tr. 476). Iflien asked whether these costs are passed on to the customer 
s part of the purchase price of the dynamite he replied -"I guess" and 
that Is very possible" (Tr. 477), 

With regard to the service agreement, Mr. Thrush stated that a new 
ne is executed every year, and that it Is not done on a job-by-job 
asis. The services performed under the agreement are on a continuing 
asis for a year (Tr. 477). Mr. Thrush indicated that when he worked 
or Che National Powder Company, there were no such service agreements 
n effect, but ho did not know why "because I was not Involved" (Tr. 478 
r. Thrush confirmed that the Austin Powder agreement is signed every 
ear on the advice of the company's counsel (Tr. 479). 

Contrary to Mr. Thrush's testimony that his previous employer did 
ot have a "service contract" with its customers, Austin Powder’s counse 
sserted that "virtually all" of its competitors have such contracts 
nd that "it is an industry practice" (Tr. 512). Counsel also contended 
hat when the blaster, Mr. Lucas, goes Co Doan Coal’s property to perfor 
is blasting chores under the service agreement he is Doan Coal Company' 
mployee (Tr, 513-514). However, counsel conceded that Austin Powder 
till pays all of Mr. Lucas' regular benefits, such as health coverage 
or his family (Tr. 514). With regard to the right of Doan Coal to 
upervise Mr. Lucas, Austin Powder’s counsel took the position that mine 
perator Doan believed that he may exercise supervision or control over 


Cnere lootv-xiig uvei. uj-o -- 

the holes and wires up the shots, Is he? 

MR, WALL: I am not aware that he commonly does. 

He could if he wanted to. 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE KOUTRAS : Do you mean that 
he could supervise Mr. Lucas in the manner he wires 
up and loads the shots and puts them off? 

MR. WALL: He certainly could. 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE KOUTRAS: Why doesn't Mr. D 
do the blasting himself? He could save a little bit 
of money. 

MR, WALL: Mr. Doan does not want to do the blasting 
anymore. He has other things to do. He started out 
with a small operation. Now he has some ten pits, 
has a larger operation and has other people doing lo 
things chat he used to do himself. 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE KOUTRAS: Mr. Wall, if you 
with regard to the activities of Austin Powder, is t 
common arrangement in scrip mining in this area to h 
Che manufacturer of the explosives do the actual bis 
for the mine operator? 

MR. WALL: It Is not at all unusual, no. I cannot e 
that it Is the normal practice in every instance. I 
I am not familiar with the practices here. But I kr 
that most of the larger manufacturers also have simj 
arrangements. 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE KOUTRAS: Again, I am not r 
light of this service agreement. In the section wh£ 
It says Austin Powder Company is not engaged in bias 
:-^ork. How can one say chat Austin Powder is not enj 
in blasting work when, in fact, they set the wheels 
motion? They dispatch three people when the call cc 
Three people, vehicles, equipment and the product cc 
They charge the holes, the blast goes off. Now., yc 
say that is not blasting? Is that blasting work, se 
the charge and blasting? 


ADMTNISTRATlVi: LAW JUDGE KOUTIUS: Under Lhis service 
agreement the b.l;isting work is performed by Doan 
not Austin Pov;der? 

MR. WALL: That is correct. It i.s an arrangement which 
is made in our industry ns well. It is not uncommon for 
example, for heavy equipment with its operator to be loaned 
to another employer, A crane, for example, could be 
loaned to some particular employer with its operator for 
use during a particular period of time. 

ADMIWISTIiATIVE LAW JUDGE KOUTRAS: Yes, but usually in 
those kinds of arrangements they pay for them, do they not? 

In this case had MSHA opted not to cite Austin Powder ns a 
respondent in this case and decided only to go against Doan 
Coal Company and issued the citations only to Doan and sought 
the maximum civil penalties in this case on the theory that 
Ml*. Lucas as an einployce of Doan Coal Company was negligent 
and, therefore, that negligence is imputed to his employer 
Doan Coal Company. How do you think Mr. Hanak sitting 
next Co you would bo arguing in that case? 

MR. WAI.Ls I cannot speak to that. 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE KOUTRAS: Mr. Hanak, does your client 
reali^^e that this service agreement, when cho.se people and 
equipment come in the Government would consider those people 
to be his employees from now on? 

MR. HANAK: We have never thought of the impact as far as 
any criminal action like here. 

During the course of the hearing, Austin Powder's counsel indicated 
the company sells explosives "in about 37 states" (Tr. 507). He 
indicated that in terms of .sales volume, Austin Powder ranks second 
ird in terms of national sales volume, but emphasised the fact that 
are only "a handful! of explosives manufacturers" (Tr. 507). 

During the hearing, Doan Coal's counsel took the position that in 
vent that it is decided that Austin Powder is not subject to MSlIA's 
cement jurisdiction and are found not to be liable because of the 
_ce agreement , this would serve as a basis for immediately Imputing 
n Powder's liability to Doan Coal simply because of the agreement 
A79). Austin Powder’s response was that "Austin is not within the 


utilize experts in the tieid ot ariiiing oi uxciaui.i.ii j ^ 

summarizing his position concerning the blaster's independent 
status in this case, Austin Powder's counsel argued as follows 

MR. WALL: There are two reasons. One is that under 
tho service agreement it Is the intention of the 
parties Chat Mr. Lucas and others be loan servants ir 
essence of Doan Coal. Loan servants is a well estab] 
common law concept. It has been accepted In the Indi 
in every state. The normal detriment of the status c 
particular individual is the Intention of the party i 
time. That Intention is clearly explained here in t\ 
document. The intention of the parties is that Mr. I 
be, for lawful purposes, freed as an employee of Doar 
Coal Company at the time so that Austin Powder as a 
corporate entity would not have liability. 

Mr. Lucas while at Doan Coal Company is under tl 
control of Doan Coal Company. When Mr. Lucas Is at < 
mine operator's property Austin Powder does not have 
control over those operations. It does not have insi 
those operations; It does not anticipate having llol 
for chose operations and seeks to be protected from l 
willing to furnish that service to a customer in excl 
for the customer’s agreement to be responsible for ai 
of the actions and to be responsible for that employe 
while he is on the property. 

The second factor is that there are very few gu: 
In the statute for the regulation for what constitut< 
operator. One goes back to the history of the 1977 
Amendment of the Bituminous Coal Association's argunn 
Because they were upset with construction companies \ 
were coming on to their property and committing viol, 
for which Che mine operators were held responsible, 
looks at the limited guideline that is available and 
limited guideline is in the regulation. The regulati 
definition of an operator there is chat there is a r( 
ment that there be a contract for services. 


In this Instance there is no such contract wheri 
Austin Powder is contractually bound to provide any 
services. Hence, within the strict technical means ' 


there is a charge for those people and they come in 
on a contract basis and are paid for this. This Is 
not an arrangement of that type. 

take note of the fact that MSHA considered Austin Powder as an 
mdent contractor" subject to the Act, and In fact assigned Austin 
a contractor Identification Number. While the assignment of such 
itificatlon number does not ips o factor bestow "contractor" status 
company, I find nothing in the record to suggest that Austin 
has protested MSHA's characterization of Its activities in this 
MSHA’s Independent Contractor regulations found in Part 45, 

JO, Code of Federal Regulations, section 45.1 et seq . , defines 
lependent contractor" as follows at section 45.2(c); 

"Independent Contractor" means any person, 
partnership, corporation, subsidiary of a cor- 
poration, firm, association or other organiza- 
tion that contracts to perform services or 
construction at a mine; * * * 

.Chough Part 41, of the regulations dealing with the application 
requirements of section 109(d) of the Act that mine operators 
certain "legal identity" information to MSHA does not apparently 
'independent contractors", Part 45 does. Further, other regulatory 
tments such as those found in Parts 48 and 50, Title 30, Code of 
. Regulations, require contractors to comply with certain training 
:ordkeeping requirements of the law. As a matter of fact, in this 
istin Powder’s technical representative Ray Thrusy is an MSHA 
.ed blasting instructor, and the blaster Lucas testified that he 
rly performed blasting at Doan’s mine. This being the case, I 
that Mr. Lucas is "MSHA certified" to perform the duties required 
Iter's under Part 77, Title 30, Code of Federal Regulations, and that 
•ush also has MSHA's stamp of approval to train blaster's in 
ince with MSHA's requirements. 

I addition to the foregoing, I take note of the fact that in response 
•rder directing MSHA to submit any evidence concerning Austin Powder' 
of prior violations, MSHA submitted a copy of a Decision and Order 
;e Kennedy on November 26, 1980, approving a settlement between 
Powder and MSHA providing for the payment of $20,000, for five 
-ons served on Austin Powder in 1979 for five violations of several 
•ry blasting standards found in Fart .56, Title 30, Code of Federal 
ions. Although a copy of the "compromise settlement agreement" 
id by Austin Powder's counsel Wall and MSHA’s counsel contains a 


Although the aforesaid "settlement agreement also con 
statement that it is the "intent of the parties chat the s 
approved by Judge Kennedy shall not be "offered, disclosed, 
admitted in evidence" in future litigation involving the pa 
for the limited purpose of showing prior history by Austin 
not bound by the parties intent in that case. It seems to 
payment of §20,000. by a company who vigorously disclaims i 
by the Act is somewhat contradictory. If Austin Powder Is 
to the Act as a mine operator or Independent contractor, tV 
of prior history is totally irrelevant. Further, in at let 
concerning the approval by a judge of a settlement entered 
parties, the Commission has not recognized the use of "disc 
or "exculpatory language" in Its review of approval or dist 
settlements in such settlement negotiations when it appears 
of such language is for the purpose of insulating an operat 
enforcement jurisdiction. Seej MSllA v. Amax Lead Company 
mSHRC 975 (1982). See also, Co- Op Mining Company , 2 FMSHI 
(1980), where the Commission rejected a Judge’s approval oi 
when it appeared that no violation of any mandatory standm 

In my view, Austin Powder is more than a mere sales cc 
blasting powder and explosives used in the removal of over! 
mine operators for the express purpose of mining Che coal \ 
immediately below of the surface. Austin Powder is direct 
in the coal removal process when It provides the blaster, 
and trained personnel to do the actual blasting and remova 
Under these circumstances, Austin Powder is an Independent 
within the reach and jurisdiction of the 1977 Mine Act. Ai 
different from other independent contractors who are retail 
companies for the express purpose of utilizing’ their exper 
experience in different phases of the coal extraction proci 
a mine operator may retain the services of a contractor to 
or to construct other necessary facilities such as cleanin; 
tipples, or even bathhouses, or to perform certain drillin; 
excavation work. As a matter of law, these contractors ar^ 
under the Mine Act’s definition. On the facts of the Inst, 
the citations issued to Austin Powder described conditions 
by an employee of Austin Powder relating to the work that . 
was engaged to perform. As a matter of fact, Austin Powde 
involved in the abatement of the citations attributed to i 
violations . 

Notwithstanding Mr. Thrush’s "loss of memory" concern 
of who absorbs the costs of the services provided by the b 


if Austin gave ics powder away I would still conclude that It was enga 
in provided a blasting service, albeit gratuitously. 

It seems clear to me from the record in this case, that contrary 
to any intent on the part of the parties as to the status of the blast 
Lucas, he is in fact an employee of the Austin Powder Company. It is 
also clear to me that on the day of the accident in question Mr. Lucas 
was performing an important service at the Doan Mine site and that 
this service was directly related to the extraction of coal. While it 
may be true that anyone on Doan's mine property is subject to the "con 
of the mine owner and operator, this is no different from the "control 
that any land owner of businessman exercises over persons who come ont 
to his property or enter his business establishment. The critical que 
here is whether Doan Coal exercises supervision and control over Austi 
Powder's blaster while the blaster is performing his blasting duties. 

I conclude and find that while engaged in the work of the actual 
blasting and removal of the overburden on the day of the accident, tht 

blaster, Mr. Lucas, was performing his duties as a "miner" as defined 

section 3(g) of the Act, that he was not under the control of Doan Co£ 
Company while performing these duties, but rather, acted as an employe 
and agent of the Austin Powder Company. In addition, I enlso find and 
conclude that as the licensed blaster Mr. Lucas acted iadependently 
from any direct supervision or control by Doan Coal Company, and that 
in his capacity as the licensed blaster he exercised direct supervlslc 
and control over his crew, all of whom are in the employ of Austin Pov 

and that he also had direct control of the trucks and equipment owned 

by Austin Powder and used in the blasting process. Further, Mr. Lucas 
had full responsibility for the blast, including the charging of the 
holes, and the final detonation. He was also responsible for insuring 
the safety of his crew and ocher miners, and he issued the order to si 
down all mine equipment immediately preceding the blast. As a matter 
of fact, Doan's own safety director Mitchell testified that once the 
blasting crew comes onto mine property, the only contact he has with t 
is to make sure that they have signed a "hazard recognition" form. 

After careful consideration of all of the evidence and testimony 
adduced in this case with respect to the jurisdictional question, inc! 
the arguments advanced by the parties in support of their respective 
positions, I conclude and find Chat for the purposes of this proceedii 
Austin Powder Company is an independent contractor who was performing 
blasting services at the mine site in question on the day of the acci( 
and as such is, as a matter of law and fact an "operator" within the i 
of tlie Act and is therefore subject to the Act as well as to MSHA’s 
enforcement jurisdiction. I reject Austin Powder’s "common law loan i 


that Austin Powder did in fact provide rather extensive ana cont. 
services for Doan Coal Company, and that the services provided wf 
directly related to the mining of coal. Austin 3 attempts to 11t 
liability through the use of a "service agreement may be recogn^ 
as valid as between the parties, but I reject it as a means of al 
Austin from any responsibility or accountability under the Mine i 
I accept MSHA's arguments that acceptance of Austin Powder s attei 
to limit its liability by means of the "service contract would ; 
to a total disregard of the Congressional intent expressed in th. 
of placing liability for violations according to actual conduct, 
would be contrary to public policy. 


Fact of Violation - Citation Mo. 1041345, August 6, 1981, 30 CFR 


Citation No. 10A13A5 was Issued because the inspector belie 
Mr. Lucas failed to give "a proper warning according to the post 
raents", and chat his asserted failure to do so constituted a vio 
section 77.1303(h). The first sentence of this standard states 
"Ample warning shall be given before blasts are fired". 


The requirement stated in section 77.1303(h) is that an amp 
be given before a shot is Hred. MSHA's position in this case a 
to be that by failing to follow the blasting warning signal syst 
was posted on a sign on the road coming onto the mine site, Mr. 
failed to give the kind of warning required by the standard. In 
MSHA contends chat the signal system posted on the sign was requ 
be followed by Mr. Lucas, and when he failed to follow it he vio 
section 77.1303(h). A short answer to this argument is that the 
Itself does not provide for any specific signals to be given. I 
to me that since blasting and the use of explosives is Inherentl 
MSKA should as a minimum promulgate a standard that makes it abs 
clear as to what is required. The use of such broad language as 
warnings" leaves much to the imagination, and the instant case 1 
example of this. MSHA's counsel conceded during the hearing tha 
cited regulation does not require the use of any particular sign 
Che posting of signs, barricades, or road guards for the purpose 
persons about blasting. 


MSHA's counsel conceded that there is no specific regulator 
as to what constitutes a "proper" or "ample" warning signal pric 
detonation of any shot (Tr. 42). His position is that If a sigr 
sufficient v»arning of a pending blast and gives the mine operate 
contractor's employees time to remove themselves from a blast ar 
that sign is followed, then ample warning is given (Tr. 43). Gi 


that the question as to what constitutes an ample warning within the 
Cleaning of the standard "has to be determined by the facts" (Tr. 78). 
Further, since the standard itself does not require any particular for 
of warning such as signs, flags, barricades, or Che sounding of horns, 
MSHA's arguments that the blaster was required to follow the signal sy 
posted on a sign which was located on a mine road leading onto the pro 
is rejected. 

MSHA's counsel conceded that there is no requirement for the use 
blast warning signs, and there is no requirement that such a sign be 
posted on the mine roadway (Tt. A51-452). As a matter of fact, the si 
was on Doan's property and which has been referred to in this case was 
in fact a sign approved or furnished by the Office of Surface Mining ( 
U.S. Department of tiie Interior (Tr. A50). However, counsel cook the 
position that if the sign is posted, it becomes the blast warning plan 
and the operator should follow it (Tr. A52). Absent any showing chat 
the mine operator or contractor in this case were required by any MSHA 
standard to adopt a signal system and post it on such a sign, I cannot 
conclude that Mr. Lucas' failure to do so ipso facto constitutes a 
violation of the warning requirements of the cited regulation. MSHA 
has conceded as much when it agreed that the question of what constitu 
an "ample warning" has to be determined by the facts of any given case 
Further, I believe that the question as to whether any blasting warnin 
are "proper", as charged in the citation in question, is a highJ.y subj 
matter which is not even addressed by the regulatory language in quest 
What may be "proper" to an experienced and licensed blaster who is at 
the blast sice supervising a shot, may not be "proper" in the judgment 
of an inspector who is called upon (in hindsight) to render a judgment 
after an accident such as the one which occurred in this case. 

In a case decided by Judge Broderick on October 13, 1981, MSHA v. 
Domtar Industries, Inc. , 3 FMSHRC 2345 (1981), a salt mine operate 
was charged with a violation of section 57.6-175, an underground blast 
regulation, the first sentence of which is identical to the first sent 
of section 77.1303(h). In Chat case two miners were killed in a blast 
accident, and MSHA charged that the blasting crews had failed "to use 
effective voice communications between themselves to provide ample war 
when firing blasts". Although Judge Broderick ruled that since two ml 
were killed it was obvious that they were not warned, he also observed 
Chat oral communication is not the only way to provide "ample warning' 
compliance with the standard, and he rejected MSHA's suggestions to tV 
contrary. 


proceeuin^b piebciiLcu — , 

did all that could reasonably be expected of him on the day in 
question to insure chat miners were apprised of the fact that Che 
be a shot or blast, and my reasons for these findings follow. 

Mr. Lucas' unrebuttcd testimony is that flve-to-ten minutes 
between the time Che shoe was fired and actually detonated. Duri 
time a call was placed over the mine radio communications system 
the personnel in the scale house, as well as the mine office, tha 
blast would be set off and that all equipment should be shut down 
addition, prior to the actual detonation, three 20 second blasts 
air horn were sounded, and a siren signal was sounded for at leas 
minute prior to the blast. 

David Potempa testified that when he arrived on mine propert 
five minutes before the blast, he knew there was going Co be a bl 
because he had seen the blasting crew earlier in the day, and he 
directly to the scale house. He also testified chat he knew the 
would be fired because he heard the warning signals go off five n 
before the blast and one minute before it was actually detonated, 
believed that he received adequate warning, did not feel that he 
danger, and believed that the signals sounded on the day in quest 
the same as those posted on the signal sign by the mine roadway. 

Crusher operator Albert Bloom testified that ten minutes bef 
blast he received notice over the company radio installed In his 
and he received the notice from the dragline operator who instruc 
to shut the equipment down. Since the crusher where the accident 
Alvatrona was working had no radio on it Mr. Bloom signaled him \ 
to shut the crusher down, and Mr. Alvatrona complied. Mr. Bloom 
that the hand signal which he gave to Mr. Alvatrona to shut down 
was one that is regularly used and it is a procedure that everyoi 
and followed. As a matter of fact, he indicated Chat when he obf 
truck driver Martz driving into the area he signaled him to stop 
and to shut it down. Once the loader and crusher were shut down 
observed Mr. Alvatrona heading toward the scale house and he assi 
chat he was going there and did not speak to him further. Mr. B' 
also confirmed chat company policy calls for personally advising 
employees of an Impending blast over the radio communication sysi 
that five to seven or ten minutes elapsed between the time he rei 
the radio notice and the actual blast. He also confirmed that i 
normal operating procedure to shut down all equipment as soon as 
of a blast is received, and if any of his fellow workers do have 


;lt:h the direct personal contact made over the mine radio 
itlons system was an ample warning within the meaning of the 
itence of section 77.1303(h). Accordingly, respondent Austin 
)mpany was in compliance with the cited standard and the section 
Ltation No. 1041345 IS VACATED. 

Violation - Citation No. 1041342, July 31. 1981, 30 CFR 77.1303(h) 

ition No. 1041342 contains two "specifications" which the inspector 
.y believed constituted violations of the second sentence of 
' safety standard section 77.1303(h). The citation asserts that 
persons were not cleared and removed from the blasting area", 

;hat "suitable blasting shelters were not provided to protect 
igered by concussion or flyrock from blasting". The pertinent 
>f section 77.1303(h), is as follows: 

All persons shall be cleared and removed from 
the blasting area unless suitable blasting shelters 
are provided to protect men endangered by concussion 
or flyrock from blasting. 

;Qd failure to clear persons from the "blasting area" 

term "blasting area" is defined by section 77.2(f) as "the area 
sting operations in which concussion or flying material can 
.y be expected to cause injury". MSHA's theory in this case seems 
It since someone was killed, the victim was obviously not removed 
jd from the blasting area. In the circumstances, MSHA argues 
:e the standard deals with explosives and blasting, an operator 
itely liable for any resulting injuries or deaths. MSHA's theory 
ite liability was expounded on by its counsel during the course 
.oquy from the bench (Tr. 177-182). MSHA's counsel takes the 
that since the standard deals with explosives there is absolute 
r when the operator fails to remove all persons from the blasting 
in though the operator may have made a reasonable physical search 
rea prior to blasting. MSHA's position is highlighted by its 
) the following question asked by me during the course of the 
[Tr, 181): 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE KOUTRAS: If some back packer 
came on the site, crawled in his sleeping bag and fell 
asleep; and, during the hoot owl shift, a shot fired off, 
the mine operator took reasonable steps to remove and to 
account for all of his people, and every man was taken 


but you are dealing with explosives, and we do think th 
is an absolute liability to remove all persons. 

In the Domtar Industries case, supra , MSHA amended the citat 
after the action before Judge Broderick was begun to include an a 
that the two men who were killed were not cleared and removed frc 
endangered by the blast as required by the second sentence of sec 
57.6-175. This standard uses the phrase "areas endangered by the 
rather than "blasting area". In affirming the violation, Judge E 
ruled that "the fact that the miners’ bodies were found in that a 
irrefutable proof" that all persons were not cleared from the are 
endangered by the blast. In a footnote to this ruling, Judge Bra 
stated as follows at 3 FMSHRC 2348: 

The Mine Act is generally a strict liability statu 
The language of the cited standard and the wording of 
§ 110(a) of the Act make It plain that unforeseeability 
is not a defense to a violation, nor can the operator a 
a violation by placing the blame on a careless employee 
MSHA V. El Paso Rock Quarries , 3 FMSURC 35 (1981); 

V- Drilling Co. . 2 FMSHRC 790 (1980). 

In the instant case, MSHA does not cite the Domtar Industrie 
or Che cases cited by Judge Broderick In support of a strict liah 
theory. MSllA's brief simply states that the use of explosives ha 
been considered areas where strict liability concepts are specifl 
applicable, and concludes chat the language of section 77.1303(h) 
incorporates the strict liability principals applicable to blast! 
its requirements". MSHA argues that the mere fact c^at the blast 
and blaster and his crew were not clear of the area where flyrock 
blast did fall is sufficient to impose liability under section 77 

I agree with the position taken by Austin Powder Company in 
posthearing arguments that before MSHA can establish Chat all pei 
not cleared from the blast area, it has the burden of first esCat 
what that area is. As correctly pointed out by Austin Powder's c 
in his brief, MSHA has attempted to establish the "blast area" in 
First, MSHA maintains chat the blast area was an area within 500 
of the actual blasting location, anc, it arrives at this distance 
and relying on a State of Pennsylvania regulation which only requ 
that machinery within 500 feet be shut down and Chat persons rect 
a safe distance. 


;rea” should be in this case border on fantasy. It seems to me that wh( 
,ne is dealing with regulations concerning explosives and blasting, the 
itandards sought to be invoked by MSHA should be clearly and precisely 
Iravju and applied by the inspectors in Che field so Chat they are readl, 
inderstood by those being regulated, as well as those who have the enfo 
■esponsibility for insuring compliance. The theories advanced by MSHA 
;his case are different from those recently advanced in another blastin 
:ase concerning a mine operator In Pennsylvania, and a discussion of ch 
:ase follows. 

On August 25, 1982, I issued a decision in the case of MSHA v. 
Rockville Mining Company , Docket No. WEVA 82-10. The case concerned an 
allegation that a Pennsylvania mine operator failed to clear and remove 
niners from a blasting area in violation of section 77.1304(h). Even 
though the mine was located in Pennsylvania, MSHA made no mention of an 
500 foot requirement or absolute liability, and Che Inspector wlio issue 
the citation, as well as a second inspector who was a qualified MSHA 
explo.sives instructor, said absolutely nothing about any 500 foot "safe 
distance" requirement. In fact, the instructor gave an opinion that ba 
on the size of the charge in the two bore holes in question, 130 feet 
was a safe distance, and the inspector who issued the citation rendered 
an opinion chat if all of the holes in question were charged with 800 
pounds of explosives each, a safe distance would be 2,000 feet away. 1 
short, in the Rockville Mining case, the question as to what constitute 
the "blasting area" was dependent on a number of variables, such as the 
amount of explosives used, the number and depth of the holes which 
constituted the "shot", die topography, and the expertise of the blaste 

On Che facts of the instant case, I conclude and find that in orde 
to establish a violation of the first specification noted in the citatd 
MSHA must establish by a prepondance of the evidence that Austin Powdei 
failed to Insure that persons within the "blasting area", as that term 
is defined by section 77.2(f), were not cleared or removed prior to the 
blast. I reject MSHA's "absolute liability" theory, and I also reject 
the notion advanced by MSHA Chat the mere fact that the blast victim 
and the blaster and his crew were in an area where flyroclc fell is suff 
to impose liability under section 77.1304(h). In order for this stands 
to make any sense at all, it seems to me that it has to be interpreted 
r ationally and consistently . "Hindsight" and after-the-fact InterpreCc 
for the purpose of laying the blame on someone for an unfortunate accic 
do not in my view advance the Interests of safety, particularly when tl 
standard in question is obviously being inconsistently applied and 
Interpreted. 


can only lead to chaos are well taken. In my view, if MSilA bel 
such state requirements should be followed Chen it should promu 
appropriate standard and say so. Here, although MSIIA fixes the 
area” by measuring the dlstaiice where the farthest rock fell, 1 
position that 500 feet was a safe distance for people to be.^ H 
only gone 100 feet, that would have fixed the "blasting area", 
would probably still insist that miners be cleared to a distanc 
feet. I simply cannot accept such contradictory interpretation 
applications of the cited standard, and I reject MSHA’s ”500-fo 


While I agree with the argument that Che blaster in this c 
duty under section 77.1304(h), to locate anyone who happens to 
"blasting area" prior to the shot and to insure that he is romo 
cleared away, I disagree with MSHA counsel's argument that the 
has such a duty even though he may not be able to visually obfse 
a person prior to the shot (Tr. 34-35). I conclude and find th 
of the definition of the term "blasting area", the blaster has 
to take reasonable and prudent measures to Insure that all pers 
cleared and removed from the "blasting area" as reasonably and 
determined by him at the time of the shot, and not as determine 
experts after che fact. 


In the instant case, MSHA conceded that the procedures fol 
by the blaster were technically correct. MSHA found nothing wr 
manner in which Mr. Lucas loaded, wired, and fired the shot. V 
Che record here established, at the time the citation was Issue 
Blxler filled out an "inspector's statement" In which he candid 
acknowledged chat the accident could not have been predicted an 
it resulted from circumstances beyond the operator's control, 
filled out a new statement at the direction of his supervisor a 
from the solicitor's office made a "lawyer's judgment" that the 
could not be defended on its merits. Mr. Bondra candidly admit 
the hearing that the sketch of the "blasting area" as shown in 
investigation report was a mistake. 

Mr. Lucas testified that he and his crew were positioned s 
feet from che blast, and he confirmed that in determining what 
the "blasting area", he takes Into consideration the size of tl 
the manner in which it Is loaded, and the surrounding terrain, 
day in question, he determined that the shot would go in the op 
direction from where he and his crew were located, but that fot 
unexplained reason there was a "blowout" which caused the flyre 
question. 


:tis or tne snot; or cne d.lowoul . nr. Dixier conctiuea unat ac cne 
he issued his citation he did not take into account Mr. Lucas’ opinic 
300 feet was a safe distance from the blast, and he also conceded 
Mr. Lucas did have the safety of his crew in mind prior to the blast. 

Mr. Lucas testified that prior to the "blowout" he had made five 
.X other shots using the same amount of explosives and that there 
lothing unusual about those shots. Under the circumstances, he 
lusly had no reason to believe that a "blowout" or flyrock would 
•, and he confirmed that prior to the detonation of the shot, he 
:ed all of the charged holes for potential signs of a "blowout", 
ler, as indicated earlier In my findings concerning the sounding of 
ning, Mr. Lucas did all that was reasonably possible to alert 
•ersons within the blasting zone of hazard to shut down all equipment 

0 seek shelter. 

1 conclude and find Chat Austin Powder Company lias established by 
•ponderance of the evidence adduced in this case that prior to the 
.aCion of the blast in question, Mr. Lucas acted in a reasonable 
rudenc manner in securing the area, and that he removed himself and 
rew CO a safe distance and to a location which he reasonably believec 
uCside Che "blasting area" as defined by section 77.2(f). I also 
ude and find that Mr. Lucas acted in a reasonable manner in clearing 
cher persons from the blasting area, and that he did all that could 
peered of a reasonable and prudent blaster to insure that all personj 
ding the accident victim, were outside tlie blasting area. Under 

circumstances, I conclude that MSHA has failed to establish a 
Lion and that portion of Citation No. 10413A2, which charges Austin 
r with falling to remove and clear all persons from the blasting are; 
GATED, 

Lleged failure to provide suitable blasting shelters 

Citation No. 1041342 also charges Austin Powder with a failure to 
de suitable blasting shelters. Section 77.1303(h) requires that 
ersons be cleared and removed from the blasting area unless suitable 
I ng shelters are provided to protect men endangered by concussion or 
ck from blasting . The regulations do not specify what a "suitable 
ing shelter" is, and this matter Is apparently left to the discretio: 
udgment of the blaster. 

:lSHA’s counsel asserted during the course of the hearing that the 
Lon was Issued in part for failure to remove persons from the scale 
, a Location which counsel asserts was inside the blasting area (Tr. 


suicablc sheUer and tnac cne taxiunr uv. 

location also constituted a violation section 77.1303(10 

I take note of the fact that nowhere in the official M 
investigation compiled by Inspector liondra is tlicrc any men 
fact that the scale house was not a suita!)le slielter, or th 
to remove persons from that location concerned the Inspectn 
I take note of the fact Chat the conditions or practices de 
Inspector Bondra on the face of his citation do not even inc 
scale house or anyone in it as part of the alleged violativ 
or practices. His citation Is limited to an assertion that 
victim was not removed to a safe area, and hi.s conclusions 
were obviously based on the fact that the accident victim s 
Injuries as a result of being struck by flyrock. Since die 
Issued after the investigation was completed, and since it 
Information which came to the inspector's attention in the 
that investigation, one would chink that die inspector woul 
Included the "scale house theory" in the citation. I belie 
failure to do so stemmed from the fact that at that point I 
did not believe that the scale house was in the IrLnsting ai 
believe that the inclusion of the scale house personnel dui 
of the hearing was an after-thought to bol.ster MSilA's them 
of "blasting area". 

Although Mr. Lucas conceded that there were no des igns 
shelters at the location of the shot, a drill rig, a shot t 
driller's maintenance truck were present and he considered 
CO be suitable blast shelters (Tr. 67-69). However, in hij 
the men are at a safe distance there is no need for them tc 
the equipment. As for himself, he conceded that he was noi 
any piece of equipment because he believed he was at a safi 
300 feet from the actual blast operating his detonating de' 
the fact that he believed he was at a safe distance, Mr. Lt 
of the opinion that a blaster must be able to observe the 1 
to detect any misfires and to Insure that the proper blast: 
cakes place. Mr. Doan testified that Che scale house was : 
area and that a rock would not penetrate the roof. He alsc 
chat Che crusher is constructed of structural steel and wat 
shelter". 

Inspector Bondra conceded that a piece of equipment a 
an adequate blasting shelter, and he confirmed that the dr: 
was some thirty feet from where Mr. Lucas was standing at 
the detonation would be a shelter. Even though he indicati 


I have some dlfficulcy In comprehending precisely what MSHA's posit 
s with respect to the alleged failure by Austin Powder to provide the 
ype of shelter contemplated by the second sentence of section 77.1303(^ 
suspect that the inspector decided to Include this specification in h: 
itation after determining during his investigation that Mr. Lucas was 
tanding some thirty feet from the drill rig and was not under it when 
ebrls from the blast went over his head. Since the inspector apparent! 
id not determine where the rest of the crew was positioned, I have no v 
f knowing what he had in mind with respect to the rest of the crew. 

As I interpret the cited standard, if suitable blasting shelters ai 
rovided, there is no requirement that persons be cleared and removed fi 
he blasting area. Conversely, if persons are not within the blasting 
rea» there is no logical reason for requiring suitable blasting sheltei 
he language of the standard leaves much to the imagination, and I susp« 
hat this is the reason for MSHA's anemic argument which appears at pg. 
f its brief as follows: 

* * ■/< the fact that there were some trucks inside 
the blasting zones at the time of the blast is not a 
substitute for specifically designating and providing, 
suitable shelters for the protection of miners. Unless 
the miners are trained in using shelters and know where 
the designated shelters are, they do not serve their 
intended purpose. 

On the facts of this case, it would appear that the fatality which 
courted prompted the Inspector to conclude that suitable shelters were 
ot provided. However, a fatality, in and of itself, does not establisl 
violation of any mandatory safety standard. On the facts of this cast 
cannot conclude that MSHA has established by a preponderance of any 
redible evidence, that Austin Powder failed to provide suitable shelte: 
0 the contrary, I conclude and find that the evidence establishes that 
uitable shelters, within the language of the cited standard, were in 
act provided. If MSHA chooses to penalize a mine operator or its inde] 
ontractor everytime a fatality occurs, without regard to whether or no 
he facts presented justify such a course of action, then I suggest it 
eriously consider completely outlawing blasting or the use of explosivt 
r in the alternative, promulgating standards which make sense. I cone 
nd find that MSHA has failed to establish that suitable she] ters were 
ot provided, and that portion of the citation which alleges that were 
oi: IS VACATED. 



wa=> btstveei uu /iuslaii luwuci. , --- 

blaster Lucas was not under a suitable shelter because debris fi 
blast In question flew over his head while he was standing some 
feet from a drill rig which the Inspector believed constituted c 
shelter. Here, since the victim was struck and killed by flyroc 
apparently sitting on a spoil pile observing the blast, the insp 
concluded that a suitable shelter was not provided, and that the 
the victim was not cleared and removed from the blasting area. 

For the same reasons articulated In my findings and conclus 
concerning Austin Powder's alleged failure to provide suitable I 
shelters or to remove persons from the blasting, I conclude and 
that MSHA has failed to establish violations of the part of resj 
Doan Coal Company. I find that Doan Coal took all reasonable si 
remove persons from Che blasting area prior to the detonation, 
call came over the mine radio communications system, the loader 
Albert Bloom, signaled the victim to shut down the crusher, and 
seen by Mr, Bloom the victim was walking on the road in the dire 
of the scale house, X conclude chat the victim must have known 
impending blast since he shut down his equipment and apparently 
to go on a frolic of his own to the coal spoil pile to view the 
these circumstances, 1 conclude chat Doan acted reasonably, and 
any requirement that a mine operator take a physical inventory c 
its personnel and lead them individually to a safe shelter, I a 
conclude that Doan Coal Company could have done anything else tc 
the tragic accident which occurred in this case. Under the circ 
the specification in the citation charging Doan Coal Company wii 
to remove all persons from the blasting area IS VACATED. 

With regard to the charge that Doan Coal Company failed to 
suitable blasting shelters, I conclude and find that the primary 
for providing such shelters fell on Austin Powder. MSHA’s atter 
hold Doan Coal Company responsible after the fact on the theory 
scale house was not a suitable shelter and did not have a sign | 
the door identifying it as such is rejected. If MSIIA believes i 
operator should label every piece of equipment or building as a 
blast shelter", similar to those buildings labeled "civil defeni 
to be used in the event of a nuclear holocust, then MSHA should 
think about promulgating some standards and guidelines in this i 
specification noted in the citation is also VACATED. 

ORDER 


In view of Che foregoing findings and conclusions, MSHA's j 


ion : 


JK\ Koucras 

Administrative Law Judge 


Cohen, Esq., U.S. Department of Labor, Office of the Solicitor, 
Ison Blvd., Arlington, VA 22203 (Certified Mail) 

Wall, William Michael Hanna, Esqs., Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, 
ion Commerce Bldg., Cleveland, OH A4115 (Certified Mall) 

Hanak, Esq., 311 Main St., Box 250, Reynoldsville, PA 15851 
ied Mail) 
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AUSTIN POWDER COMPANT 
Cleveland, Ohio 


.ETARY OF LABOR, 
ehalf of 

[ONY HERIGES, TOM ANTONINI, 
m GIBSON and LARRY HALEY, 
Complainant 


V. 


lND creek COAL COMPANY, 
Respondent 


Complaint of Discharge, Discrimination 
or Interference 

Docket Nos, KENT 80-1^-D 
KENT 80-15-D 
KENT 80-22--D 
KENT 80-2 3-D 
KENT 80-42-D 
KENT 80-52-D 


ORDER OF DISMISSAL 


FOR GOOD CAUSE SHO^W, the Secretary's motion to withdraw his complaint 
!ach of the above cases is GRANTED. 

WHEREFORE IT IS ORDERED that the above proceedings are DISMISSED. 




WILLIAM FAUVER; JUDGE 


iribution Certified Mail: 

Rosenthal, Esq., Office of the Solicitor, US Department of Labor, A015 
(on Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203 

shall S. Peace, Esq,, Assistant Corporate Counsel, Island Creek Coal 
lany, 2355 Harrodaburg Road, PO Box 11A30, Lexington, KY A0575 

rison Combs, Esq., UMWA, 900 15th St., NW, Washington, DC 20005 
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Before: Judge Mellck. 

These consolidated cases are before me pursuant to sections 
105(d) of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977, 30 U.S. 
seq . , "the Act", to contest an order of withdrawal Issued to the 
Coal Company (Westmoreland) under § 104(d)(1) of the Act and for 
civil penalty proposed by the Mine Safety and Health Administratl 
the violation charged in that order. U The order before me (No- 

_1/ Section 104(d)(1) of the Act provides as follows: 

If, upon any inspection of a coal or other mine, an aul 
representative of the Secretary finds that there has been a 
of any mandatory health or safety standard, and If he also . 


The fall occurred in an area of "old works" last mined in the 1930's 
the old No. 2 Entry of the two southwest main section. A work crew 
5 supervision of section foreman Robert Hairston, was sent to the sec- 
'riday, January 8, 1982, and again on Monday, January 11, 1982, to pre 
)uild a stopping needed to maintain required ventilation. On the latt 
i crew arrived on the section around 4:30 p.m. Hairston first perform 
.red examination of the work places and then assigned duties to the 
lers. In the sequence of operations, the continuous mining machine wa 
immed to the last open crosscut, left, connecting southwest main with 
; entry of the old inactive two north haulway. Albert Honaker, the 
•rator, proceeded to clean rock and coal from the mine floor across th 
/ide entry, l/hllc working there, Honaker observed what he described a 
2^/ at the top of the No. 2 entry that protruded froiti the left rib som 


ltd.) danger, such violation is of such nature as could signifi- 
-ly and substantially contribute to the cause and effect of a 
. or other mine safety or health hazard and if he finds such 
.ation to be caused by an unwarrantable failure of such operator 
:omply with such mandatory health or safety standards, he shall 
-ude such finding in any citation given to the operator under 
• Act. If, during the same inspection or any subsequent Inspec- 
i of such mine within 90 days after the issuance of such cita- 
i, an authorized representative of the Secretary finds another 
.ation of any mandatory health or safety standard and finds 
i violation to be also caused by an unwarrantable failure of 
i operator to so comply, he shall forthwith issue an order re- 
•ing the operator to cause all persons in the area affected by 
1 violation, except those persons referred to in subsection (c) 

>e withdrawn from, and to be prohibited from entering, such 
i until an authorized representative of the Secretary deter- 
.s that such violation has been abated. 

. Virginia State Coal Mine Inspector Danny Graham, testifying on behal 
terator', explained that the terms "brow" and "overhanging rib" are ess 
monymous. Both terms were used in this case to describe the same phe 
.nd I conclude that the terminology is indeed synonymous. 


133 


Arthur Burdiss, a roof bolter helper on Hairston’s crew that 
recalled being warned by Honaker of the "overhanging brow" in the 
entry. Burdiss estimated that the brow protruded some 10 to 12 i 
feet of the rib. He and his co-vrorker, George Ayers, also tried 
the brow with the slate bar but they too were unsuccessful. They 
unable to bolt into the overhanging brow because of the position < 
bolter canopy. Four roof bolts were, however, installed to withi 
of the outby edge of the brow. 

Jim Milam was working with the deceased just before the roof 
unloaded the supplies needed to build the stopping and Milam exam 
to determine where to locate the stopping. At this same time, Ho 
ston were continuing in their efforts to take down the brow. Acc 
Milam, it projected 12 to lA inches into the entry and had a "hai 
or separation in it. He recalls commenting that it looked like a 
and asked If it had been checked. Milam and the deceased then al 
cessfully to pull the brow down. Because of their inability to b 
with the slate bar, Milam thought it was safe and both men began 


y? There is some divergence of opinion regarding the size of th 
The operator’s witnesses who actually saw it before it fell descr 
ously as protruding from 10 to 14 Inches from the rib along 4 to 
entry. The MSHA inspectors, basing their estimates on the amount 
after the fall, thought the overhang would have been 22 feet long 
Inches thick, and with a brow of up to 68 inches. West Virginia 
spector Graham, testifying for the operator, estimated, based on 
rls, that the brow had projected 30 to 31 inches into the entry, 
sider the testimonial discrepancies in the size of the brow to be 
for purposes of this decision. 


V Mr. Hairston, the section foreman, declined to answer questi 
to the subject matter of this case citing as grounds therefor the 
afforded by the Fifth Amendment to the U.S, Constitution. Counse 
could give no assurance that Hairston would not be subject to cri 
ity based on the subject matter of this case and did not contest 
privilege. No inferences have been drawn from Mr. Hairston’s ref 
tify in this regard based on his invocation of the Fifth Amendmen 


i UO 1 L 


Liiciri ae ia±Liaj.xy LFiougnc.. 


As a preliminary matter, Westmoreland claims that the regulatory stan^ 
i cited, 30 CFR 75.202, Is unenforceably vague as applied to the facts * 
5 case. The standard provides as relevant herein that "overhanging or 
js and ribs shall be taken down or supported." Westmoreland appears to 
: because an MSHA inspector testified that he would not necessarily citi 
ry overhanging rib (for example, a one Inch overhang) that in his opinii 
id no hazard, enforcement of the standard was therefore based upon the : 
:ive discretion of the various inspectors. Westmoreland also cites in 
ird an internal MSHA memorandum which provides in essence that overhang 
: should be cited only when they present a hazard (Government Ex. No. 2 
tetermining the constitutional validity of a regulatory standard where t 
;ed for vagueness, however, the language of the standard itself must fii 
jxamlned. In this regard I find that the language provides constitutioi 
isonable certainty" and is Indeed facially unambiguous. Accordingly, M; 
>rcement practices under the standard are irrelevant to the defense assi 
lally V. General Construction Co., 269 U.S. 385, 391; Boyce Motor Lines 
Inited States , 342 U.S. 337. 

Westmoreland next argues that the brow which fell did not constitute . 
si'hanglng rib" within the meaning of the cited standard. As previously 
sver, West Virginia State Coal Mine Inspector Danny Graham testified on 

of Westmoreland that Che terms "brow" and "overhanging rib" were esser 
' synonymous. The terms were used in this case by counsel and various ' 
les to describe the same phenomenon and I have already concluded that tl 
Is are indeed synonymous. It is accordingly immaterial whether the cici 
Lomenon is referred to as a "brow" or "overhanging rib". I find that tl 
Lomenon was, regardless of the terminology used, an "overhanging rib" w: 
moaning of the cited standard. 

Westmoreland further contends that a violation of the cited standard < 
bo supported where "every means of taking down or supporting an alleget 
hanging rib was either infeasible or presented a potential hazard equal 
reater than the hazard presented by that overhanging rib." The conteni 
live elements of two affirmative defences, i.e. impossibility of porfon 
compliance) and the "greater hazard defense". In order to establish tl 
ler defense, the operator must prove Chat (1) compliance with the requi; 
s of the cited standard either would be functionally impossible or woul 
lude performance of required work, and (2) alternative means of employ* 
ection are unavailable. Diamond Roofing Company, Inc ., 80 OSAHRC 76-3( 
A OSHC 1080, 1980 CCH OSHD H 24,274 (Feb. 29, 1980); Secretary v. Sewel 

Co., 3 I’MSHRC 1380 (1981), aff*d 686 F.2d 1066 (4th Cir. 1982). In oi 
blish the latter defense, the operator must prove that (1) the hazards 


elements of either the impossibility of compliance or the great 
defense* 


It has not been shown for example that it was necessary in 
stance to have required the miners to have erected a stopping be 
hanging brow* Evidence has not been presented to demonstrate th 
could not have been erected in a safer location or that other al 
of meeting the ventilation requirements wore unavailable. Even 
endo, that such alternatives were unavailable, Westmoreland has 
that it would have been more hazardous to have supported or take 
ing brow down. 

MSHA apparently concedes that the overhanging roof in this 
reasonably have been blasted down or supported with roof bolts ( 
opy on the roof-bolclng machine would not allow the machine to b 
the subject brow) and that posts or crib blocks could not have b 
because of the angle of the brow (Government Ex. Mo. A, page 4). 
tains, however, that the overhanging roof could have been cut do 
continuous mining machine. There is no dispute that no efforts 
this. Westmoreland concedes, moreover, that the continuous mine 
been brought in parallel to the old No, 2 entry if additional ro 
been first provided in the entry. It contends, however, chat on 
nlty of the brow, the ripper heads of the miner might have come 
with roof bolts located in close proximity to the brow, causing 
slbly tearing down part of the roof. Westmoreland's argument fa 
cake into consideration that the continuous miner could have bee 
to trim the brow just ahead of the roof bolting operation. Thus 
acor could have progressed alternately with the roof bolter, cut 
brow without Che ripper head of the miner ever being in close pr 
inserted roof bolts, 

Westmoreland also contends that the brow was beyond the rea 
per head and therefore the miner could not have been used to b’rl 
Westmoreland ignores the evidence, however, that the miner could 
vated onto blocks that would have given the ripper head sufficie 
have reached the brow. While Westmoreland also claims that it w 

been safe to have placed roof bolts in the area between the last 

and Che second last crosscut in the old No. 2 entry in order to 
tion the miner, no specific safety problems have been cited. To 
MSHA Inspector Homer Gross opined that the continuous miner coul 

safely used to bring down the brow. Under all the circumstances 

that Westmoreland has not met its burden of proving either the " 
or "impossibility of compliance" defense. Tlie cited violation is 
susta ined. 


id In an injury of a reasonably serious nature. Secretary v. Cement Di' 
, National Gypsum Co *, 3 FMSHRC 822 at 825. The test essentially Invol' 
considerations, (1) the probability of resulting Injury, and (2) the sei 
2 SS of the resulting injury. Even considering only the testimony from i 
itor*s witnesses, it is clear that a substantial overhanging brow exists 
le cited entry in which at least a hairline fracture or separation coulc 
'ved. According to these witnesses, the brow protruded from 10 to 31 ir 
the rib for as long as 22 feet of the entry. Even had the fracture or 
on not been observed, Wescmoreland*s expert witness, Dr, Syd Peng, cone 
fractures may very well exist that are not visible. In addition, the c 
.ng brow in this case was sufficiently obvious to have attracted the att 
of at least six experienced miners who were sufficiently concerned to I 
lade efforts to bring it down with a slate bar. It may reasonably be ir 
:herefore that all of these miners, at some point in time, perceived the 
as a serious hazard. Under all the circumstances, I conclude that the 
in presented a high probability of serious or fatal injuries. There inc 
;ed a reasonable likelihood that the hazard of a roof fall would occur, 
.ting in Injuries of a serious nature. Accordingly, I find the violatic 
ive been "significant and substantial". For the same reasons, I find ths 
'iolaCion reflected a high level of gravity. 

I further find that the violation was the result of the unwarrantable i 
f the operator to comply with the law, A violation is the result of "i 
,ble failure" if the violative condition was one which the operator knev 
d have known existed or which the operator failed to correct through ir 
•ce or lack of reasonable care, Zelgler Coal Co . , 7 IBMA 280. In this 
the negligent acts of section foreman Robert Hairston are attributable 
iperator. Secretary v. Ace Drilling Co, Inc. , 2 FMSHRC 790 (1980). It 
puted in this case that Hairston had been warned about the overhar\ging 
;sue, had seen the condition, and had apparently deemed it sufficiently 
,6 to have made efforts on his own to bring it down with a slate bar. 1 
existence of this brow as described by the operator's own witnesses cl£ 
Ituted a violation of the cited standard. It may reasonably be inferre 
fore, that Hairston had knowledge of the violative condition but failed 
rrect that condition through indifference or lack of reasonable care, 
er Coal Co . , supra. The violation was accordingly the result of the ur 
ble failure of the operator to comply with the law and, indeed, of gros 
gence. Accordingly, I affirm the order at bar. 

In determining the amount of civil penalty that is appropriate in this 
I also consider that the operator Is large in size, that it has a fait 
antial history of violations, and that the penalty here imposed would r 
t its ability to stay in business. Within this framework of evidence, 
that a penalty of $8000 Is appropriate. 
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DECISION 

Dmplainant Charles J. Frazier, (Frazier), brings this action on his 
half alleging he was discriminated against by his employer, 
on-Knudsen Company, Inc., (MK), in violation of the Federal Mine 
and Health Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C. § 801 et seq . 

ne applicable statutory provision. Section 105(c)(1) of the Act, now 
sd at 30 U.S.C. 815(c)(1), in its pertinent part provides as 
8 : 


No person shall discharge or in any other manner discriminate 
against ... or otherwise interfere with the exercise of the 
statutory rights of any miner ... because such miner ... has 
filed or made a complaint under or relating to this Act, in- 
cluding a complaint notifying the operator or the operator's 
agent, or the representative of the miners ... of an alleged 
danger or safety or health violation ... or because such miner 
... has instituted or caused to be instituted any proceeding 


The threshold issues are whether complainant, as a management 
supervisor, is within the coverage of the Act and, further, whether the 
complaint was timely filed. 

The issue on the merits is whether respondent discriminated against 
complainant, a safety supervisor, in violation of the Act. 

COVERAGE 

Respondent contends that complainant does not come within the 
coverage of the Act since he is a member of management. 

The uncontroverted facts establish that complainant was employed as 
safety specialist in respondent’s surface coal mine operation (Tr. 99, 
199), The answer to the coverage issue is found in the Act itself where 
"miner" is unambiguously defined as any individual working in a coal or 
other mine. Section 3(g). Management personnel working in a coal mine a 
therefore "miners" within section 105(c)(1) and they are accordingly 
entitled to the protections afforded therein. Accord: Miller v. Federal 
Mine Safety and Health Review Commission , 687 F. 2d 194, (7th Cir August 
1982) , Eagle v. Southern Ohio Coal Company , 2 FMSHKC 3728, December 198 
(Merlick, J.). Herman v. IMCO Services , 4 FHSHRC 1540, August 1982 
(Morris, J.), 

The motion to dismiss for lack of coverage is denied. 

TIMELY FILING OF COMPLAINANT 

MK asserts the complaint of discriminatory discharge was not timely 
filed. The discharge occurred on April 28, 1981 and the first notice MK 
received was when Frazier filed his amended petition in this case on Aug 
25, 1981, approximately four months later. 



On May 12, 1981, in the process of investigating his discriminat io 
complaint, MSHA took a 12 page handwritten statement from Frazier 
(Commission File) . 

On June 15, 1981 MSHA advised Frazier that on the basis of their i 
vestigation they concluded that no violation of Section 105(c) had 
occurred. On July 14, 1981 Frazier appealed to the Commission. On Aug 
26, 1981 an "amended complaint" was filed before the Commission allegin 
Frazier was unlawfully discharged on April 28, 1981 for engaging in a 
protected activity. 


DISCUSSION 

It has been held that none of the filing deadlines in the 
discrimination section of the Act are jurisdictional in nature. Christ 
V. South Hopkins Coal Company , 1 FMSllRC 126, 134-136 (1979), Bennett v. 
Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical Corporation , 3 FMSHRC 1539, (1981). 

All of the above facts indicate that Frazier was pursuing his 
disciminat ion complaint in a timely manner. To support MK's argument w 
be to exalt form above substance. 

The motion to dismiss for untimely filing of the complaint is deni 

COMPLAINANT'S EVIDENCE 

Complainant's evidence consists of the testimony of Charles J. 
Frazier, Jewell Davisson, and numerous exhibits. 

Charles J. Frazier was employed with Morrisoh-^Knudsen as a safety 
supervisor 2 on April 24, 1979 (Tr. 14, 19, 56). He was terminated Apr 
28, 1981 (Tr. 14), Frazier's initial assignment was at the MK mine in 
Kemmerer, Wyoming. At that location Frazier reported to Gary Kilstrom, 
senior safety supervisor (Tr, 58). Frazier's relationship with Kilstro 
developed into a personality conflict (Tr. 58). Frazier was not as sev 
as Kilstrom (Tr. 62-63), 

Frazier was subsequently transferred to the MK Absoloka Mine in 
Billings, Montana where he worked under Jed Taylor, mine manager (Tr. 1 
He also reported to Richard Daly in the home office. Daly was in charg 
safety and environmental services (Tr, 19). 


In February 1980, Frazier was restricted to his office (Tr. 141). 


In September 1980 MK had a ground control problem in pit No 
27-28). MSHA inspector Clayton issued a citation and told Taylo 
manager) what he expected to be done (Tr. 28). Taylor made the 
"that's the way the Good Lord meant it to be and there wasn't no 
could do to change it." Frazier felt this was a poor safety att 
behavior (Tr. 28). 

In September 1980 Frazier reported an unsafe condition to W 
(mine superintendent) in pit No. 4 (Tr. 33). Wunderlick told Fr 
wasn't to be in the pit (Tr. 33). 

In December 1980 Frazier gave a company safety citation to 
in a local bar (Tr. 89, 158). The union complained and Taylor v; 
stating that company business shouldn't be conducted in a bar (I 
Frazier said he'd apologize to Lix for giving it to him in a bar 
would'nt apologize for the citation. He told Taylor he could "e 
101 ). 


On one occasion Taylor told Frazier chat hi.s [miner] train! 
inadequate (Tr. 35). Frazier felt the Company's facilities and 
aids were inadequate. Frazier made requests for teaching aids f 
arrived until he ceased to conduct miner training which was aboi 
months before he was terminated (Tr, 37), Frazier received no t 
from his supervisors and no aids except a projector (Tr, 37). 1 

text books he had were those he had brought from MSHA (Tr. 38), 

Frazier and Doug Harper, an MSHA inspector, have a personal 
conflict. On one occasion Frazier flunked Harper in a mine resc 
Harper felt Frazier didn't have sufficient education in safety £ 
(Tr, 40). 

In December, 1980, and January, 1981, Frazier was aware the 
Local 400 of the Operating Engineers were negotiating a labor cc 
40-41), Frazier hadn't made his union preference known to other 
except about a year before his discharge he told Chaps Lix that 


Lcc Detween tne vinLons; t ir . oi, oz;. 


ier went to the home office in Hoise in midwinter, 1981 (Tr. 41, 
lor said Frazier was being sent to the home office because of a 
he (Taylor) had received from the Operating Engineers (Tr. 76). 

,pril 7, 1981 Frazier talked to Dean Gilson in the liome office. 

Id Frazier he'd have to get along with Taylor or his career would 
pardy (Tr. 44, 45). Frazier replied he wouldn't take any guff off 
and "to hell with his career" (Tr. 44-45). Frazier isn't overly 
aylor (Tr. 149). 

pril 8, 1981 Frazier told fellow safety supervisor Barnett that he 
course but to go to MSHA (Tr. 46). 

,pril 10, 1981 Frazier was transferred to the swing shift 
Frazier was told that Barnett was going to do the training. 
Frazier wasn't qualified and Frazier agrees he wasn't qualified 
47). 

pril 11 Frazier went to the home of MSHA inspector Dick Clayton, 
ime he listed 12 violations (Tr. 45, 46). (A detailed analysis of 
aints is set forth, infra, pages 13-14.) An MSHA inspection took 
April 24, 1981 (Tr. 47). 

t this time Frazier posted the NLRB election decision on the union 
board (Tr. 96, R3). 

pril 28, 1981 Taylor called Frazier to the office and accused him 
ring one union over the other (Tr. 105). Frazier said he wanted 
s accuser. At this juncture Taylor terminated Frazier (Tr. 105). 
hen told Taylor he hadn't seen the last of him. Further, he said 
rned MK into MSHA. In addition, Frazier said he had filed a 
ation complaint (Tr. 107). 


er's testimony is that he was put on the straight swing shift on 
but the manager's memorandum of tran.sfer is dated April 10, 1981 
azier was already on the swing shift and management's directive 
cd that the shift would be "non rotating". I accordingly consider 
pril 10th, 1981 as the first date Frazier knew he would continue 
'ing shift. 


Frazier’s first assignment was at the Kemmerer, Wyoming mir 
reported to Gary Kilstrom (Tr. A07, 417). Problems with Frazier 
Kemmerer Mine included tardiness, an odor of alcohol, and Failur 
awake (Tr. 418). 

MSHA inspector Doug Harper, a safety trainer, first inspect 
1979. He evaluated the training and except for first aid he cor 
the miner training was insufficient (Tr. 1 75-180). Charles Frai; 
conducting the training (Tr. 76). Harper prepared a written ref: 
was dated December 18, 1979 (Tr. 178, 179, R7). The final repor 
conclusion was issued on January 9, 1981 by Walter R. Schell, M!; 
administrator located in Denver, Colorado (Tr, 178, R7). Tlie Mf 
states, in part, that use should be made of the large body of ii 
visuals, films and tapes available (R7). 

Harper had never received any training from Frazier althoug 
spent four to five hours monitoring Frazier's class as an observ 
186, 195). 

On May 31, 1979 Bruce Zimmerman, MK's training manager, in 
interoffice memorandum to his supervisors reviewed the on going 
and program development to meet the requirements of MSHA at thre 
(Tr. 357, R13). The memorandum states in part: "In addition Clw: 
(Frazier) has a vast resource library of overheads, hando\»ts and 
material" (R13, Tr. 367, 368). 

Dean Gilson, MK's manager for safety and training, asked tli 
report be withheld until MK could improve its training (Tr. 426) 
Zimmerman was sent to work with Frazier in an effort to change t 
comments on his performance (Tr. 427). At a meeting on January 
Zimmerman related the feelings of George Herman and Doug Harper 
personnel) to Frazier (Tr. 364). Zimmerman further suggested tl: 
should be less confrontive and less antagonistic. Frazier agree 
365), About the first of December, 1980, the local union, Opevf 
Engineers Local 400, was negotiating with the company over the t 
labor contract (Tr. 322). At this time workers complained to I)f 
Camden, a union stewart, about Frazier's efforts to influence ur 
representation at the mine. Frazier was advocating that tlic MK 
weren't getting representation from Local 400. Further, Frazier 
advocating that Local 400 should be kicked out and the workers e 
in the United Mine Workers (UMW) (Tr. 261, 332). There were a;: 
15 such complaints over an eight to ten month period (Tr. 264-2C 
and Mike Pascal reported these conversations to David Whempner, 
of Local 400 (Tr, 226, 232~233, 263). At that time Whempner con 
mine manager Jed Tavlor. who suepnstpH hhn 


ng the company policy Chat MK was to remain neutral between the two 
Frazier was present at the January 6, 1981 meeting. Wbempner, a 
Cicial and Taylor, mine manager, identified Frazier at the meeting 
-208, 276-277). 

eek or two later Camden told Wliempner that Frazier and Lix had been 
guraent in a bar about Che union. At that time Frazier wrote 
X a company safety violation in a local bar (Tr. 235). Lix brought 
tion to Camden, Whempner in turn went to Che mine and "raised 
th the Board of Adjustments and threatened Jed Taylor with an NLRB 
abor charge. Specifically, the stewards had been telling Whempner 
zier was telling everybody Chat Local 400 had given away over half 
labor contract. In addition to "raising hell" with Jed Taylor 
contacted his boss, Vince Bosch, in Helena, Montana and "raised 
th him (Tr. 238). Bosch indicated that unfair labor charges would 
by Local 400 against MK (Tr. 240). (No such charges were in fact 
ed (Tr. 241).] 

ce Bosch, Whempnor'a boss, contacted Burge (industrial Relations 
after Whempner complained. The problems ceased. Frazier was 
ily transferred to the home office in Boise, Idaho on January 28, 
re he remained until March 10, 1981 (Tr. 241, Rl). Problems for 
resumed wlien Frazier returned to the mine (Tr, 241-242), 

er he returned from Boise Taylor assigned Frazier to the second 
r. 468). Tlie shift assignment was no different from any other 
nC (Tr. 468). The notice to Barnett and Frazier dated April 10, 
tes "It is not beneficial to have rotating shift in the Safety 
nt at this time because of our busy schedule and various activities 
training sessions and meetings. Therefore, we will continue to 
on "straight" shift until further notice. Should you have any 
on this, please do not heatitate to call me" (R2). 

the meantime the United Mine Workers had petitioned the NLRB 
ng an election between the IIMW and Local 400 (R3). The order 
g the election was entered on April 13, 1981 and the notice was 
amped as received by MK on April 16, 1981 (R3). Shortly thereafter 
eward Camden called Wliempner and told him that Frazier was passing 
he notice of the election at the mine site and urging the miners to 
the "right outfit" (Tr. 243, 401-403). Wliempner "raised hell" 
-245). Wliempner*s complaint were that Frazier was passing the 
notice around in the lunchroom and change room (Tr. 248). The 


can get some representation out there” (Tr. 403). At this time the wi 
swing shift was in the lunchroom (Tr. 403). 

Wherapner again tried to get Frazier removed and he called Burge, 
(industrial Relations), who told him to review the problem with mine 
manager Jed Taylor (Tr. 209-210, 246), 

Robert Wunderlich, the mine superintendent, told Taylor that Fra 
was in the lunchroom with the (NLRB] petition. Further, he related t< 
Taylor that Frazier was claiming the contract was no good, that there 
going to be a new election, and that everything that had been done wa; 
longer good (Tr, 469-470), Taylor called his superiors in Boise who 
him to immediately fire Frazier. Taylor said he wouldn’t fire Frazie: 
until he verified the report of Frazier’s activities (Tr, 470-471). 
asked Wunderlich to double check the facts. He did. Camden told 
Wunderlich that Frazier had presented the paper to the workers (Tr. 2 
Taylor had called his supervisors at the home office because home off 
concurrence is necessary to discharge a safety supervisor (Tr. 410), 
Burge, (Industrial Relations) and Dean Gilson, manager of safety and 
training, concurred with Taylor that his decision to terminate was 
appropriate (Tr, 210-216, 435-436). 

Frazier was called to the office on the same day and terminated 
union involvement and for not following instructions (Tr. 470-471), ' 

been told three or four times to remain neutral (Tr. 474, 4B6-487). 
Frazier asked Taylor who was accusing him (Tr, 472). 

When he was terminated Frazier said MK hadn't heard the last of 1 
(Tr. 477). Taylor didn't know of any MSHA charges brought by Frazier 
478). 


The safety record at the Absolka mine is excellent. It has two 
without a lost time acident for 500,000 man hours (Tr. 438-440, R19). 
mine incident rate is 0.0 compared with the average for the coal indu 
of 3.5 (Tr. 440, R20). 


DISCUSSION 

The Commission established the general principles for analyzing 
crimination cases under the Mine Act in Secretary ex rel. Pasula v. 
Consolidation Coal Co, , 2 FMSHRC (October 1980) , rev on other groun 


this point is appropriate to consider the status of Frazier's 
es. The vast majority of discrimination claims arising under the 
generated by miners engaged in duties other than those of a safety 
r. But 1 find nothing in the text of the Act nor in the 
ive history that indicates Congress intended to exclude a safety 
r from the protection of the discrimination portion of the Act. An 
's safety inspector bears an important function in helping fulfill 
oaes of the Act since his duties will ordinarily seek to promote 
nd health. Under Pasula and Robinette and their progeny 1 conclude 
d faith complaints of unsafe and unhealthy conditions by a safety 
r in the ordinary course of liis duties are protected under the 


ing resolved Frazier's status we will go to the Commission's 
ruling in Robinette ; to rebut a prima facie case a operator must 
her that no protected activity occurred (in view of the ruling as 
er's atatus MK cannot establish that defense) or that the adverse 
as in no part motivated by protected activity, 3 FMSIIRC 817-818 and 
If an operator cannot rebut the prima facie case in the foregoing 
t may nevertheless defend by proving that it was also motivated by 
r's unprotected activities and that it would have taken the adverse 
n any event for the unprotected activities alone, Pasula, 2 FMSHRC 
0 . 


operator bears an intermediate burden of production and persuasion 
ard to these elements of defense. Robinette , 3 FMSHRC at 818 N. 

8 further line of defense applies on I y in "m i x e d motive" cases, 
see where the adverse action is motivated by both protected and 
ted activity. The Commission made clear in Robinette that the 
burden of persuasion does not shift from the complainant in either 
case. 3 FMSHRC at 818 N. 20. The foregoing Pasula-Robinettc teat 
in part on the Supreme Court's articulation of similar principles 
ealthy City School Dist. Bd . of Kduc. v. Doyle , U.S. 274, 285-87 


Sec. ex rel. Chacon v. Phelps Dodge Corp,, 3 FMSHRC 2508 (November 
et . for rev i ew filed , No i 81-2300 (D.C. Cir. December 11, 1981), 
ission affirmed the Pasula-Robinctte test, and explained tlic 
g proper criteria for analyzing an operator's business justifica- 
adverse action: 


charter nor the specialized expertise to ait as a sup( 
grievance or arbitration board meting ovit industrial 
equity. Cf, Youngstown Mines Corp. , 1 FM.SHRC 990, 99' 
Once it a^cars chat a proffered business justificati* 
not plainly incredible or implausible, a finding of p 
is inappropriate. We and our judges sliould not subst 
for the operator's business judgment our views on "go< 
business practice or on whether a particular adverse 
was "just" or "wise." Cf, NLRB v. Eastern Smelting & 
Corp., 598 F. 2d 666, 671 (1st Cir.“T979T^ The props 
pursuant to Pasula , is on whether a credible juatific 
figured into motivation and, if it did, whether it wo 
led to the adverse action apart from the miner's prot 
activities. If a proffered justification survives pr 
analysis ..., then a limited examination of its subst 
becomes appropriate. The question, however, is not w 
such a justification comports with a judge's or our a 
fairness or enlightened business practice. Rather, t 
narrow statutory question is whctlicr the reason wa.s c 
to have legitimately moved that operator to have diac 
the miner, _C£. R"W Service System Inc. , 2A3 HldlB 120 
04 (1979) (articulating an analogous standard). 

3 FMSHRC at 2516-17. Thus, the Commission first approved 
analysis of an operator's proffered business justification to d 
whether it amounts to a pretext. Second, the Commission held t 
is determined that a business ju.st i f icat ion is not pretextual, 
judge should determine whether "the reason was enough to have I 
moved the operator" to take adverse action. ' ’ 

By a "limited" or "restrained" examination of Che operator 
justification the Commission does not mean that an operator's b 
justification defense should be examined superficially or autom 
approved once offered. Rather, the Commission intends that its 
carefuly analyzing such defenses, should not substitute his bus 
judgment or sense of "industrial justice" for that of the opera 
Commission recently stated "our function is not to pass on the 
fairness of such asserted business justifications but rather on 
determine whether they are credible and, if so, whether they wa 
motivated the particular operator as claimed." Bradley v. Belv 
4 FMSHRC 982, 993 (June 1982). 


;as receiving complaints from the union official. After this Frazier wa 
ransferred to the home office. Taylor, the mine superintendent told 
■ra?:ier he was being transferred because of complaints by Local 400. Pr 
faming of unsatisfactory conduct is one of the criteria mentioned in 
.radley v. Belva Coal Company . I accordingly conclude MK’s business 
ustification is clearly credible. Having made that determination the n 
ssue i.s whether MK was motivated as claimed. Yes. Tlte mine manager he 
bout Frazier's actions involving the NLRB petition. He had the facts 
erified by Wunderlick and Frazier was terminated that very afternoon, 
lie midst of two unions struggling to represent its workers company 
eutrality would be normal practice. In .short, Frazier was fired for 
iolat ing MK policy. 

Frazier's post trial brief asserts that MK discriminated against hi 
hen he was transferred to the swing shift and thereafter terminated. 

A vital element of a prima facie case is a showing that adverse act 
as motivated in any part by the protected activity. If there is no dir 
vidcnce then the Commission .suggests four criteria to be utilized in 
nalyzing the operator's motivation with regard to adverse personnel 
ction. This criteria includes knowledge of the protected action, 
ostility toward the protected activity, coincidence in time between the 
rotected activity and the adverse action and disparate treatment of the 
Dmplainant, Johnny N. Chacon v. Phelps Dodge Corporation . 

Guided by the above case law we will review Frazier's initial 
intention that he was transferred because he was overzeaLous in the en- 
ircement of safety regulations. I disagree with Frazier's position, I 
it find it credible, and no evidence supports the view, that MK waited 
\til April 1981 to take adverse action against Frazier for events in Ma 
980 (dust sampling program), in September 1980 (problems in pit #4), an 
2CGraber 1980 (citation issued in a bar). 

In short, there is no coincidental timing as required by Johnny N. 
tacon V. Phelps Dodge . 

Frazier complaints about the miner training aids, even if true, cou 
irdly have affected MK's action since Frazier had been transferred from 
IG training duties four months before he was terminated (Tr. 37). 



neither party inquired into the reason for Frazier s telephone > 
about April 7, 1981 (Tr. 405-44A)* There is accordingly no cvii 
establishing that Frazier was engaged in any protected activity 
that date. 

Frazier’s post trial brief asserts that there is evidence 
Wunderlick [superintendent! ordered Frazier to stay out of safe 
in the pit. This event apparently occurred in September, 1980. 
occurred when Frazier reported an unsafe condition to Wunderlicl 
took Rob Williamson, the then senior safety officer, down to thi 
Wunderlick told Frazier he wasn't to be in the pit (Tr. 33). 

This event, like the other 1980 incidents, lacks coincidem 
as required by Johnny N. Chacon . 

Frazier's post trial brief further asserts that wliencver a 
violation was issued Frazier was blamed for reporting the viola 
MSHA. I have carefully reviewed the record and absolutely no c’ 
supports this proposition. 

Frazier’s post trial brief states there arc indications th 
Taylor and Wunderlick were upset because Frazier wont over thei 
contacted the home office about safety. Even if Taylor and Wuni 
"upset" with Frazier the record fails to establish the preroqui 
coincidental timing. 

The evidence here shows that Frazier was restricted to his 
March 1980. On this point I credit Wunderlick’s uncontroverted 
Chat this restriction came about because Frazier wasn't abiding 
to work out matters of safety with supervisors (Tr. 284, 296). 
this event occurred in early 1980 and like the other incidents 
persuaded that it generated adverse personnel action approximat 
later. 

Frazier's brief argues that, although there is some disput' 
exact working, it is clear that Doan Gilson reprimanded Frazier 
"demanding attitude ." 


I find all of Frazier's contentions to be without merit. I do not 
ittd that Taylor's permanent assignment of Frazier to the swing shift was 
3 cloak a discriminatory move. Taylor's stated reason was that "it is 
jneficial to have rotating shift in the Safety Department at this time 
^ause of our busy schedule and various activities such as training 
’ssions and meetings. Therefore, we will continue to operate on 
straight" shift until further notice." (R2). Independent facts support 
le operator's decision since Barnett, MK's only other safety officer at 
lis mine, had taken over the training duties. I further credit Taylor's 
istiraony that the shift assignment was no different involving Frazier th. 
lyone else (Tr. A68). In short, the preferred business justification he 
; not plainly incredible or implausible. 

It should be noted chat Frazier engaged in two additional activities 
lich have been held to be protected under the Act. One protected activi 
ivolved Frazier's complaint of discrimination filed with MSIIA when he wa: 
ansEerred to the swing shift. But the record here fails to establish 
at MK knew of Frazier's complaint. If MK didn't know that Frazier had 
led a discrimination complaint then that protected activity could not 
ve influenced MK’s decision to fire Frazier, 

Frazier also contends he was fired because he filed safety complaint 
th MSHA. 

An in depth review of such complaints is in order. The scenario: th' 
y after Taylor made Frazier's swing shift assignment permanent Frazier 
nt to the home of Howard R, Clayton, an MSHA inspector (Tr. 331-332). 
azier's complaints Co MSHA's Clayton involved ground control, the minin 
an, dust sampling, excessive noise, dust accumulations, oxygen 
ficiencies, dragline moving over miners, inadequate fire training, 
perintendent ' 8 mining papers, ambulance training, explosives, OSM 
olations for not dewatering pits, improper ground on a 280 B shovel, al 
ists, transformer, watering work roads, keys to electrical unit, and 
cords required to be kept (Tr. 331-3A5). 

MSHA investigated and for various reasons concluded chat Frazier's 
legations did not support the issuance of any citations except for the 
leged violation of the fire training regulations, 30 C.F.R. 


On this record MK could only have learned of the MSllA safety 
complaints from HSHA inspector Clayton, from harnett, or from Frazier 
self. 


Concerning Inspector Clayton: I credit the professionalism of 
Clayton who observed at the hearing that it was against die law to not 
an operator of the identity of an informant (Tr, 346-347). Further, 
Clayton couldn't recall telling anyone with MK that Frazier was the in 
formant (Tr. 345-346). 

Concerning Barnett: Frazier says he told Harnett about going to ^ 
However, no evidence establishes that Barnett communicated this inforrr 
to his supervisors, 1 find Barnett's testimony illustrates the situat 
namely "1 heard from the day I walked on that mine site to (the) day h 
(Frazierl left that at some time or another 'I [Frazier] should file 
charges with MSHA' or 'I'm (Frazierl going Co call the feds', or 'I'm 
[Frazierl going Co call my friends back in Pittsburg' or wiiatever, and 
charges. That was just a rhetoric of something that went on all the t 
(Tr. 354). 

Concerning Frazier himself: Frazier does not claim, before he was 
terminated, to have notified MK supervisors that he was the MSHA infot 
In fact, Frazier indicates it was he vrtio told Taylor after his Lerminf 
that he was the informant (Tr. 107). 


y Citation 827683 alleges as follows: 

There is no record or indication Chat the mine operator is complying ' 
77.1 100 of Che CFR, in that employees are not being instructed or era 
annually in Che use of firegighting facilities and equipment. 

Citation 827682 alleges as follows: 

Tlie opening under the Bucyrus Erie 280B shovel located in 004-0 pit d 
have a guard or cover over it. This allowed access in through the fr, 
the machine to Che high voltage collector rings (4160 volts). This i 
non-compliance of Article 710-44 of the 1975 National Electrical Code 


ital issue IS wticther MK could reasonably believe that such information 
-as truthful. On the basis of the facts previously stated 1 conclude MK 
ould have such a reasonable brief. I further find MK did not seize on 
hese events as a pretext to cloak a discriminatory move. 

Further bearing on a resolution of the credibility in this case are 
he facts that Frazier agrees he expressed a union preference although h 
laims this occurred before contrary instructions were issued by MK (Tr. 
3). In addition, direct testimony confirms the event that triggered 
razier's discharge: Vandersloot testified Frazier came into the lunchr 
ith the NLRB order and told the men to vote for the "right outfit" so " 
an get some representation out there" (Tr, 401-403). Frazier's testimo 
tself reflects that he had the NLRB decision (Tr. 96). 

The Commission does not attempt to count witnesses but I find that 
<'s evidence, a combination of witnesses from management, union, and 
2 II 0 W workers, has carried the operator's burden of proof as required i 
ivid Pasula . In short, 1 find that MK would have fired Frazier for hia 
:tivities preferring one union over the other regardless of any protect 
:tivUy. 

Frazier's final contention that no one from MK interviewed Chaps Li 
icks merit. There is no obligation on MK to seek out Chaps Lix especic 
lerc some 15 complaints arose about Frazier's union activities (Tr. 265 
I addition, I find that union official Wliempner who was the person 
implaining of Frazier's activities did, in fact, talk to Lix. This 
curred at the same time Wliempner first went to Jed Taylor in December, 
80 (Tr. 233-234). 

since no discrimination occurred in violation of t!\e Act it is un- 
cessary to consider Frazier's claim for damages. 

Based on the foregoing findings of fact and conclusions of law I er 
e following: 


ORDER 

The complaint of discrimination ia dismissed. 


► 
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DECISION AND ORDER 


ese two cases were consolidated for decision upon joint motion of 
ties. Docket WEST 80-453-RM was fully tried upon the merits; WEST 
M was not tried, but as shown in the pleadings, involves an 
al question of law. Upon the parties' representation that the 
ing facta were the same as those adduced at hearing in WEST 80-453, 
ion for consolidation for decision was granted. Both cases arose 
contests of a 104(a) citation. The citations in both cases alleged 
on of the mandatory standard published at 30 C.F.R. § 57.20-11 . It 
s : 


Areas where health or safety hazards exist that are not 
immediately obvious to employees shall be barricaded, or 
warning signs shall be posted at all approaches. Warning 
signs shall be readily visible, legible, display the nature 

rtP f-Vi.. Qn/^ \io an h 1 nfl fPn in TpH . 


I 


The parties have no significant disagreement, as to most of the 
Climax Molybdenum Company (Climax) operates a large molyluleimin mine 
Leadville, Colorado. Radon gas is naturally present in measurable 
quantities in certain underground areas of the mino. The gas which 
emanates from uranium in the ore body or Burrounding rock is not it^ 
dangerous to miners, but as it decays it Uberntes radioactive parti 
known as radon daughters. Health aothoriticH recognixe that certair 
these particles cause respiratory cancer when inhaled over proLonge< 
periods of time. Consequently, the Secretary haa promulgated a numl: 
specific mandatory health standards regulating oxpoaura Levels to n 
progeny. These are found at 30 C.F.R. § 57.3-37 tlirough 57.5-47 . 'I 
standards use the "working level" as the mo.a.surement of radon dauglu 
exposure. V Four working level months exposure are permitted in anj 
calendar year under 30 C.F.R. § 50.5-38. Other standard;} pref}cribL* 
sampling techniques, the frequency of testing, and record keeping me 
In a non-uranium mine such as Climax, 30 C.F.K. § 57.5-40 recpiires t 
operator to record the exposure received by all miners working in at 
where concentrations exceed 0.3 WL. 

None of the radiation standards mention smoking except f{jr 30 ( 
§ 57.5-41 which provides: 

Smoking shall be prohibited in all areas of n mine where 
exposure records are required to be kept in compliance wit 
standard 57 . 5-40. 


y The term is defined at 30 C.F.R. § 57.2 a.s: 

... any combination of the sl)ort-lived radon daughters in 
one liter of air that will result in ultimate admission of 
1,3 X 10 MeV (million electron volts) of potential alpha 
energy, and exposure to those radon daughters over a period 
of time is expressed in terras of "working level months" (WU 
Inhalation of air containing a radon daughter concentrat ion 
1 WL for 173 hours results in an exposure of I WLM. 


computerized system for regulating miner’s exposure. He also concedej 
the north hanging wall area, on the date of inspection, displayed a 
smoking” sign in conformity with section 57.5-41. 

The Secretary contends, however, that scientific data disclose tt 
;)er9ons who smoke cigarettes and who are also exposed to radon daught( 
otperience a far higher incidence of respiratory cancer than do miner; 
do not smoke, or smokers who are non-miners. Moreover, according to l 
Secretary, the incidence of cancer in smoking miners who are exposed I 
radon daughters significantly exceeds the rate predictable from adding 
incidence observable for non-smoking miners and the incidence for non- 
niner smokers. In other words, the Secretary maintains cigarette smol 
and radon daughter exposure interact syncrgistically to create 
significantly greater probabilities of cancer than one would expect fi 
looking at either type of exposure alone, or from the sum of the two. 

The Secretary provided evidentiary support for his position throt 
the testimony of Victor E. Archer, M.D., Clinical Professor at the 
L'niveraity of Utah School of Medicine. Dr. Archer, a Fellow of the 
f'aerican College of Preventive Medicine, has specialized in the study 
the biological effects of radon daughter exposure on humans (Tr. 32). 
testimony traced the history of epidemiological studies in this counCi 
el.sewlierc which indicate that radon daughter exposure has a linear 
relationship to the incidence of cancer - the greater the exposure, Cl 
higher the respiratory cancer race. Studies of uranium miners conduci 
under his direction, he te.stified, further showed respiratory cancer i 
were higher among cigarette smokers than non-smokers where radon daugl 
exposures were the same, Me presented a graph based upon data obtain* 
iron his uranium miner studies and those of the American Cancer Sociel 
vhicb investigated the relationship between lung cancer and smoking. 


2/ A stipulation made during the hearing shows that radon daughter 
concentrations monitored in the Climax Mine during the year preceding 
issuance of the citation ranged from .00 to 5.77 working levels (Tr. 
74-75). Respondent's exhibit 3 shows readings at various locations, 
including the "north hanging wall,” which was the area singled out in 
citation. The highest reading disclo.scd in the exhibit for that area 
0.33 working Levels, recorded on August 11, 1980. There is no dispute 
to the exhibits's accuracy. 


asstirtcd that the data establish that the ''indnction latent period Ul 
time between initial exposure and ultimate onset of cancer) was 
■■considerably" shorter for smoking miners than for non-smokmg minces ' 
From the studies and his experience and training lie was of the 
opinion that for miners exposed to radon daughter concentrations: 


... the first 25 years the lung cancer rate sub- 
stantially increased and that the induction latent 
period would be shorter among smokers. (Tr. hi.) 


He further believed that this would be true for exposure levels below 
working level months allowed as a maximum annual exposure under the 
Secretary's radiation rules. In fact, according to Dr. Archer, some c, 
risk exists at any level of radon daughter exposure, and that risk wou 
all instances be enhanced by smoking (Tr. 57-58), 


In Dr. Archer's opinion, miners should be warned of the effecLS o 
smoking whenever radon daughter concentrations substantially exceed no 
ambient air or "background" levels. When questioned regarding Che pre 
concentration which should trigger a warning, ho responded with thia 
specific recommendation: 

Any level one sets is somewhat arbitrary, but 1 would 
suggest that one-tenth working level would be a reason- 
able place (Tr. 60). 

This is the proposition upon which the Secretary founds liis citrtt 
He concedes that Che north hanging wall area displayed a "no smoking^' 
in compliance with standard 57.5-60. Because miners who smoke cigaret 
at any time or place and also inhale radon decay particles in tlic mine 
environment are especially vulnerable to respiratory cancer, the Secre 
reasons that that hazard must be spelled out to miners. The standard 
CFR § 57.20-11 , he maintains, imposes a clear duty upon Climax to post 
a sign wherever radon readings exceed 0.1 working levels. ITiis is so 
because smoking, when combined with radiation exposure, is a health ha 
not immediately obvious to employees," in the words of the standard, 
thus one which .must be emphasized and explained by a warning sign.^/ 


3/ The Secretary does not contend that Climax's duty extends beyond 
giving of a warning; he has not suggested, for example, that compHai 
with any standard demands any sanctions against miners who smoke outs 


lC comnunity, he testified, as to the proof of a synergistic 
!hip (Tr. 123). _/ 

lax also stresses an admission from Dr. Archer that the various 
^hich led him to his conclusions were conducted at a time before 
stringent limitations on radon daughter exposure were in eWeet 
Exposures of the studied miners could thus have been many times 
lan those now permitted at Climax. 

II 

lax's basic defenses may be summarized as follows: 

The evidence docs not prove that risk of respiratory cancer 
id with radon daughter exposure is increased synergist ical ly by 
• smoking. 

The plain language of section 57.20-11, togetlier with its 
show that the standard was not intended to address hazardous 
outside the mine - including smoking at home, 

A comprehensive body of regulations covers the admitted hazards 
:rom radon daughters. At section 57.5-41 these regulations cover 
n radiation areas. Operators are entitled to rely on these 
•ns as encompassing the requirements with respect to smoking as it 
0 radon daughters. Consequently, the Secretary cannot properly 
, a ’'general" regulation such as 57.20-11 to impose a requirement 
warning against smoking at home. 

III 

esolving this dispute I do not decide whether the Secretary's 
t of the combined smoking and radiation hazard is valid. Such a 
s unnecessary to reach a correct result. Therefore, for the 
of this decision, the existence of the hazard is assumed. The 
ssue presented here concerns the cited standard: Does it fairly 
the hazard perceived by the Secretary? For the reasons which 
hold that it does not. 


er, Raymond Rivera, Climax's occupational health manager at the 
ecd on cross examination that there is a synergistic relation- 


valid application to non-obvious safety or health hazards originating in 
the mine. The thrust of its claim is that a good faith reading does not 
fairly suggest any obligation to place warning signs in the mine concern: 
miners’ non-work-relaCed conduct outside the mine. 

Much of the specific argument of the parties centers around the 
relationship between the group of standards which deal specifically with 
radiation, and the more general standard cited by the Secretary. Climax 
stresses those cases arising under the Occupational Safety and Health Aci 
which declare that specific standards dealing with a certain subject mati 
must take precedence over those of a more general application. In the s. 
vein, Climax argues that by promulgating the discrete body of radiation 
standards beginning at section 57»5-37, the Secretary has worked a specit 
of preemption. Operators, that is to say, reading this seemingly com- 
prehensive collection of standards naturally are lead to believe that thi 
need look no further to find all the requirements for radiation protecti< 
Climax further suggests that, other considerations aside, the plain word: 
of the standard, speaking as they do of "barricades" in addition to warn 
signs, imply that section 57.70-11 was intended to apply solely to 
definable hazards within the posted or barricaded area. 


2/ In a refinement of time argument, counsel for Climax attached to his 
post-hearing brief an excerpt from the proceedings of the Federal Metal < 
Non-Metal Safety Advisory Committee, which recommended adoption of the 
regulation in 1975. According to counsel, the comments of committee 
members show their explicit concern was the protection of miners from 
non-obvious hazards in underground travclways or mined out areas. The 
Secretary objects to this post-trial submission as an improper attempt t( 
adduce evidence after the closing of the evidentiary record. While it i 
probable that the Advisory Committee's proceeding (42 Fed. Reg. 5546, 29' 
( 1977)) is subject to official notice as an aid to interpretation of the 
standard, 1 give it no weight because of its content, The hurried 
discussion of the participants is random and superficial, giving few use 
ful clues to the true intended scope of the standard. 


the most liberal construction consistent with the constraints of 
s, however, Climax's arguments must prevail in this case. I am 
hie to conclude that a mine operator, even supposing his know- 
he alleged synergistic effect of smoking and radon daughter 
could read section 57.20-1 1 in conjunction with the radiation 
and perceive a requirement to post signs in radiation areas of 
o warn miners against smoking outside those areas. The stan- 
en together, do not fairly convey such a notion to the most 
d conscientious operator. This is particularly so for the 
reasons : 

The specific radiation standards do not ignore smoking. Section 
dresses the matter quite clearly. As mentioned earlier, this 
equires simple "no smoking" signs in all mine areas wl^ere 
ecords must be kept in compliance with section 57,5-41 (0.3 
vels). This implies that the Secretary considered the combined 
smoking and radiation exposure, and was satisfied with this mode 
ion. Moreover, the Secretary predicates his case for signs 
ainst smoking at home on a 0.1 working level threshold. Such a 
ars wholly inconsistent with the 0.3 level specified in sections 
d 41. Operators may scarcely be expected to read section 
0 imply the necessity for more elaborate and intensive warnings 
level of exposure than does the specific radiation standard 
ks directly to the issue of smoking. 

The cited standard identifies no particular hazards. It refers 
(ajrfeas wliere health or safety hazards exist that are not ira- 
obvious to employees ...«" It is specific, however, concerning 
batement. It names but two: barricades and warning signs. This 
y concerning corrective measures may properly be considered in 
g the intended reach of the standard. A.ssums that a mine 
through its own exploration of the .scientific and medical data 
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through such common devices as safety meeting presentations, employee 
safety handbook coverage, or paycheck inserts. 

(3) As mentioned earlier, this decision does not purport to ^ci 
whether the Secretary correctly identifies and assesses the 
smoking-radiation hazard. One aspect of this issue, however, is mater 
to efforts to determine the application of the cited standard. The 
Secretary's expert, Dr, Archer, was commendably frank in acknowledging 
he was "somewhat arbitrary" in fingering one-tenth working level as th 
trigger point for a warning under section 57.20-11, Nowhere does his 
testimony or any other evidence suggest a general agreement among expe 
that this, rather than some other point, is where the operator's duty 
should commence. As a regulated party, the operator is entitled to soi 
concrete guidance in the scientific literature, if not the standard it 
as to the radiation level which poses a danger sufficient to necessita 
worker warnings. It is likely true, as Dr, Archer suggests, that thcr' 
no "safe" radiation level j and that the minimum radiation level requir 
warning would of necessity be somewhat arbitrary. The point is, howev' 
that under the regulatory scheme of the Act the Secretary bears the du 
determining where that level is, and making it known to mine operators 
The ad hoc quality of the determination in this case is all too 
apparent, 

Climax did not violate the cited standard. The citations must thi 
fore be vacated. 


1 do not fault the Secretary for his concern over the hazard which 
perceives. Much of his evidence on the issue is impressive. I must 
suggest, however, that his effort to protect againqt the hazard througl 
existing standard was misplaced. The lack of a finite threshold radia’ 
level for warnings illustrates the need for recourse to the rule makini 
powers granted by the Act. Use of those powers would provide ample 
opportunity for a full airing of all data, the making of a decision ba 
upon that data, and the promulgation of a clear and precise regulation 


m A. Carlaon 
iminiourative Law Judge 
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at Street, Denver, Colorado 80294 

Barkley, Esq., Office of the Solicitor 
cates Department of Labor, 1585 Federal building 
ut Street, Denver, Colorado 80294 


SECRETARY OF LABOR, 

MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION (MSHA) , 
on behalf of 
Arnold J. Sparks, Jr., 

Complainant 

V. 


Complaint or uiscnarge, 
Discrimination , or 
Interference 

Docket No. WEVA 79-1A8-D 
Shannon Branch Coal Mine 


ALLIED CHEMICAL CORPORATION, 

Respondent 


ORDER REINSTATING DECISION AND ORDER 
OF SEPTEMBER 27, 1979. 

On May 20, 1982, the Commission remanded the captioned matter for 
"further proceedings consistent with the court's decision" in UIWA v. 
FMSHRC . 671 F.2d 615 (D,C. Cir. 1982), cert, denied October 12, 1982, 
U.S. . 

Accordingly, on July 1, 1982, the trial judge issued an order to 
show cause 'why his decision and order of September 27, 19?9 should not 
be reinstated. 


Counsel for the Secretary responded saying he had no objection 
to reinstatement of ray finding of discrimination in Allied's refusal 
to pay walkaround compensation. 1 FMSHRC 1451 (1979). Counsel for 
the operator suggested reinstatement be stayed pending disposition of 
a petition for certiorari in Helen Mining et. al . The petition for 
certiorari was denied on October 12, 1982. 

In the meantime the American Electric Power Company through its 
coal subsidiaries filed contests designed to provoke relicigation of 
the issue of the applicability of section 103(f) to "spot" inspections 
Under settled principles of issue preclusion, however, and by the 
specific terms of the Commission’s order of remand, relitigation of th 
issue in these matters is foreclosed. 

The record shows that while Its appeal was pending counsel Cor 
Allied assured .the Commission that all but paragraphs 1, 2 and 6 of my 
order of September 27, 1979, had been obeyed. According].y , it is 



buclon : 

erick W. Moncrief, Esq., Office of the Solicitor, U.S. Department 
f Labor, 4015 'Wilson Blvd. , Arlington, VA 22203 (Certified Mall) 

Id J. Sparks, Jr., General Delivery, Plnevllle, WV 24874 
Certified Mall) 

ball C. Spradling, Esq., Spillman, Thomas, Battle & KLostermeyer , 
.0. Box 273, Charleston, WV 25321 (Certified Mall) 


SECRETARY OF LABOR, 

MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION (MSHA) , 
on behalf of Ray Gann 
and Dennis Gann 

CoToplainants 

V. 


ASARCO, INCORPORATED, 

Respondent 

DECISION ON CROSS MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY JUDGEMENT 

All of the pertinent facts in this discrimination case ha 
stipulated and the matter has been presented to me on cross mo 
summary judgement. At the time in question the two complainan 
classified as production machine men earning $5. A3 pe:^ hour... 
production machine men do the work of drilling and blasting th 
paid an incentive bonus which is based upon the time they ^ ere 
in drilling and blasting and upon the total tonnage broken by 
in a particular week. 

On July 29, 30 and 31, 1980, federal mine inspector Frank 
inspected respondent's mine. On the first two days he was acc 
by Mr. Ray Gann for two S-hour workshifts and on July 31, 198C 
Dennis Gann accompanied the inspector for an entire S-hour woi 
The two complainants were paid "walkaround pay" at the rate of 
machine man, and the alleged act of discrimination is they die 
the incentive bonus that they otherwise would have earned. St 
VII states: 

"On the days in question all other employees in the 
machine man classification did drilling and blasting 
for their entire shifts and received incentive pay j 
proportion to the number of hours actually worked ii 
classification." 

It is therefore clear that it cost each of the complainants a 
amount of money when they accompanied the Inspector during th« 


Complaint of Discharge 
Discrimination or Inte 

Docket No: SE 81-3A-DM 

Young Mine 


such represencacive or miners wno is aiau cui empiuyeti ol cne 
operator shall suffer no loss of pay during the period of his 
participation in the inspection made under this subsection." 

: is not necessary to resort to legislative history to determine 
ich of these two miners did suffer a "loss of pay during the 
of his participation in the inspection..." There was a violation 
Act and a citation would have been appropriate. If a citation 
5ued, and I do not know whether one was, then the appropriate 
penalty should be considered during the normal assessment procedures 
:ed with a citation. Unless and until the Commission rules that 
ippropriate to bypass the established assessment procedures, I am 
Lng to assess civil penalties in discrimination cases. If I were 
iss a civil penalty in this case, however, it would be nominal 
i Che hazard and negligence are of such a low degree. 

; is hereby ORDERED that respondent, Asarco, Inc, pay to Dennis 
le sum of §7.94 >1^/ and pay to Ray Gann the sum of $15.88 and that 
i paid interest at the rate of 10% beginning on the day when they 
Ly would have received Che incentive pay Involved herein and 
ling until payment is made. 

O^utUh C 97) 

(Carles C. Moore, Jr., 

Administrative Law Judge 

)Utlonl By Certified Mail 


A. Stewart, Esq., Office of the Solicitor, U.S. Department of 
280 U.S. Courthouse, 801 Broadway, Nashville, TN 37203 

mis Gann, Riverbend Road, Mascot, TN 37806 

/ Gqnn, Route 3, Park Street, Strawberry Plains, TN 37871 

\ U. Walters, Mine Superintendent, ASARCO, Inc. , Highway 11-E, 
jrry Plains, TN 37871 


)rporaCG Systems, 503 Gay Street, Knojcville, TN 37902 


ECRETARY OF LABOR, 

INE SAFETY AND HEALTH 
DMINISTRATION (MSHA) , 

Petitioner 

V. 


INERALS EXPLORATION COMPANY, 

Respondent 


CIVIL PENALTY PROCEEDING 

Docket No. WEST 82-13 6-M 
A.C. No. ^8-01181-05040 


Sweetwater Uranium Projec 


DECISION 


ppearances: Robert J. Lesnlck, Esq., Office of the Solicitor, U.S. 

Department of Labor, Denver, Colorado, for Petitioner; 
Anthony D. Weber, Esq«, Los Angeles, California, for 
Respondent. 

efore: Judge Melick 

This case is before me upon a petition for assessment of civil pens! 
nder section 105(d) of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977, I 
.S.C. section 801, et seq . , the ”Act'', in which the Secretary charges.-tl 
Inerals Exploration Company with one violation of the mandatory atandan 
0 C.F.R. § 55*9-3. The cited standard requires that "powered mobile eqi 
ent shall be provided with adequate brakes." The general issues before 
re whether the company has violated the regulatory standard as alleged ; 
he petition and, If so, the appropriate civil penalty to be assessed fo' 
iolation. 

I have previously determined in connection with violations alleged i 
he identical standard at 30 C.F.R. § 56.9-3, that the regulatory languaj 
oes not provide sufficient guidance as to what is to be considered "ade< 
rakes." 1 / In order to pass constitutional muster, a statute or standai 
dopted thereunder cannot be "so incomplete, vague, Indefinite or uncerti 
hat men of common intelligence must necessarily guess at its meaning am 
er as to its application." Connolly v. General Construction Co. . 269 U 
35, ,391 (1926). Rather, "laws [must] give the person of ordinary tntelj 
ence a reasonable opportunity to know what is prohibited, so that he ma; 
ccordingly." Grayned v. City of Rockford . 408 U.S. 109, 108-109 (1972) 
ee S^cr_etary v. Alabama By-Products Corporation . 4 FMSHRC (Uccemb^ 


/ Secretary v. Concrete Materials. Inc .. 2 FMSHRC 3105 (1980.'-; Secreta] 
. A.H. Smith . 4 FMSHRC 13 71 (1982) rev. grntd. September 3, 19B2. 


On tliG unique facts of this case, I cannot conclude that a reasonably 
rdenc person familiar with the factual circumstances surrounding this all 
jjly hazardous condition would recognize that there was in fact a hazard wa 
sitting corrective action within the purview of the cited regulation. This 
etermlnnclon is based in part upon the failure of MSHA to have followed th 
landardlzcd brake testing procedures approved by Industry and accepted by 
SKA. According to M.SIIA inspector Merrill Wolford, brake testing standards 
stabllshed by the Society of Automotive Rnglneccrs (RAF>) then existed for 
ubber-tired construction equipment such as the Michigan 280 dozer here clt 
See Appendix A attached hereto). Wolford conceded that the SAF tests were 
he only "recognized" tests, but for reasons not mnde clear', he dovlsdd and 
ollowed his own testing proceduron in this ense which admittedly did not m 
he SAE standards. Ij By dcvlRlng and using his own ad hoc testing procedu 
irccediires not shown to have had scientific validity or reliability, the ir 
ipector was, Indeed, exorcising completely arbitrary enforcement practices. 

Tlie actual tests performed by Wolford, first on the parking brake and 
:hen on the service brakes, were described by lilm in Che following colloquy 

A, I asked the operator to set the parking brake, to engage 
the transmission on die vehicle with the engine in Idle speed, 
and then let off of the service brakes, and the vehicle moved 
forward with no hesitation * * * then I asked the operator -- 
explained to him what I wanted to do: to have him back up a 
ways. And while he was doing that, I checked the backup alarm 

[I Wolford testified at one point thal: it would have been hazardous to ha’ 
iollowed the SAE tests on the cited machine, but he also testified that he 
nevertheless offered to perform tl\osG tests for tlic operator and was prepai 
to do so, Wolford subsequently recanted and admitted that he did not in f< 
idvlsG the operator that he would perform the SAE tests. I do not find Wo 
ford's testimony to be credible in light of these incousistenclGS. 
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at J to D miles an nour. wow, wneu yuu axgiiciicu uxm. ^ 
the service brake, what then occurred? A. The vehicle si 
came to a halt — what I estimated to be In excess of what 
would constitute adequate brakes — approximately 25, 30 f 
(T. 14-15). 

In light of Inspector Wolford's admission that his own ^ 
procedures were not the recognized Industry and MSHA procedures 
ford's testing procedures had no correlation to those recognize 
dures and that no evidence has been presented to show chat Wolf 
ing procedures have any scientific validity or reliability, I c 
that a reasonably prudent person would have recognized that the 
Michigan 280 loader here cited were Inadequate in that they pr« 
warranting corrective action within the purview of 30 CFR 55.9- 
ingly, the operator was denied fair notice of any alleged viols 
citation must be vacated. 

Even assuming, arguendo, that the apparent partial admissl 
supervisor Casey Conway that the parking brakes were Indeed bac 
3, supra ) and that therefore due process problems stemming froir 
asserted lack of notice may be considered waived, I do not find 
Ible evidence of record that MSHA has in any event met its-'burc 
that the parking and service brakes on the Michigan 280 loader 
were Indeed "Inadequate". For the reasons previously stated, I 
proven testing procedures followed by Inspector Wolford# In an 
no weight to Conway's apparent admissions that the parking bral< 
in light of his testimony that he had no expertise in brake tee 
and that indeed he was then confused by the procedures followed 


3 / Wolford also claims that Casey Conway, the company safety s 
mltted after Wolford*8 testing that the brakes were bad. Ordir 
operator has actual knowledge that a cited condition is hazardc 
lem of fair notice does not exist. Cape and Vineyard Divielon 
Bedford Gas and Edison Light Company v. OSHRC , 512 F.2d 1148 (1 
However, Conway testified, and credibly I believe, that althouj 
ally agree with Wolford, he was inexperienced in brake testing 
by Wolford's tests and that Indeed he subsequently learned in t 
his maintenance "people" that Wolford's tests were Indeed Imprc 
the circumstances, I do not find Conway's apparent admission to 
and, because of his Inexperience In the testing of brakes, I wc 
aider him to have been a qualified person sufficiently "familla 
tual circumstances surrounding the allegedly hazardous conditio 
By-Products , supra. 






3 accord significant weight to the firsthand testimony of field mechai 
cge Baker, who drove the cited dozer to the shop after it was cited, 
found Che brakes to be in "very good" condition and upon inspection, 
leed for repairs. In addition, inspection documents produced at hoarj 
tressed by the testimony of Conway, show chat the cited dozer had beer 
ted to a "150 hour" inspection, including an inspection for brake adji 
t, only the day before the citation herein was issued. I find it unli 
: the cited dozer would have been returned to service with defective h 
sr such an Inspection. 

Finally, I accept as credible the testimony of mine operations super 
>De Connor that he did not personally believe that the brakes on the c 
3C were defective and that he agreed to withdraw the dozer to the ahof 
/ to avoid an argument with Inspector Wolford. Under these circunistai 
) not consider either Connor's silence In the face of accusations by t 
pector or his agreement to witlidraw the cited equipment to constitute 
slons that either the testing procedures followed by Wolford were prof 
that the brakes on the cited equipment were Indeed defective. For the 
Uional reasons, then, I find that the cited standard was not violated 
s case and that Citation No. 578809 should be vacated. 


ORDER 


Citation No. 578809 is hereby vacated and tijhls case la dismissed, 


tribution: By certified mail. 



Garyj Meli 
Assistant 


hotly 0, Weber, Esq., Union Oil Company or Californi\i Jj Union Oii Centei 
7600, Los Angeles, CA 90017 
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ANCE— RUBBER-TIRED 

^CHINES— SAE Jn52 APR80 SAE Recommonded Practice 


PcKhoi^al (.nmniiiice. July I07H, ciliinrijJ ch<irk^« A|i(il I'JHU lht> il(i%iinicii( jifi ai.tfrful Prom Jih'i, 

t Ik-ca UiKonciniKtl Kjilnii.ik luiciiKiil availjlile 


mancc criicriii for siTvice braking’ sysiPi))», 
and parking sysiuinn for olT-hit’hw.iy, rnbber- 
lunipci^, tractor scra[iers, t^iadcrs, cranes, cx- 
)rcr arc provided iti this SAl'. Uccommcintcrl 
/July. I97d) and JI I Ifi (July, jy7j} (Scctiems 
Icniiflcation. 

jrakiii^' system perfonnaiice fur irt-seivice ni.s* 
iianilard. 

1 by which machine braking system ct>in|)Han(.-e 


mt— The primary system of any type uie<i for 
hinc. 

S)»lcm~Thc system user! for stopping in the 


event of any si«i;lc failmc in the serviee hr.ikinj; system. 

3.3 Parking S)stftn~A system to hold stopped machine siationiir; 

Noil.: (amiMion Components— 'I'hc .ibovc braking systems may use i 
moil conipemcins. However, a failure of a common component shall 
rcdtice the e/lectivcricst of ihe m.ichints stopping capability below the e 
gciicy Slopping performance as dd'med in paragraph -l.^. 1. 

fhokinq Sjtitm l’<r/iniitonct 

4.1 Service Hiaking System — All tractor scrapers and dumpers : 
have bf.ikcil wheels on ar least one axle of (he pn'me mover and one a.x 
each trailing unit. All oilier m.idiincs slull have ul least two braked wl 
(one right I-mikI and one left haft'd). 

4.1.1 SioimiNO I’raroKMANCK— The service braking system, when teste 
■ccord-siicc with .Section 5, shall stop the machine within the distance S| 
Tied in the appropriate table. 

4.1-2 Hoi.r>tso VtRPO«MAncc— The service braking system shall have c 
biliiy equivalent lu holding the machine stationory on a dry swept com 
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grade under eondiiion) a) litced; 


Madiint 

O'ad* 

CaAdliian 

(Mda'S 

30% 

Uo6«d i« mcAvfoMvrers giw moti (waigl.t) 
raicng OAd Bsxkai lo ba 'a 

SAE <arr)r partliOA. 

Oumpao 6 

Troeie' Scropi'i 

3SV. 

loodxd la nonutadvra'i gratt marhina 
man (walghi) rating and di>H<bui>an. 

0<od«>> 

30% ' 

Culling adga la ba in iha iiauispaii 
paiitien. 

Cronoi 6 

Ex( 0 vp'e>t 

25% 

Unloodad, wilh tomponanit in Iba 

Ironiparl poillran ai rarommandod br 

Iha mgnufoclurar. 

Troe'eri wilh 
id. Oei«r 

30% 

lowail perl af cvlirng adga lo ba 460 mm 
(16 in] obova tail surfaca. 


The criteria shall apply to both fnrward and reverse directions. 

■I- 1 .3 SxcTEki Rtcos'tRY— With the machine stationary, the service braking 
systems primary power source shall have capability of delivering at least 70% 
of ma-Kimum brake pressure measured at (he brakes when the brakes arc fully 
applied iwelse ( I2l times at the rate of four (-1) applications per minute with 
the engine at maximum governed rpm for dumpers, tractor scrapen, cranes 
and excavaion: and twenty (20) timet at the rate of six (6) applications per 
minute with the engine at maximum governed rpm for loaders, graders, and 
<i tractors with doter. 

4-1.4 Wax-siko Device— T he service braking system using stored energy 
shall be equipped with a warning device which actuates before system energy any kind 
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drops below b0% of the niniiuraciiircrs spcoilicil i 
level. I'he device shall be rentiily visible nitrl/nr n 
provide a eontinunm warning. Gauges indicating ] 
be acceptable in meet these leqiiiieiiieiiis. 

4.2 Emergency Stuppin^ System— All ninch 
nn emergency stopping system. 

4.2.1 Stopi'inu PERfORMANXK— The emergent 
tested in accordance with Section b, shall !iiu|) ( 
lancet shown in parenthesis in the iipproprituc i 

4.2.2 EMKRctNcy Application— T iic eincrgeiic 
being .Tpplicd by n persr}ii seated in the opcratni 
arranged so that it cannot be released feum ili 
application unless imincrllaic reajipIlL.atinit can I 
seat in stop the mncbinc or coinhinatinii uf iii.ic 

4.2.2 ] In addition lu the niantinl control, clir 
may also be applied aiiloniatically. If ,in auit 
system is used, ilie autoiii.iiic apiilicaiion shall oc 
is aciuaicil. 

4.3 Parking System— All machines shall b 
system capable of being applied by a person sc 

4.3.1 Parki.vo .System Performance— The par 
bility equivalent to linliling the machine siaiit 
concrete grade under all conditions of loading, 
both forward and reverse directions. 

4.3.2 Remain Apri.iED— The parking system v 
the parking performance in compliance with p 
contraction of the brake parts, exhaustion of the s 
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riltria 

licici and Instruincniatinn 

icii course sh;iU cnnsisi of a clean swrjji, level. dr>' conctele or 
cl surface of adequate lenqih lo conduce the test. 'I'he approach 
(neient (enqth, smoothness, and uniformity of grade to assure 
eel speed of the machine ( he braking surface shall not have over 
he direction of travel, or mure tliari 2% grade at right angles to 
of travel- 

isirumcnt to measure the sinjiping distance with an accur.icy of 

aiis to tneastire the test speed with an accuracy of ^57o of actual 

;afts for determining the machine mass (wciglii). 

ans for fnc.isufinq the brakinq system energy level as required in 

.1 3 and l.l.l. 

■ans for measufing the force required by the operator to actuate 
ystcin 

Rct|iiircmi'nis 

:sis to be conducted with the applicalilc bntking system fully 


^ing tests to be coiiducicd under tlic lolluwing conditions: 


Mfl* 1 

Condition 




Machine ^ 
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(Emergency Broke Maximum Stopping Ditlonce- 
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5.2.3 Stopping distance to be measured m metres (feet) from 
which the brake control is applied to the point at witidi the 
stopped. 

b.'iA Stopping tests to be conducted from at least one spe 
machine as listed: 


Mochine 

Speeds 

loaders. TroOo'i 
fj with Ooters 

Net lest Ikon 26 VmA (16 mph) o' rn< 
ipeed l( Iasi >hon 26 km/h (16 mph). 

Ovmpert, Troclor 
Secoperi 

Not laii Ihon 32 kmA (20 mphj or mi 
ipaed li lais Ihon 33 km/h (30 irph) 

Crodert 

1 Nol lati thon 30 km/h (1 8 mph) or 

1 moxfmum tpttd If tail then 30 km/h 

j (18 mph). 

Crones. 

Cxovotori 

1 Nol lau ihon 32 km/h (20 mph) no m. 

Ihon 48 km/h. (30 mph) or moximgm n 
1 lais ihqn 32 km/h (20 mph). 


5.2.5 Stopping test sliall be conducted tviih the transmission 
mensurate with the speed required in paragraph 5.2.4. The pnw 
be disengaged prior to comitlciing the stop. 

5.2-6 Auxiliaf)' rct'.rders shall not be used in the test unless il 
simultaneously actuated by tltc .applicable brake system control 
5-9-7 Maximum allowable operator forces to actuate brakin 










Appearances : 


Mr. Walter Joe Blanc 

722 Hemlock Drive, Grand Junction, Colorado 8150L 
Appearing Pro Se 

Peter R, McLain, Esq., Wilson, Brown & Faulk 
P.O. Box 4611, Houston, Texas 77210 
For the Respondent 

Before: Judge John J. Morris 


DECISION 

Complainant Walter Joe Blanc, (Blanc), brings this action on his 
behalf alleging he was discriminated against by his employer, Brovm an 
Root, (B&R), in violation of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 
1977, 30 U.S.C. § 801 et seq . 

The applicable statutory provision, Section 105(c)(1) of the Act, 
codified at 30 U.S.C. 815(c)(1), in Its pertinent part provides as 
follows : 


No person shall discharge or in any other manner discriminat 
against ... or otherwise interfere with the exercise of the 
statutory rights of any miner ... because such miner ... has 
filed or made a complaint under or relating to this Act, in- 
cluding a complaint notifying the operator or the operator's 
agent, or the representative of the miners ... of an alleged 
danger or safety or health violation ... or because such mir 
... has instituted or caused to be instituted any proceeding 
under or related to this Act or has testified or is about tc 
testify in any such proceeding, or because of the' exercise 
by such miner ... on behalf of himself or others of any 
statutory right afforded by this Act, 


ISSUE AND SUMMARY 


issue on the merits is whether respondent discriminated against 
ant, a safety supervisor, in violation of the Act. 

evidence is generally without substantial conflicts. Corn- 
's evidence seeks to prove he was fired because he detected and 
the abatement of substandard mining practices by Gilbert Western, 
), a subcontractor. Respondent's evidence seeks to establish a 
justification for discharging complainant. The proffered 
ation arises from incidents of unprotected activity. 

COMPLAINANT'S EVIDENCE 

ter Joe Blanc testified on his own behalf: 

was employed by B&R on September 24, 1981 (Tr. 8). Wayne Pierce, a 
rvisor, offered him the position of safety supervisor at $2400 a 
r. 9, 12). Pierce also offered Blanc additional employment 
08 (Tr. 9). Blanc had 10 years experience as an MSHA coal mine 
r (Tr. 13, 14, 16), 

nc was, in fact, hired as a safety inspector at $14.50 an hour (Tr. 
1). After two or three weeks he was told he would not receive the 
upervisor's position (Tr. 20, 54). Blanc was terminated on 
3, 1981 (Tr. 8). 

nc's duties included the inspection of the work areas of Tectonic 
tion, Summit Construction, and Gilbert at the Colony Shale Oil 
These companies were all subcontractors of B&R, the general 
or (Tr. 19, 20, 22). 

2 r he started Blanc found explosives and dynamite scattered around 
2 rt area (Tr. 22). Prior to this time Blanc detected many unsafe 
is (Tr. 23, Cl). He kept a daily list of these substandard 
IS which he gave to William Minton, his supervisor, when he was 
id (Tr. 24), 

)ert personnel would become outraged on almost every substandard 
1 Blanc, would point out to them (Tr. 25). Blanc discussed such 
IS with Gilbert supervisors Reseigh, Schnopp, Burkey, or Neff (Tr. 
least five substandard conditions would be corrected each day (Tr. 


2 r he was terminated Blanc prepared an additional list of these 


4. Safety equipment check card not filled out on the triple 
drill (Cl). This was discussed with Reseigh or Schnopp but they didn't 
too upset (Tr. 29). 

5. Battery lid cover loose and unsecured on triple boom dril 
(Cl). This would have been discussed with Gilbert's mechanic, Minton, 
didn't get upset like the rest of them (Tr. 30). 

6. No fire extinguishers on triple and double boom drills, t 
air compressors, and oil storage station (Cl), This condition was 
discussed with Schnopp (Tr. 30). 

7. Inoperative backup alarm on crane (Cl). 

8. Broken roof glass in crane (Cl). This condition and the 
preceding one were discussed with mechanic Minton who didn't get out ol 
hand (Tr. 30, 31). 

9. From October 19, 1981 to November 3, 1981 taglinc was nol 
used on suspended equipment (Cl). This practice was discussed with Rei 
or Schnopp (Tr, 31). They got upset and aggravated (Tr, 31), 

10. October 19, 1981 to November 3, 1981 workmen were observi 
below suspended load (Cl). This practice was discussed with Reseigh oi 
Schnopp (Tr. 31). 

11, Paper, aluminum cans, and other trash was scattered throi 
Out the area (Cl). Reseigh and Schnopp were not upset over this condil 
(Tr. 32). 


12. The truck carrying explosives: it lacked a cover lid for 
tonators, it was not identified as one carrying explosives, and it was 
blocked to prevent motion. Smoking was observed within ten feet of th' 
truck (Cl). This was discussed with Reseigh. He was angry and upset 1 
took care of it right away (Tr. 32). 



14. No smoking signs were not placed on the truck carrying 
iiesel fviel (Cl). This was discussed with Schnopp or Bill Milton 
mechanic ) (Tr . 33). Blanc didn't think this was abated (Tr. 33). 

15. Diesel fuel was stored in two 5 gallon containers (Cl), 
slanc discussed this with Schnopp but couldn't recall his reaction (Tr. 
13) . 


16, A backhoG and front end loader were taken into the tunne 
rithout emissions control for the diesel exhaust (Cl). This situation 
liscussed with Reseigh or Schnopp who tried to convince Blanc that the 
quipraent had emissions controls (Tr. 33). 

17, The lunchroom was cluttered with tin cans and paper tras 
Cl), This condition was discussed with Schnopp who didn't seem to get 
pset (Tr. 34). 

18, The roof in the tunnel was not supported in an area abou 
ix feet wide and ten feet in length (Cl). Blanc discussed this with 
eaeigh who became outraged. Blanc had a copy of the ground support pi 
.eseigh through up his hands, replied with an obscenity, and left the 
roperty like a wild man (Tr. 34, 43). .Schnopp with whom Blanc also 
iacussed this was upset because they'd have to put in ground support ( 
4). The roof support incident happened the same day Blanc was termina 
Tr. 43, 61). 

In the three and one half weeks Blanc was on the Gilbert site the 
onditions not abated were the roof support problem [No, 18] and the br 
lass in the crane [No. 8] (Tr. 60). Blanc didn't know if the roof 
upports were installed since this incident occurred on the day of his 
ermination (Tr. 61). 

Minton terminated Blanc on November 3, 1981 between noon and 3 p.m 
Tr. 35). Minton said he was terminating Blanc for his failure to get 
long with the contractor. Minton said he couldn't go around "putting 
ires" (Tr. 30). At this meeting no statements were made about Blanc's 
afety complaints issued against Gilbert nor was there any discussion a 
lane's job activities (Tr. 38, 40, 41). At the termination conference 
ohon said Blanc was in his hair and he (Hohon) had only been there a w 
Tr. 41). 

On two prior occasions Blanc's supervisor, Minton, had told him to 
ake it easy on Gilbert because they had a hard money contract (Tr. 41- 
ard money, according to Blanc, means they don't want any slowdown (Tr, 


:haC Blanc meant he was going to "knock him on his ass" (Tr. 62-63). 1 

/as not Blanc's normal approach to problems although he did got upset v 
lafety director Dave Allen over a flagrant violation (Tr. 63). 

On another occasion, after the van incident, Blanc noticed part ol 
unch was missing from his lunchbox. Blanc didn't say anything until I 
ihecked with his wife (Tr. 65), The next morning he held his only saff 
leeting. At the meeting he Cold the Gilbert employees that whoever got 
Lnto his lunchbox would need an ambulance, i.e., Blanc was going to "kv 
;hem on their ass" (Tr. 65, 66). 

RESPONDENT'S EVIDENCE 

Respondent's witnesses were Wi 1 1 iam Minton (B&R safety director), 
Jalter Saunders (Blanc's immediate supervisor), Gary Bates (Exxon's mir 
superintendent and client's representative), and Bob Reseigh (Gilbert 
)roject manager) , 

Witness William Minton testified as follows: 

As B&R's safety director, he was responsible for safety and liealtl 
lolony Shale Oil Project (Tr. 96, 95). Blanc was responsible for the 
)ench area (Tr. 96). Blanc was hired as a safety inspector at $16,50 
lour because of his knowledge about MSHA and mining practices (Tr. 106) 

Minton explained to Blanc that he shouldn't shut down GilbeirC for 
ion-serious violations (Tr. Ill), B&R could be back charged for this / 
would affect productivity (Tr. Ill), Blanc wos counselled on two 
lifferent occasions because of complaints by Reseigh (Gilbert project 
lanager) and Gary Bates (Exxon manager) (Tr. Ill), 

Minton first heard about the middle of October from Vance English 
lilbert was being shut down Cor improperly marked gas cans and Cor worl 
teing on top of a trailer (Tr. 112, 113). Minton went up to the mounti 
ind didn't see anything that would cause a shutdown (Tr. 113-114). 

It is B&R policy that if a safety inspector sees employees in a 
lituation of imminent danger he has the authority to shut down the 
jperation (Tr, 115). Various remedies are available to the inspector i 
16-117). Minton did nothing about this particular complaint (Tr. 
,17-118). 

It was over two weeks later wlien Reseigh came to Minton and said l 
/ere being harassed by Blanc and shut down for no reason at all (Tr. 1 
19). Minton's investigation showed rtothinp 5?prinn« ahmilH rfluse 


anc, Bills, and Rcseigh were talking. Bills brushed against Blanc 
omatically took offense. He put his fists up and told Bills he 
never touch him again (Tr. 122). Minton talked to Bills and 
i, but not Blanc, about this incident (Tr. 123). 

lOut November 3 Gates came to Minton about a shutdown (Tr. 124-125). 
felt Blanc was abusing his authority as an inspector (Tr. 125). 

his termination meeting Minton told Blanc he had no alternative but 
linate him for failure to get along with the subcontractor (Tr. 125). 
fas quiet. He did not deny the lunchbox, the van, and the Bills 
its (Tr. 125). Blanc's discharge slip reads that he was fired for 
: to get along with the subcontractor (Tr. 145-146). 

nton's first counselling session with Blanc was after Rescigh 
ned about Blanc shutting Gilbert down. The second session was over 
'urs Blanc was to work. The fourth session was after the Bills 
it. This was on the date of termination (Tr. 128). Tliere were five 
ling sessions before Blanc was terminated (Tr. 129), The fifth and 
ession was on the day Blanc was fired (Tr. 129). Minton never 
ined Blanc's job nor did he at any time tell him not to note or 
violations or defects (Tr. 129, 133-134). 

,nton learned of the incident involving roof supports in the tunnel 
mber 3 after Blanc had been terminated (Tr. 135). Bates and Rescigh 
I Parachute (Colorado), after Blanc had left, and explained they had 
additional bolts (Tr. 135). Reseigh said this was not an imminent 
situation although bolts were required in the drawings (Tr. 135). 
adn't talked about the bolts at the termination meeting (Tr, 135). 
o Blanc being terminated Minton didn’t have any knowledge of the 
conditions for which Gilbert was cited (Tr. 158-159). 

anc never told Minton he was having problems with the sub- 
tors (Tr. 161), 

anc's termination on November 3, 1981 was triggered by the 

nts of the subcontractor, the client, and the (disregard by Blanc of 

lunselling sessions. The final straw was the lunchbox incident (Tr, 


Cness Walter Saunders testified as follows: 

: was Blanc's supervisor (Tr. 163). Saunders returned from leave 
October 26, At that time Minton informed him that there were some 
IS on the mine bench. Some animosity had developed between Gilbert 


Dave Allen's complaints were Chat Blanc was either shutting down the 
operation or threatening to do so when it wasn't justified (Tr. 177), 

Blanc was terminated because of his inability to talk with sub- 
contractors and because he was abrasive (Tr, 179j 180), It is improper 1 
an inspector to threaten someone with bodily harm (Tr. 182). 

Witness Gary Bates testified as follows^ 

He was the representative for Exxon USA, and as such he was 
responsible for the day to day operation of the Colony Shale Oil Project 
(Tr. 18A). 

Joe Blanc first came to Bates' attention shortly after Gilbert 
mobilized (Tr. 188). A series of statements were made to Bates which he 
considered to be overzealousness on Blanc's part (Tr, 189), It was not i 
much what Blanc said but how he stated it (Tr. 189). Blanc was using 
abusive language and a tough guy attitude (Tr. 190). Bates asked Minton 
straighten this out (Tr, 190), 

About a week later the Bills incident (when Bills brushed against 
Blanc) was brought to Rates' attention (Tr. 191). Botes contacted Mintoi 
because he was concerned about a fight (Tr. 191). Minton told Bates he‘< 
talk to Blanc (Tr, 191), 

Another matter brought to Bates' attention was the lunchbox incident 
which Bates describes as Rlanc "lining up" the Reseigh group and saying 
he'd send them off the hill in an ambulance if it happened again (Tr. 19 
Bates told Minton this conduct is "completely unacceptable and we can't 
have that" (Tr, 192). Minton said he'd look into it and try to get it 
resolved (Tr, 192), 

Bates never made any recommendation, concerning Blanc ' s • personnel 
status (Tr. 192). 


....... ,,au d iixea price contract vrtiere Gilbert was pi 

in lineal feet of tunnel (Tr. 213), 

Reseigh and Blanc disagreed over the way things should be done. E 
would note violations and bring them to Reseigh's attention (Tr. 214, 2 
Basically Blanc wanted it corrected now (Tr. 215). It was Gilbert's po 
to correct, if possible (tr, 215). 

On several occasions Blanc shutdown several pieces of equipment fo 
not having fire suppressors. MSHA did not require such suppressors (Tr 
215-217), Reseigh complained to Bates (Tr. 216-217). 

About a week or 10 days later they were about 40 to 50 feet into t 
access tunnel (Tr, 219). Blanc wanted ventilation, Reseigh hestitated 
because subsequent blasting would blow it up (Tr. 219). Reseigh went t 
Bates and told him they could legally advance 100 feet (Tr. 219). Bate 
agreed. Reseigh didn't know if Blanc had shut down the tunnel (Tr, 219 

Blanc called a safety meeting and threatened to carry some people 
3f the mountain because a sandwich was missing from his lunchbox. Rese 
:old Saunders about it. Reseigh felt they couldn’t have that kind of 
lairaoaity on the site (Tr. 220). 

On one occasion (November 3) Blanc said Gilbert couldn't drill, T1 
ilan called for rock bolts in back of the rib (Tr. 221). Normally such 
•olts are installed behind the Jumbo (Tr» 222). The Jumbo was pulled oi 
mck brought in, and Gilbert installed the roof bolts (Tr. 222). Rese 
'ent down and talked to Bates and after lunch they both went to Minton : 
'arachute, some 16 to 20 miles from the job site (Tr. 222). 

Reseigh said something had to be done about Blanc (Tr. 222-223). I 
as told that something had been done (Tr. 222-223). 

Reseigh's workers were instructed to get along with Blanc (Tr. 
23-224). 

On one occasion Bills was talking with his hands and he touched BU 
ho got "stiff". Blanc told Bills not to touch him again, that he did i 
ike to be touched. He was not belligerent but there was no question he 
idn't want to be touched (Tr. 226-227). Bills is 5 foot, 7 inches tall 
Id 68 to 75 years old (Tr. 227). (At the hearing the Judge observed thj 
lane appears taller and younger than Bills]. 

On one occasion Blanc wanted all work to cease in the tunnel face 
iring blasting operations (Tr. 230). When Gilbert blasts in a tunnel t 


Reseigh only complained twice about Blanc. The tirst instance was 
that Blanc was inspecting them unnecessarily for trivial problems. On t 
day Blanc was no longer assigned to Che mine bench Reseigh wanted to be 
sure the problem had been taken care of so he went to see Minton (Tr, 24 

DISCUSSION 

The Commission established the general principles for analyzing 
discrimination cases under the Mine Act in Secretary ex rel. Pasuln v. 
Consolidation Coal Co. , 2 FMSHRC 2786 (October igSOV, revM on other 
grounds sub nom, Consolidation Coal Co. v. Marshall , 663 F 2d 1211, 

(3d Cir. 19811, and Secretary ex rel Robinette v. United Castle Coal Co. 
FMSHRC 803 (April 1981). In these cases the Coiranission ruled that a 
complainant, in order to establish a prime facie case of discrimination 
bears a burden of production and persuasion to show that he was engaged 
protected activity and Chat the adverse action was motivated in any part 
the protected activity. Pasula 2 FMSHRC 2799-2800; Robinette, 3 FMSHRC i 
817-818. 

At this point it is appropriate to consider the status of Blanc's 
activities. The vast mojority of discrimination claims arising under tV 
Act are generated by miners engaged in duties other than those of a safe 
inspector, I find nothing in the text of the Act or in the legislative 
history that indicates Congress intended to exclude a safety inspector 
from Che protection of the discrimination portion of the Act. An 
operator's safety inspector bears an important function in helping fulfi 
the purposes of the Act since his duties will ordinarily seek to promote 
safety and health. Under Pasula and Robinette andfheir progeny T concl 
that good faith complaints of unsafe and unhealthy conditions by a safet 
inspector in Che ordinary course of his duties are protected under the 
Act . 


Having resolved Blanc's status wc will go to the Commission's furtl 
ruling in Robinette : to rebut a prima facie case a operator must show 
either that no protected activity occurred (in view of the ruling as to 
Blanc's status B&R cannot establish that defense) or that the adverse 
action was in no part motivated by protected activity, 3 FMSHRC 817-818 
N. 20, If an operator cannot rebut the prima facie case in the foregoii 
manner it may nevertheless defend by proving that It was also motivated 
the miner's unprotected activities and that it would have taken the adv« 
action in any event for the unprotected activities alone, Pasula, 2 FMSI 
2799-2800. 


>eraCor'8 alleged business justification for the 
lallenged adverse action. In appropriate cases, they may 
include that the justification is so weak, so implausible, 
so out of line with normal practice that it was a mere 
'Ctext seized upon to cloak discriminatory motive. But such 
:quiries must be restrained. 

e Commission and its judges have neither the statutory 
arter nor the specialized expertise to sit as a super 
ievance or arbitration board meting out industrial 
uity. Youngstown Mines Corp. , I FMSHRC 990, 994 ( 1979). 

ce it appears that a proffered business justification is 
t plainly incredible or implausible, a finding of pretext 
inappropriate. We and our judges should not substitute 
r Che operator's business judgment our views on "good" 
ainess practice or on whether a particular adverse action 
s "just" or "wise." NLRB v. Eastern Smelting & Refining 

rp_^, 598 F. 2d 666, 671 ( 1st Cir. 1979). The proper focus, 
rsuant to Pasula , is on Aether a credible justification 
gured into mot ivat ion and, if it did, whether it would have 
d to the adverse action apart from the miner's protected 
tivicies. If a proffered justification survives pretext 
alysis ..., then a limited examination of its substantiality 
comes appropriate. The question, however, is not whether 
ch a justification comports with a judge’s or our sense of 
irness or enlightened business practice. Rather, the’ 
rrow statutory question is whether the reason was enough 
have legitimately moved that operator to have disciplined 
e miner, R-"W Service System Inc, , 243 NLRB 1202, 1203- 

(1979) (articulating an analogous standard). 

2 at 2516-17. Thus, the Commission first approved restrained 
an operator's proffered business just i f icat ion to determine 
nounts to a pretext. Second, the Commission held Chat once it 
1 that a business justification is not pretextual, then the 


dppruv^u Uttctliu* •-••w WWOM.4*. w w - w .• , 

carefuly analyzing such defenses, should not substitute his business 
judgment or sense of "industrial justice" for that of the operator. As 
Commission recently stated "our function is not to pass on the wisdom or 
fairness of such asserted business justifications but rather only to 
determine whether they are credible and, if so, whether they would have 
motivated the particular operator as claimed," Bradley v. Belva Coal Co 
4 FMSHRC 982, 993 (June 1982). 

With the Commission directives in mind we will examine the defense 
asserted by B&R. The defenses arc succinctly stated by Blanc's supervis 
Minton. Blanc was terminated because of complaints by the subcontractor 
(Gilbert), the client (Exxon), and the counselling sessions. The final 
straw was the lunchbox incident (Tr. 159). B&R in its post trial brief 
also argues that the Bills and the van incidents support B&R's business 
just i f icat ions . 

We will examine the record. Gilbert's complaints; Manager Reseigh 
complained twice. Once was over being unnecessarily inspected over tri\ 
problems (Tr. 247). The second time was apparently wlicn Reseigh went tc 
see Minton himself (Tr, 247). At that point Blanc had already been 
terminated . 

The client's complaints: Exxon, through its manager Gary Bates, as> 
Minton to "straighten out" Blanc’s attitude. Bates dislikes an attitude 
of "I am not here to help your safety program, I’m here to shut you dowr 
(Tr, 190). 

Further complaints by the client arose from the Bills incident. 
was concerned about a fight and again contacted Minton (Tr, 191). 

Bates describes the lunchbox incident as Blanc "lining up" Reseigh' 
group (Tr. 192). Bates admonished Minton stating "that type of behavioi 
completely unacceptable and we can't Have that" (Tr. 192), 

Three complaints by a client-owner in less than a three week perioc 
would motivate Minton to fire Blanc. A miner's unsatisfactory past worl 
record is one of the criteria discussed in Bradley v. Belva Coal Compan; 

On the basis of the Commission directives 1 conclude that the busii 
justification is not pretcxtual and the reasons were enough to have 
legitimately moved B&R to take adverse action against Blanc. 

I. have carefully examined Blanc's evidence, A cursory review migh' 
indicate that his facts establish a claim of retaliatory conduct. The 
scenario: Blanc has been overzealous in enforcing safety regulations 


Minton generally did not know about Blanc’s disagreement over 
ditions with Gilbert personnel nor about the roof bolt incident 
ors could not have motivated Minton to fire Blanc, 

the evidence fails to establish a case of discriminatory conduct 
on of the Act it is unnecessary to consider Blanc’s claim of lost 
expenses . 

on the foregoing facta and conlusions of law I enter the 


ORDER 

oraplaint of discrimination is dismissed. 



on: 

liter Blanc, 722 Hemlock Drive 
;tion, Colorado 81501 

IcLain, Esq,, Wilson, Brown & Faulk 
^611, Houston, Texas 77210 



